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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report   
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 05/21/2025 County: Columbia 

 
Site Name: Charles Flood Wildlife Management Area Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? 

Yes, NYS DEC Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different): 104 Alvords Dock Rd, Hudson, NY 
12534 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
2.5 hours/5 staff 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 42.326217°N, 
73.763513°W 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Mike Clark, TRP Contact, michael.clark@dec.ny.gov, 
(518) 357-2355   

Total Parcel Size (acres): 591 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
Ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 10.85 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):  
Cass Klingaman, Mckensey Biggie, Riley Willard, Kyle 
Pasanen- Invasive Species Technicians 

Report Author: Kyle Pasanen Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Kyle Pasanen- 29191 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☒ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
☐ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description:  
The primary purposes of the Charles Flood Wildlife Management Area (CFWMA) at the Empire 

Brickyard are for wildlife management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. The 
CFWMA Brickyard is a 591-acre parcel acquired in 2018 from Scenic Hudson primarily to expand and improve 
wildlife dependent recreation opportunities such as hunting, trapping, and wildlife viewing; for the 
preservation of spawning and nursery habitat for coastal, migratory, and resident fish; and the protection of 
rare plant species. This WMA is made up of fields, forested uplands, shrublands, and tidal marsh. A portion of 
the property is part of the Hudson River National Estuarine Research and Reserve, specifically the Stockport 
Flats Research and Reserve site, and is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon 
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Society. 
The area surveyed followed the blue trail which runs along the edge between a mixed hardwood forest 

and an open field before entering the forest, which included an understory composed primarily of invasive 
shrubs and vines. 
 
Survey Techniques:  

The CR-PRISM team conducted a visual detection and monitoring trail-side survey for invasive species 
identification training.  
 
Site Significance: 

This site is one of low ecological significance and a low prioritization score. The reason for conducting 
this survey was for invasive species identification training for seasonal staff. The reason this site was chosen 
was because of the high abundance of different species of invasive plant, not as a potential remediation site. 
 

 
Figure 1: The image above is taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper, showing proximity to 
the Hudson River and its rare plants/animals. This location is in the vicinity of bats and Atlantic Sturgeon, 
Shortnose Sturgeon and other animals listed as endangered or threatened. It is also in the vicinity of significant 
anadromous fish concentration areas. 
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Figure 2: Values represent Ecological Significance scores for the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization. Higher values 
indicate areas of high ecological value due to the presence of rare plant and animal species, significant natural 

communities, and habitat suitable for rare species. As seen above, this site ranks low on an ecologically 
significant scale. 

 

 
Figure 3: Values in this raster represent the Comprehensive Score for the iMap Terrestrial Prioritization. Higher 
values indicate areas where habitat of high ecological significance is at greatest threat from invasive species. 
This location scores moderately for the region, however, most of the significance of this site comes from the 
protected area status. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Present: 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Common 

Buckthorn, 
Rhamnus 
cathartica 

4 Very 
High 

Shrub/ 
tree Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.577 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet, 

Celastrus 
orbiculatus 

4 Very 
High 

Woody 
Vine Vegetative 5%-25% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.577 acres 

Border Privet, 
Ligustrum 

obtusifolium 
4 High Perennial 

Shrub Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.577 acres 

Japanese 
Stiltgrass, 

Microstegium 
vimineum 

4 Very 
High 

Annual 
Grass Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.577 acres 

Winged Burning 
Bush, Euonymus 

alatus 
4 Very 

High 
Woody 
shrub Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.577 acres 

Total for all species 0.577 acres 
 
Map:  

 
Figure 4: Searched area (purple) and presence polygon (green) at Charles Flood WMA 
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Figure 5. Full map of Charles Flood WMA 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes:  
No limiting barriers or issues with surveying at this site. 
 
Response:  
Follow-up treatment and monitoring is not recommended as this site is overrun with invasive species, and any 
removal projects would be ineffective. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring:  
Monitoring may occur in the future at this site only to collect additional invasive species distribution data but it 
is not a high priority site for surveying. This site should be monitored on a rotational basis to survey on new 
introductions of Tier 1 and Tier 2 species. 
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