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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report 
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 8/15/25 County: Columbia 

 
Site Name: Beebe Hill State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different):  
Fog Hill Rd, Austerlitz, NY 12017 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 
4 PRISM staff, 3 hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.34119191489753, -73.47218953873754 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP Contact, 
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 2,018 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Mckensey Biggie, Lead Invasive Species Technician 
mlb498@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 60.2 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Riley Willard, Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen 

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Kyle Pasanen, Mckensey Biggie- 29191 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☒ Detection  ☒  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☐ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The 2,018-acre Beebe Hill Multiple Use Area and the 2,007-acre Harvey Mountain State 
Forest are managed for multiple uses, including timber production, watershed protection, wildlife habitat, and 
recreation. Harvey Mountain is the highest elevation in Columbia County at 2,065 feet. The forests provide 
ample opportunity for outdoor recreation year-round, including a fire tower that is open to the public and 
provides beautiful scenery from the top. Featured activities on the property include hiking, primitive camping, 
paddling, freshwater fishing, hunting, trapping, horseback riding and watchable wildlife. 

Beebe Hill State Forest (in the Columbia County town of Austerlitz) was established in 1963 and is the 
home of the Beebe Hill fire tower, erected in 1964 and operated through 1987. Recent history has seen the 
development of over 3,000 acres of state forests in Columbia County. The 60-foot-tall fire tower was originally 
constructed on Alander Mountain in the Berkshires in 1928. Five years later it was moved to Washburn Mountain 
in Columbia County, where it stood until it was moved to Beebe Hill in 1964. Harvey Mountain State Forest (also 
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in the town of Austerlitz) was developed in 1999 and adjoins Beebe Hill State Forest. Harvey Mt. is the highest 
elevation in Columbia County at 2,065 feet. Near the summit of Harvey Mountain, a wild blueberry field exists, 
which historically provided a source of revenue for area residents. 
 
Survey Techniques: The trails surveyed were the trails off of the Fog Hill Rd parking lot. The red loop was 
surveyed and mapped; no treatments were performed due to the large clusters of species found. The blue trail 
across the street was surveyed, headed towards the red trail that goes around Barrett Pond, leading to the fire 
tower. On the way back, the small, unmarked trail was surveyed as well. This survey had presence points along 
with removals due to the minimal amount of species that were found along the trail. 
 

Site Significance: As seen below, this site ranks moderately for comprehensive score and low for 
ecological significance. This site does is in the vicinity of rare, threatened and endangered species as well 
as having the significant natural community of inland calcareous lake shore (No Bottom Pond). 
 

 
Figures 1 & 2: Comprehensive (orange/red) & Ecological (green) score maps taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial 
Prioritization Mapper.  

 
Figure 3: Screenshot taken from NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The orange areas represent RTE 

species and the pinkish-orange area represents a significant natural community.  
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Present: 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Common 

Buckthorn 
(Rhamnus 
cathartica) 

4 Very 
High 

Shrub/
Tree Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 0.02 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 0.02 acres 

Japanese 
Barberry 
(Berberis 

thunbergii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.06 acres 0.02 acres 

Japanese 
Stiltgrass 

(Microstegium 
vimineum) 

4 Very 
High Grass Vegetative 51-75% Linearly 

Scattered 1.597 miles 0 acres 

Multiflora Rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 Very 

High Shrub Vegetative 5-25% Linearly 
Scattered 

0.06 acres, 
0.71 miles 0 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemsia 

vulgaris var 
vulgaris) 

4 Very 
High Herb Vegetative 51-75% Linearly 

Scattered 0.78 miles 0 acres 

Beech Leaf 
Disease 

(Litylenchus 
crenatae 
mccannii) 

3 NA Animal Feeding NA NA 0.04 acres 0 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 Very 
High Vine Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 0 acres 

Total for all species 0.22 acres, 
3.087 miles 0.06 acres 

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
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Map:  

 
 

Figure 4: A close-up of Field Maps displaying searched area (purple), 
presence area for invasive species detected (green) and treated areas 

(red) within Beebe Hill State Forest. 
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Figures 5 & 6: A close-up 
of Field Maps displaying 
searched area (purple), 

presence area for invasive 
species detected (green) 
and treated areas (red) 
within Beebe Hill State 

Forest. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

Figure 7: iMapInvasives detection points for beech leaf disease. 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: The No Bottom Pond loop was not marked well but the team eventually made it back to the 
correct trail. Otherwise, there are no significant barriers identified at this time.  
 
Response: The Terrestrial Invasive Species Team should continue to conduct highly probable area searches 
within the state forest and perform response on isolated populations of invasives detected within the forest. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: The Terrestrial Invasive Species Team should continue to conduct highly probable area 
searches within the state forest and will continue to monitor other areas that have not been previously 
delineated. 
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