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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Capital District WMA

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 08/19/25 County: Rensselaer County

Site Name: Capital District Wildlife Management Area | Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC
Temporary Revocable Permit

Address (if different): Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 5 PRISM
Black River Rd Petersburgh, NY 12138 staff, 4 hours on site (20 people hours)

Dynamite Shack Rd Petersburgh, NY 12138

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:

Black River Rd- 42.623986, -73.411563 Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forests TRP Contact,
Dynamite Shack Rd- 42.6345565, -73.399026 william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450

Total Parcel Size (acres): 3,982 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator
ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 23.73 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):

Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician
Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen, Riley Willard- Invasive
Species Technicians

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Sam Schultz- 9924
Invasive Species Technicians- 29191

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA

*REMINDERS:
e Obtain proper permissions before completing any detection & monitoring project. Please attach any

permits/permissions completed for this project as an appendix.
e Check iMaplnvasives/iNaturalist to determine what invasive species have previously been reported in

the vicinity of the parcel

Conservation Goal:

Delineate & assess a conservation value 1 To prevent and protect a conservation value
[ Local Eradication [ Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
1 Suppression [ Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
Detection Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training 1 eDNA
[ Highly Probable Areas [ Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The primary purposes of Capital District Wildlife Management Area (WMA) are for wildlife

management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. This WMA is a 3,982-acre parcel
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acquired from 1928 to 1941 for use as a game management area and game refuge. Prior to acquisition, the
main human activities on the area had been subsistence farming and charcoal burning. During the 1930s and
1940s a Civilian Conservation Corps Camp was operated at the WMA, and many projects were completed,
including the dam for the Black River Pond and the roads on the management area. The WMA was used as a
stocking site during the beaver reintroduction program of the 1930s. In 1944 the refuge designation was
dropped, and the entire area became a wildlife management area. Capital District WMA is situated at the
southern end of a geologic feature known as the Rensselaer Plateau and is covered with semi-mature to mature
stands of black cherry, sugar maple, yellow birch, hemlock, red oak, and red spruce. Black spruce, tamarack, and
balsam fir occur in the characteristic bog-like wetlands on the WMA. The topography is quite flat, except on the
eastern edge which drops into the Kinderhook Creek valley.

Featured activities on the property include hiking, hunting, trapping, freshwater fishing, and watchable
wildlife. The WMA is located in the Towns of Stephentown and Berlin in Rensselaer County. There are seven
miles of public truck trails with several small parking areas and numerous pull offs throughout the road
network. Additional public access to the interior of the WMA is provided by nine miles of multiple use
trails. Cherry Plain State Park, nestled within the WMA, is managed by the Office of Parks Recreation and

Historic Preservation.

Like most of the state's Wildlife Management Areas, Capital District WMA is managed by DEC's
Division of Fish and Wildlife for wildlife conservation and wildlife-associated recreation (hunting, trapping,
wildlife viewing, and photography). Funding to maintain and manage this site is provided by the Federal Aid in
Wildlife Restoration or "Pittman-Robertson" Act, which is acquired through excise taxes on sporting arms,
ammunition, and archery equipment.

Habitat management is accomplished primarily through commercial timber harvests that are used to
increase habitat diversity by creating various kinds of forest canopy openings. Recent timber harvests have
been aimed at improving snowshoe hare habitat. Other planned timber harvests will be used to create a
patchwork of different stages of early successional habitat that will benefit a variety of species. Other routine
management actions included mowing to maintain grassy openings and apple tree maintenance. Thirteen
miles of town roads and state truck trails provide access to the area, and a network of foot trails continues to
be developed. Capital District WMA is managed for non-intensive recreation consistent with its wildlife
management function. Those seeking more intensive day-use areas should visit the nearby Cherry Plain and
Grafton Lakes State Parks. View the Habitat Management Plan for Capital District Wildlife Management Area
(PDF), approved in October 2017, which identifies the WMA-specific target species and habitat goals for the
WMA.

Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Invasive Species team conducted visual surveys along trails and administrative
roads throughout the WMA. Efforts specifically focused on the Waterfall Trail starting down towards Cherry Plain
State Park and looping around down Miller Rd. and a portion of the trail connecting Dynamite Shack Rd and Miller
Rd. beginning on Dynamite Shack rd. The survey focused on both terrestrial and forest pest species.

Site Significance: The Capital District WMA is a Priority Conservation Area of the Capital Region PRISM.
The property scores highly for both the comprehensive and ecological scores. As shown on the NYS DEC
Environmental Resource Mapper below, there are significant natural communities of hemlock-northern
hardwood forest (high quality occurrence of uncommon community type), and beech-maple mesic forest (high

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY

Departmentof 16 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial
Environmental . . . . .
Conservation support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund



http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
https://parks.ny.gov/parks/173/
https://dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/yficapitalhmp.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/yficapitalhmp.pdf

w‘ Capital Region PRISM Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County

Partnership for Regional 50 West High St.

kﬁ_‘ j Invasive Species Management Ballston Spa, NY 12020
\Q ¢/
QS

capitalregionprism.org

quality occurrence of uncommon community type). There is also a multitude of rare, threatened and
endangered species reported to be in the vicinity of the property including bats listed as endangered or
threatened, rare mosses (not listed by NYS), Fernald’s cuckoo bumble bee (not listed by NYS), New England
Cottontail (historical record- special concern), rare animals not listed by NYS, plants listed as endangered,
threatened or rare by NYS, rare dragonflies and damselflies (not listed by NYS), and animals listed as

endangered or threatened.
k|

Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper.
On the left is the comprehensive score, on the right is the ecological significance score. The
darker the shade of color, the more significant the area.

Figure 3: Screenshot on the left is taken from the NYS
DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The map
shows significant natural communities (pink/purple)
and the vicinity of rare, threatened and endangered
species (orange) on the property and surrounding
areas.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Invasive Species Present:
. Area
Common Scientific U/ e Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested
Threat Form/ . .
Name Name . Life stage Cover (%) Abundance (acres/miles
Rank Lifecycle o
if linear)
Litylenchus
Begch Leaf crenatae 3, NA Animal Feeding NA NA 0.25 acres
Disease "
mccannii
Emerald Ash | Agrilus 1y nsect NA NA NA 0.08 acres
Borer planipennis
Hemlock
Woolly Adelges 4, H Not Not Not Not detected Not
. tsugae detected detected detected detected
Adelgid
Japanese Berberis 0.37
P .. 4, VH Shrub Fruit 26-50% Sparse acres,0.12
Barberry thunbergii .
miles
Artemisi 0.26
Mugwort d emls./a 4, H Forb Flowers 76-100% | Monoculture acr.es,
vulgaris 0.029 miles
Spotted Cent
potte entaurea 4, H Forb Flowers 5-25% Sparse 0.22 acres
knapweed stoebe
Reed Pha{ar/s 4, H Grass Seed 5-25% Trace 0.12 acres,
Canarygrass | arundinacea 0.034 miles
Multiflora Rosa 0.16 acres
i - 0, ’
rose multifiora 4, VH Shrub Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 0.029 miles
Morrows Lonlcero.i. 4, H Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres
honeysuckle morrowii
Common Phragm:?es 4, VH Grass Vegetative 3% Sparse 0.02 acres
Reed australis
Bull thistle Cirsium 4, M Forb Flowers <5% Trace 0.04 acr.es,
vulgare 0.011 miles
Black Locust Robinia . 4, VH Tree Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres
pseudoacacia
. 1.56 acres,
Total For All Species 0.103 miles

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above.
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Figure 4: Screenshot from Field Maps- iMMA. Searched areas (purple) and invasive
species presence (green) is shown above.
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Figure 5: Screenshot from iMaplinvasives presence points for beech
leaf disease (green), unconfirmed present species (pink) for emerald
ash borer, Japanese barberry and beech leaf disease, and non-
detection points (yellow) for emerald ash borer, beech leaf disease and

hemlock woolly adelgid.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: The only barrier during this survey was a limit of time to survey, as observed by the inability
to survey the entirety of the trail between Dynamite Shack Rd and Miller Rd. Continue to survey here.

Response: Capital Region PRISM staff should begin to start managing invasive species detected during this
survey within highly probable areas to minimize introductions into the interior portions of this wildlife
management area.

Post-Survey Monitoring: The Capital Region PRISM will continue to monitor throughout the Capital District
WMA. This is a high priority area for monitoring efforts as there is a low number of invasive species throughout
the WMA and the area scores highly on the NYNHP Prioritization Mappers.
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