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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Response Report- Berlin State Forest 
 
Section 1: Response Project Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 6/25/25 County: Rensselaer  

 
Site Name: Berlin State Forest  Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, Temporary 

revocable permit 
Address (if different): Cowdry Hollow Rd, Berlin, NY 
12022 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 
5 staff, 3 hours 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.69286824575864, -73.32197756043125 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP 
Contact, william.schongar@dec.ny.gov,  
(518) 357-2450 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 678 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
Ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 0.58 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Mckensey Biggie-Lead Invasive Species Technician 
Riley Willard, Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen -Terrestrial 
Invasive Species Technician 

Report Author: Riley Willard Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: Riley Willard 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☒ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 
Response Type: 
☒ Initial Response ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project   
☐ Research Action ☐ Restoration   ☐ Volunteer Engagement 

 
Disposal method(s): Biomass was left on site to decompose. 
 
Project Significance: Berlin State Forest is not a priority conservation area for the Capital Region PRISM, 
but the forest was surveyed in 2024 and determined to have a low abundance of invasive species except 
for some satellite populations along Cowdry Rd. Therefore, this site was identified as a rapid response 
site. The screenshots below also show the presence of rare, threatened or endangered species on the 
property and significant natural communities on the property. The property has sections that score 
moderate-high on the comprehensive and ecological score. 
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Figure 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the left is the comprehensive 

score map, which encompasses the ecological scores, protected status, and risk of spread scores. The right 
image depicts the ecological significance. The darker the colors are the most significant areas 

 

 

Figure 3: Screenshots taken from NYS resource mapper. Pink shows significant natural communities, in Berlin 
State Forest they are beech-maple mesic forest (high quality occurrence of uncommon community type). The 

orange delineates the area being in the vicinity of rare, threatened or endangered species. There are bats listed 
as endangered or threatened, and a rare animal not listed by NYS in the vicinity of this state forest. 
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 Section 2: Response Results Summary 

 

Is this the first year of treatment? Yes, first year of treatment at this site. 
 
Is follow-up needed? What time of year and how often during the season? Yes, follow-up is needed. It is 
recommended for 2026 to treat this area early in the season, perhaps during training week as it was very hot in 
2025 and the site is in direct sun. 
 

Common 
Name  

Scientific 
Name 

Tier/ 
Threat 
Rank 

Growth 
Form/ 

Lifecycle 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 

Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Multiflora 

rose 
Rosa 

multiflora 4, VH Shrub Flowering 26% Sparse 0.58 acres 0.58 acres 

Total For All Species 0.58 acres 0.58 acres 
 

 
Map: 

 

 
 
 

Figure 4: Screenshot from ArcGIS Online. 
This shows the searched area, presence 
area and treatment area for 2025. 

Figure 5: Screenshot from ArcGIS Online. 
This shows the entirety of the infestation 
that was detected in 2024. 
Unfortunately, the PRISM was only able 
to manage a very small portion of this 
site in 2025 as heat was a safety concern 
the date of treatment. 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: There are birds nesting within dense thickets. Ticks are also abundant, the TIS crew removed 
over a dozen within a 30-minute time span from clothing. Heat exposure was a safety concern for this specific 
day for this project; the site is in direct sun so extra precautions should be taken while on site. 
 
Treatment: Treatment should continue in 2026 by the Capital Region PRISM staff early in the season, consider 
doing this during the first few weeks of the season. 
 
Post-Treatment Monitoring: Follow-up monitoring should occur every year in early season, following initial 
treatment to remove the large dense mature bushes, plants can be managed and potentially remove roots to 
prevent future re-sprouting. 
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