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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report 
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 10/15/25 County: Washington 

 
Site Name: Carters Pond Wildlife Management Area Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different):  
Ferguson Rd, East Greenwich, NY 12865 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 1 PRISM 
staff member, 4.5 hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
Parking lot near trails- 43.16489197, -73.42383094 
Boat Launch Parking- 43.164882, -73.423891 
Parking on Mill Rd- 43.18008575, -73.4179337 
Parking on Fergurson Rd- 43.1778890, -73.4136955 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Paul Jensen, Region 5 WMA TRP Contact, 
paul.jensen@dec.ny.gov,  (518) 897-1291 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 446.5 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator, 
ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 85.88 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): NA 

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Sam Schultz- 9924 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

*REMINDERS: 
• Obtain proper permissions before completing any detection & monitoring project. Please attach any 

permits/permissions completed for this project as an appendix. 
• Check iMapInvasives/iNaturalist to determine what invasive species have previously been reported in 

the vicinity of the parcel 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☒ Detection  ☒  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☐ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The primary purposes of Carters Pond Wildlife Management Area (WMA) are for wildlife 
management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. The 446.5-acre management 
area is dedicated to Philip A. Dustin, an avid conservationist and charter member of the Waterfowl 
Improvement Association. The Association, a group of sportsmen, encouraged New York's acquisition of 
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Carters Pond as a waterfowl management area. The forest is primarily dominated by beech and maple. 
Featured activities on the property include hiking, hunting, trapping, freshwater fishing, interpretive trail, and 
watchable wildlife. 

Carters Pond WMA is identified as a Bird Conservation Area (BCA). New York State BCAs are state-
owned lands and waters designated to safeguard and enhance bird populations in New York State. 
Deep emergent marsh, shrub swamp, forested wetlands, shrublands, and old fields provide habitat for pied-
billed grebe (Threatened), least bittern (Threatened), osprey (Special Concern), Virginia rail, common 
moorhen, American coot, marsh wren, great blue heron, green heron, American black duck, blue-winged teal, 
and American woodcock. Use the Wildlife Management Area Vertebrate Checklist (PDF) and the Wildlife 
Management Area Bird Checklist (PDF) as wildlife viewing guides. 

Ducks, woodcock, grouse, pheasants, and deer attract hunters to the area in October and November, 
although small game hunting is popular throughout the season. DEC releases ring-necked pheasants in the 
area prior to the youth and regular hunting seasons. Muskrats, mink, and foxes attract the most interest from 
trappers. Please be sure to abide by all game laws. 

A major summer and winter family activity at Carters Pond is fishing. Among the chief game fish 
species are largemouth bass, chain pickerel, crappie, northern pike, bluegill, sunfish, and bullhead. A hand 
boat launch is located off of Route 49 on Carter Pond. Electric motorboats are permitted. 

The mile long Nature trail was constructed in 1980 by the combined efforts of the Washington County 
Youth Conservation Corps and members of the Waterfowl Improvement Association. In 2012, staff and 
volunteers made half of the loop into a fully accessible trail. The trail offers an opportunity to learn more about 
nature and examine the relationship between wildlife, habitat, soils, and climate. There are many species of 
trees, plants, fungi, and ferns to identify along the path in both upland and wetland habitat communities. 

Like most of the state's Wildlife Management Areas, Carters Pond WMA is managed by DEC's Division 
of Fish and Wildlife for wildlife conservation and wildlife-associated recreation (hunting, trapping, wildlife 
viewing, and photography). Funding to maintain and manage this site is provided by the Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration or "Pittman-Robertson" Act, which is acquired through excise taxes on sporting arms, ammunition, 
and archery equipment. 

DEC manages these lands in accordance with the management activities described in the Northern 
Piedmont Unit Management Plan (PDF). In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains detailed 
information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history, habitats, 
wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please 
email r5.ump@dec.ny.gov. 
 
Survey Techniques: Surveying was conducted throughout the property monitoring highly probable areas, 
including the trails, boat launch and within mowed areas in the field on the northern half of the property. Trailside 
surveys were conducted throughout the property. 
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Site Significance: This property was selected due to a lack of invasive species distribution data. The 
property also scores moderately high on the comprehensive score and ecological score within the 
wetland of the property. This site also contains a deep emergent marsh (high quality occurrence of 
uncommon community type) and is in the vicinity of animals listed as endangered or threatened.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 1, 2 & 3: On the left is the comprehensive score map, in the center is the ecological score map both taken 
from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the right is a map of natural resources within Carters Pond 
WMA taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. As seen above, the property scores moderately 
high for the comprehensive and ecological scores, specifically within the pond itself. The property also consists of 
a significant natural community, deep emergent marsh, and is in the vicinity of animals listed as endangered or 

threatened. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Present: 

Common 
Name 

Scientific 
Name 

Tier/ 
Threat 
Rank 

Growth 
Form/ 

Lifecycle 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover 

(%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 

Beech Leaf 
Disease 

Litylenchus 
crenatae 
mccannii 

4, NA Animal Not 
detected 

Not 
detecte

d 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Emerald Ash 
Borer 

Agrilus 
planipennis 4, VH Animal Adult NA NA 0.02 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle 

Lonicera 
morrowii 4, VH Woody 

shrub Vegetative 45% Sparse 34.93 acres 

Reed 
Canarygrass 

Phalaris 
arundinacea 4, H Perenni

al grass Vegetative 70% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

19.22 acres 

Purple 
Loosestrife 

Lythrum 
salicaria 4, VH Perenni

al Forb Seeds 20% Sparse 0.105 acres 

Multiflora 
rose 

Rosa 
multiflora 4, VH Woody 

shrub 
Vegetative/ 

Fruits 10% Sparse 0.853 acres 

Mugwort Artemisia 
vulgaris 4, H Perenni

al Forb Vegetative 20% Trace 0.193 acres 

Spotted 
knapweed 

Centaurea 
stoebe 4, H Perenni

al Forb Seeds 26% Sparse 17.39 acres 

Common 
buckthorn 

Rhamnus 
cathartica 4, VH Tree/ 

shrub Vegetative 25% Sparse 1.20 acres 

Yellow Iris Iris 
pseudacorus 4, H Perenni

al Forb Seeds 10% Trace 0.02 acres 

Wild Parsnip Pastinaca 
sativa 4, M Biennial 

Forb Dormant 15% Dense 17.3 acres 

Bristly Locust Robinia 
hispida 

Untier
ed, L 

Woody 
Shrub Vegetative 40% Dense 0.021 acres 

Total For All Species 91.252 acres 
*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
 
 
Native/Other Non-native Species Present: The property was defined widely by two separate ecosystem types. 
Within the wetland in the southern half of the parcel the species observed are listed below.:

Trees: 
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra), Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), American Beech (Fagus grandifolia), 
Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus), Black Walnut (Juglans nigra), Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), Ash 
(Fraxinus sp.)- (dead), Slippery elm (Ulmus rubra), Red alder (Alnus rubra) 
 
Shrubs: 
Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum), Winterberry Holly (Ilex verticillata), Southern Arrowwood/ 
Arrowwood Viburnum (Viburnum dentatum), Brambles (Rubus spp.), Witch hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) 
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Herbaceous Plants/Forbs: 
Calico Aster (Symphyotrichum lateriflorum), Sedge spp. (Carex spp.), White Meadowsweet (Spiraea alba var 
latifolia), Iris spp. (Iris spp.), Purple stem beggar ticks (Bidens connata), Indian tobacco (Lobelia inflata), Virginia 
wild rye (Elymus virginicus), Joe-pye weed (Eutrochium purpureum), Tall meadowrue (Thalictrum pubescens), 
American black current (Ribes americanum), Intermediate wood fern (Dryopteris intermedia) 

Within the fields in the northern half of the parcel the species observed are listed below. 
Trees: 
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra), Paper birch (Betula papyrifera), Tamarack (Larix laricina), Red alder (Alnus 
rubra), Ash (Fraxinus spp.), Quaking aspen 
 
Shrubs: 
Brambles (Rubus spp.), Gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa), Willow spp. (Salix spp.) 
 
Herbaceous plants/forbs: 
Goldenrod (Solidago spp.), Virgins bower (Clematis virginiana), New England aster (Symphyotrichum novae-
angliae), Wild bergamont (Monarda fistulosa), White heath aster (Symphyotrichum ericoides), Joe-pye weed 
(Eutrochium purpureum), Common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca) 
 
Map:  
 

Figure 4: A screenshot of iMapInvasives desktop showing non-detect points for beech leaf disease (yellow) and an 
unconfirmed detection point of Emerald Ash Borer (pink). 
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Figure 5: A screenshot of ArcGIS Online showing the searched area (purple), presence polygons (greenish brown) 
and presence points (green) 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: There is little-no cell service on this site, be sure to have all maps downloaded prior to arrival. 
Ticks are also a concern on this property with the variety of tall vegetation within the fields especially. 
 
Response: Response efforts should focus around the trails on the southern portion of the property, honeysuckle 
and other invasives along the riparian corridor specifically should be managed. Following management, active 
restoration actions should take place. Initial response actions will begin next year by the Capital Region PRISM 
staff. Management should also take place for the suspected yellow iris near the boat launch, which will occur 
next year as well. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: The Capital Region PRISM should monitor this location tri-annually (every three years) 
this is not the highest priority location for the PRISM, but it is also not a low priority site. This site is manageable 
if efforts begin starting in the southern portion and perhaps tackling other areas in the future depending on 
goals of the wildlife management area. 
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