
 

 

What Is an Invasive Species? 

An invasive species is a non- 

native species that causes more 

harm than good to the environ-

ment, economy, or to human 

and animal health.  Many of 

these invasives that are in our 

ecosystems now came here 

through landscaping, global 

trade, or for agricultural use.  

Some species do especially well 

on farmland outcompeting the 

economic crops; a few of those 

are detailed in this brochure. 

Invasive Weeds 
to Look for on 
or Near Farms 

Protect the valuable resources 

that we have: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Saratoga County & 
Capital/Mohawk PRISM 

Partnership for Regional Invasive Species 
Management 

Why You Should Be Concerned 

Invasive species affect all New  
Yorkers, but many have a spe-
cial impact on farmers.  Some of 
these plants can affect crop pro-
duction and some can also 
damage livestock health when 
consumed.  As 50% of the Capi-
tal-Mohawk region’s land is de-
voted to agriculture, getting the 
word out about these plants is 
of paramount importance to 
the region’s overall ecological 
and economic health. 
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Weed Control Methods on Farms 

Cultural:  Technique of maintaining field  

conditions so that weeds are less likely to establish 

or increase in numbers (crop rotation, avoid over-

grazing, good soil fertility… etc.) 

 

Biological:  Process of using natural enemies of 

weeds to control the germination of weed seeds 

or the spread of established plants (beneficial 

bugs… etc.) 

 

Chemical:  Process of including the use of  

chemical herbicides to weeds or soil to control 

weed  germination or growth of weeds 

(glyphosate, tryclopyr… etc.) 

 

Preventative:  Ways to prevent weeds from  

entering farm, pasture, or greenhouse (certified 

weed free seeds, clean farm equipment, screening 

irrigation water for weed seeds… etc.) 

 

Mechanical:  Process that involves the use of 

mechanical farm equipment to control weeds 

(tillage, mowing… etc.) 

Photo ID Weed Threat 
    

  
 Reed  

Canary Grass 
Phalaris  

arundinacea L. 

Perennial, coarse cool 

season grass.  Invades 

disturbed soil, ditches, 

and is an ecological 

threat to wetlands.  

Rhizomes create a thick 

impenetrable mat at or 

just below the soil sur-

face.  Sometimes plant-

ed as a hay crop. 

    
  

  Oriental  

Bittersweet 
Celastrus  

orbiculatus 

 

Aggressive growing vine 

that threatens native 

plants through the 

dense shade it can cre-

ate.  Its vines girdle 

trees and shrubs as it 

grows.  Identifiable by 

its circular leaf that 

turns bright orange in 

the fall. 

    

  
Narrow-leaf 

Bittercress 
Cardamine 

impatiens 

Spreads easily due to 

seed-shooting ability.  

Seeds also can stick to 

clothing and animals.  

Found along forest 

edges, along roadsides, 

and vacant areas.  

Forms dense stand  

that outcompete native 

habitat. 

    
  

 Mile-A-Minute 

Persucaria 

perfoliatum  
 

 

Grows rapidly, over 

shrubs and other  

vegetation reducing  

the ability to photsyn-

thesize.  Stems are 

armed with recurved 

barbs.  Does not need 

pollinators to repro-

duce.  Seeds are viable 

for 6+ years in the soil. 

Photo ID Weed Threat 
    

Spotted Knapweed 
Centaurea stoebe  

 

Spotted  knapweed is  
poisonous to other  
plants (phytotoxic). 
Spreads rapidly in artifi-
cial corridors, gravel pits, 
agricultural field margins 
and overgrazed pastures. 

    
 Wild Parsnip 

Pastinaca sativa 

 

 

    

 Bull & Canada  

Thistle 
Cirsium vulgare, arvense 

 

Can tolerate a wide  

range of conditions - 

moist soils to dry.  Found 

in disturbed areas and 

overgrazed pastures.  

Prefers clay loam soils.  

Stem and leaves very 

spiny. 
    

 Multiflora Rose 

Rosa multiflora 

 

Can form dense thickets, 

excluding native plants 

species.  Invades open 

woodlands, forest edges, 

early succession pastures, 

fields, fence rows, right-of 

ways, roadsides, swamps 

and marshes. 
  

Giant Hogweed 
Heracleum  

mantegazzianum 

This plant’s clear,  

watery sap contains a 

glucoside called furano-

courmarin which sensitiz-

es the skin to ultraviolet 

radiation resulting in 

severe burns, blistering, 

painful sores, and pur-

plish or  blackened scars.  

It is identifiable by its 

large size (sometimes 

growing up to ten feet 

tall) and by purplish 

markings on the stem. 

Invasive Weeds to Look Out for 

Produces a sap that can 

cause burns to the skin in 

the presence of sunlight.  

Grows along roadsides 

and spreads rapidly.   


