w‘ Capital Region PRISM Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County

Partnership for Regional 50 West High St.
%‘ j Invasive Species Management Ballston Spa, NY 12020
C/

3 capitalregionprism.org

Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 10/3/25 County: Herkimer

Site Name: Black Creek State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, Temporary
Revocable Permit

Address (if different): Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:

Stanley Road, Norway NY 1 person, 3 hours on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:

43.2462, -74.93006 Scott Healy, Region 6 State Forest TRP Contact,
scott.healy@dec.ny.gov, (315) 866-6330

Total Parcel Size (acres): 998 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator
Ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 175.52 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): NA

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Sam Schultz- 9924

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA

Conservation Goal:

Delineate & assess a conservation value [ To prevent and protect a conservation value
1 Local Eradication 1 Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
1 Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
Detection Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training [ eDNA
(1 Highly Probable Areas 1 Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The 998-acre Black Creek State Forest features hilly, scenic views with a variety of streams,

swamps and ponds. This forest is named after the Black Creek which flows through the northeastern section of
the property. There are no formal trails located on this state forest, making it ideal for enjoying recreational
activities in a primitive forest setting. Featured activities include hiking, primitive camping, freshwater fishing,
hunting, trapping and watchable wildlife.

DEC manages these lands in accordance with the management activities described in the Adirondack
Foothills Unit Management Plan (UMP). In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains detailed

information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history, habitats,
wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please email
ré.ump@dec.ny.gov.
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Survey Techniques: Surveying began at the eastern parking lot on Stanley road, entering into the forest north of
the parking lot following the most accessible path through the state forest. After, working through a grove of
hawthorn trees and making way into a dried wetland habitat, it was decided time would be better spent surveying
the roadways and administrative road.

Site Significance: This site was selected due to the proximity of the blue line and the significant lack of
prior invasive species distribution data within the state forest. One of the focuses of the Terrestrial
Program this year has been targeting state lands with a lack of invasive species data. As seen below, this
site is not high scoring comprehensively, ecologically and does not have rare, threatened or endangered
species or significant natural communities present on the property.

Figures 1,2 & 3: On the left and middle, screenshots from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper, on
the left is the comprehensive score map and on the right is the ecological score map. The darker the
colors, the more significant the area. On the right is a screenshot from the NYS DEC Environmental
Resource Mapper, if there were rare, threatened or endangered species on the property they would show
up in orange, significant natural communities would be in pink. Streams and lakes are identified in blue.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary

Invasive Species Present:

50 West High St.
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Common Name & Scientific | Tier Threat i Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Area Infes:ted
) Form/ X (acres/miles
Name Rank | Ranking . Life stage Cover (%) | Abundance P
Lifecycle if linear)
Beech Leaf Di
(Liteelcenc:;s criigjse 3 NA Animal Not Not Not Not
¢ . Detected Detected Detected Detected
mccannii)
Multifl R P ial
u Imct)Jrlii]:I(;iZ)( 0sa 4 VH esr:rr:]r;a Vegetative 20% Sparse 36.33 acres
Dense
Garlic Mustard (Allari Biennial
arie u§ ard (Allaria 4 VH lennia Vegetative 26% plants/ 0.52 acres
petiolata) Forb
clumps
Dense
Coltsfoot (Tussil Unti P ial
oltsfoot (Tussilago nhe M erennia Vegetative 51-75% plants/ 1.11 acres
farfara) red Forb
clumps
Dense
C Reed G P ial
ommoh ee rasjs 4 VH erennia Vegetative 80% plants/ 1.11 acres
(Phragmites australis) Grass
clumps
Dense
M t (Artemisi P ial
ugwort ( fem/sm 4 H erennia Vegetative 45% plants/ 0.102 acres
vulgaris) Forb
clumps
Dense
Reed C P ial
ee . anarygrass 4 H erennia Vegetative 45% plants/ 0.082 acres
(Phalaris arundinacea) Grass
clumps
Japanesg I'(notw.eed 4 VH Perennial Seeds 100% Monocultur 0.35 acres
(Fallopia japonica) Forb e
Morrows Honeysuckle Perennial . Linearly
. y 4 VH Vegetative 5-25% 34.92 acres
(Lonicera morrowii) Shrub Scattered
Understory
C Buckth
ommon Buc O.m 4 VH Tree/ Vegetative 20% Trace 0.04 acres
(Rhamnus cathartica)
Shrub
Total for all species 74.56 acres

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above.
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Native/Other Non-native Species Present:
NI N Native( GI‘O\‘Nth Form/ Ph.enologV/ Distribution/
Non-native Lifecycle Life stage Abundance
White Pine Pinus strobus Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Striped Maple Acer pensylvanicum Native Understory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Sugar Maple Acer saccharum Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Dense
Staghorn sumac Rhus typhina Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Dotted Hawthorne Crataegus punctata Native Understory Tree | Vegetative | Monoculture
American Beech Fagus grandifolia Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
American Elm Ulmus americana Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Black Cherry Prunus serotina Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Red Spruce Picea rubens Native Overstory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana Native Understory Tree | Vegetative Sparse
Brambles Rubus sp. Native Perennial Shrub | Vegetative Sparse
Willow spp. Salix spp. Native Perennial Shrub | Vegetative Sparse
Red-berried Elder Sambucus racemosa Native Perennial Shrub | Vegetative Trace
Winterberry Holly llex verticillata Native Perennial Shrub Fruit Trace
White meadowsweet Spiraea alba Native Perennial Shrub | Vegetative Sparse
Virgins bower Clematis virginiana Native Woody vine Vegetative Sparse
Joe Pye weed Eutrochium purpureum Native Perennial Forb Flower Sparse
Fleabane Daisy Erigeron spp. Native Annual Forb Flower Trace
Rozg;:;js;ci:r;r;ed Solidago rugosa Native Perennial Forb Flower Sparse
Calico Aster Symphy.otr/chum Native Perennial Forb Flower Sparse
lateriflorum
Symphyotrichum . .
Swamp Aster . Native Perennial Forb Flower Sparse
puniceum
Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria L Native Perennial Forb Seed Sparse
American Jump seed Persicaria virginiana Native Perennial Forb Seed Sparse
Avens Geum spp. Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Sparse
Swamp candles Lysimachia terrestris Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Trace
Common Burdock Arctium minus Non-native Biennial Forb Seed Sparse
Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica Non-native | Perennial Forb | Vegetative Sparse
Christmas Fern POIyS.tIChL.’m Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Sparse
acrostichoides
Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Sparse
Cinnamon Fern O.smundastrum Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Sparse
cinnamomeum
Interme;j;?;e Wood Dryopteris intermedia Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Dense
American Royal Fern Osmunda spectabilis Native Perennial Forb | Vegetative Sparse
White Grass Leersia virginica. Native Perennial Grass | Vegetative Sparse
Dwarf Raspberry Rubus pubescens Native Grz(z:\e dngf\ller Vegetative Sparse
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Figures 4 & 5: Above is the data collected from Field Maps and iMaplnvasives Mobile App. Searched areas
are outlined in purple, presence points and polygons are outlined in green. Non-detected points are in
yellow, which represents non-detects for beech leaf disease (the entire searched area also has a non-
detect layer for beech leaf disease).
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: The interior of this state forest was difficult to access as there are no official trails in the state
forest and where the Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator entered the forest there was a dense understory
of dotted hawthorn, after passing through that there was open wetland but it was still difficult to access due to
uneven ground and multiple downed trees and shrubby natives and invasives.

Response: The only species that would currently be recommended for treatment would be the Japanese
knotweed along the administrative road. However, due to the size of the infestation it is outside of the current
scope of the Capital Region PRISM with the limitation of manual and mechanical treatment methods. If this
population continues to grow it could quickly infest the streams that traverse through the state forest and
overtake the wetland habitats throughout the state forest.

Post-Survey Monitoring: This site is a low priority for post-survey monitoring for the Capital Region at this time
due to low accessibility and low ecological and comprehensive scores. This site should however, be monitored
every 3-5 years for any new introductions of Tier 1 or Tier 2 species.
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