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Capital Mohawk PRISM Partnership Regional Invasive Species Management
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Niles Huyck Preserve
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Background

Because of its foupronged mission (conservation, education, research, recreation), the Huyck
Preserve is uniquely committed to engaging in invasive species management, research, and
education as a way of reducing the threats that invasive species posatiwal ecosystems
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Conservation Committee drafted a land managementpiaat outlined land management
objectives including the control of invasive species. A 2016 New York State Conservation
Partnership Program (NYSCPP) Capacity & Excellence Grant awarded to the Preserve resulted in
a comprehensive inventory of its ecologicommunities and flora and identified and mapped

the invasive species on the property. A 2018 NYSCPP Catalyst Grant allowed the Preserve to draft
its first invasive species management and monitoring plan. The 2019 PRISM RFP facilitated the
beginning ofnvasive species managemeartd monitoringat the Preserve by supplying funds for

the additional seasonal staff and supplies and equipment needed to begin ttieeeground

work.

Goals

The 2019 goals for invasive species management were as follows:

Eliminate the Tier &nd 2 species identified on the property

Eliminate or reduce the size of small, isolated populations of mostly Tier 3 and 4 species
Eliminate or reduce the size of mostly Tier 3 and 4 populations from relatively uninvaded portions

of the Huyck Preserve

Engge the public by building our volunteer invasive steward base and add invasive species

lessons and programs to our education and outreach activities



Accomplishments

We hired two seasonal invasive species employees under thisdgliining work during thérst

and second weeks of Jdly hyS Sy idSNBR | aladSNNa RSINBS LN
fall in the department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Policy. The other is a student at Paul
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bad weather and sick days over the summer, additional time remained for seasonal work at the
end of the summer, so a third seasonal employee was brought on to finish some high priority
work in early fall. That employeeist a2 | yS¢ al aG6SNDa RS3INBS ai
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We also purchased necessary equipment to perform invasive species management including two
weed wrenches, and three kayaks with life jgiskand paddles. Contractor bags were purchased
for solarization and disposal of plant materials.

General principles were followed when maivagforinvasivespecies.Only mechanical methods
were used. When possible, all plant ma& (including bots) were removed and bagd. For
plants not removed completely,aboveground biomass was removed with a goal of reducing
stored energyand eliminatinghe plantover a bnger perod. Folloving this ideafor shrubs too
largeto pull or dig,stems were cunhear the ground and wrapped in black plastierbaceous
plants too widespreada eiminate werecut repeatedly Managed sites were monitored every
one to two weeks to cbckfor regrowth, and resprouts were removed. Managemautivities
were logged using iMapvasivesand in-house recordsvere kept for eachindividual or patch
includingGPS coordinatesize ofpatch if relevantdates managed, activities performednd
people involved

Priority | ¢ Eradicate Tier 1 and 2 species at the Huyck Preserve

1. The teambegan toeliminate the existing population ofellow archangelLamiastrum
galeobdolonin early July. The 20Pfantinventory had found onlpne patch of the plant. This
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downstream of the Hamlet of RensselaervilRemoval involveédigging up the plant completely

by hand, including the root system, which is filamentous and easily fragmented. The plant
resprouts rapidly from root fragments as well as leaves left on the ground. In fact, Huyck Preserve
Invasive Species Stewarllindsay @arlop, may have been the first to document this leaf
sprouting phenomenon. Weekly monitoring and removal of resprouted greWwtiwed a steady

decline in the population, witlenly one resproutremainingand removecbn the last monitoring

visit onOctdber 24, 2019



Invasiveseasonakrew member removing yellow archangel on Huyck Preserve land, summer
2019

2. We also monitored forbA a K Zyduiéed (Aegopodium podagrarjawhere the 2017
inventoryhad found a population just outside the Preserve boundary. That area of the Preserve
was found to still be clear of the plant, but a nevdgntified 3.5mx2.4mpatchwas located near

the Lake Myosotiboat launchon June 26, 2019 That patch was eliminated in eadyly Four

small resprouts were fountivo weeks after removalbut noton any sibsequentvisits
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Priority Il - Eliminate or reduce the size afmall, isolated populations of mostly Tier 3 and 4
species

1. February daphnéDaphne mezereun®merged in one location on Huyck Preserve property in
the Hamlet of Rensselaerville. Eradicatiodutyinvolved removal of the entire plant, including
the root system. The location was monitored and subsequent removal of resprouted growth



occurredevery one to two weekthrough the end oSeptember By Septembert appeaedthat
the populationhad beeneliminated.

February daphne in fruit at the Huyck Preserve

2. Falsespiraea Gorbaria sorbifolia)s found in two locations at the Huyck Preserve: in the
Wheeler Watson Cemetery and on the Loop Three Trail. Volunteers at the Wheeler Watson
Cemetery Work Day ajuly 21, 2019 removed all the mature plants from the cemetery by digging
and removing all @int parts including as much of the root system as possible. Plants were
growing around graves and were likely planted by a family member. Monitoring of the site
continued throughout the season, and plants likely resprouting from roots were discovered and
removed each time. Continued monitoring and removal bélheededn 2020.

Approximately half of the larger (25r8&m) patch of false spireanothe Loop Three Trail was
removed throughout the month of Augusthe large size, rocky soil, and remote locabtbthis
patpimpeded management in this locatipand alditional management is required in 2020,
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Beforefalse spire removal at Wheeler Watson Workday event



Large false spirea patch on Loop Three Defibre management



CapMohawk PRISM interns help with false spirea removal on Loop Three Trail

3. Europeanprivet (Ligustrumvulgare was originally plantedalong the driveway to Davis
Cottage and the boat launch on the Huyck Pres@rggke Myosotisn mid-July shrubs were cut
and all flowers removed. In the future, shrubs will be remquagd thisseason omanagment
prevented fruiting andliminished stored resengethis year

European privealong Lake Myosotis driveway before management



