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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Cole Hill State Forest

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 08/04/2025

County: Albany County

Site Name: Cole Hill State Forest

Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC
Temporary Revocable Permit

Address (if different): Irish Hill Rd, East Berne, NY
12059

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:
3 PRISM staff, 1 hour on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:

Irish Hill Parking Area- 42.596946, -74.110973

Willsie Rd Parking Area #1- 42.591998, -74.108091
Willie Rd Parking Area #2- 42.598959, -74.097161

Cole Hill Parking Area (inaccessible at time of survey)-
42.594212, -74.09532

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP
Contact, william.schongar@dec.ny.gov
(518) 357-2450

Total Parcel Size (acres): 815 acres

Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:
Mckensey Biggie, Lead Terrestrial Invasive Species
Technician

Worksite Size (acres): 1.059 acres

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):
Cass Klingaman, Riley Willard- Terrestrial Invasive
Species Technicians

Report Author: Cass Klingaman

Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Mckensey Biggie- 29191

# of Volunteers (if applicable): N/A

Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
N/A

Conservation Goal:
[ Delineate & assess a conservation value

O Local Eradication

Suppression O Exclusion

Survey Type:

[ Detection [ Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring

Highly Probable Areas

[1 Post-Treatment Monitoring

[ Volunteer Engagement

To prevent and protect a conservation value
O Containment

[ Restoration

00 eDNA

1 Crew Assistance Program Project

(1 Detection Training

Site Description: The 815-acre Cole Hill State Forest is located less than an hour's drive away from the Capital

Region. This state forest features a designated hiking trail as well as a multi-use trail, both of which provide

opportunities to observe the wildlife of the Helderbergs. The state forest is managed for multiple uses,

including timber production, watershed protection, wildlife habitat, and recreation. Featured activities on the
property include hiking, primitive camping, hunting, trapping, snowmobiling, and watchable wildlife. Cole Hill
State Forest also contains a section of the Long Path (a 347-mile trail system running from Fort Lee, New Jersey
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to Altamont, New York) which could increase risks of invasion and spread to or from the state forest.
DEC manages these lands in accordance with the management activities described in the Helderbergs

Management Area Unit Management Plan (PDF). In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains
detailed information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history,
habitats, wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please
email r4.ump@dec.ny.gov.

Survey Techniques: Visual monitoring of highly probable areas within the state forest was applied to locate any
patches of invasive species. All invasive species detected were mapped using Field Maps-iMap Mobile Advanced
(iMMA) to gather information on the area and present species within all searched areas. All invasive plants
detected were pulled or cut to suppress their spread.

Site Significance: Cole Hill State Forest does not score high for the comprehensive or ecological
significance score according to the NYNHP Prioritization Mapper and does not have any significant natural
communities or rare, threatened or endangered species. This site has a low level of invasive species
within the property and therefore minimal maintenance of highly probable areas protect the larger area
of the state forest.

Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the top is the
comprehensive score (risk, protected status and ecological significance) and on the bottom is the ecological
significance. The darker the shade, the more significant an area.
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Figure 3: Screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The state forest is
delineated by the crosshatched markings. There are no identified significant natural communities
or rare, threatened or endangered species populations on the site.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Invasive Species Present:
Area For Highly
Probable Areas
Common Name & | Tier Threat | Growth | Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested Area Treated
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking Form Life stage Cover (%) Abundance (af:fre.s/miles (acres/miles
if linear) if linear)
Morrow’s
Honey§uckle 4 V?ry Shrub Fruiting 26-50% Trace 0.042 acres | 0.042 acres
(Lonicera High
morrowii)
Glossy
Buckthorn 4 High Tree Fruiting <5% Trace 0.042 acres | 0.042 acres
(Frangula alnus)
Oriental
Bittersweet 4 V(.ery Vine Vegetative <5% Trace 0.042 acres | 0.042 acres
(Celastrus High
orbiculatus)
k§§°§§§d Perenn
P 4 High ial Flowering 10% Sparse 0.042 acres | 0.042 acres
(Centaurea
Herb
stoebe)
Burning Bush Ver
(Euonymus 4 Hi K Shrub | Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 0.02 acres
alatus) g
Multiflora Rose Ver
(Rosa 4 Hi K Shrub | Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.069 acres | 0.069 acres
multiflora) &
Garlic Mustard Ver Herbac
(Alliaria 4 . y Dormant <5% Trace 0.069 acres | 0.069 acres
. High eous
petiolata)
;::rr?l\d ':755 4 Very Insect Not Not Not Not Not
. 9 . High detected detected detected detected detected
planipennis)
Total for all species 0.326 acres | 0.326 acres
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Figure 4: Screenshot taken from ArcGlIS Online- iMMA. Overview of state forest and areas searched
and treated.
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Figure 5: Irish Hill Rd Parking Area Figure 6: Willsie Rd Parking Area #1
. . (south)
Invasives detected: burning bush,
morrows honeysuckle, glossy buckthorn, Invasives detected: multiflora rose, garlic

oriental bittersweet, spotted knapweed mustard

Figure 6: Willsie Rd Parking Area #2 (north)

Invasives detected: multiflora rose, common buckthorn
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: Some highly probable areas of the site were inaccessible due to heavy equipment or other
vehicles taking up the space. Monitoring should continue at this site in these locations.

Response: The Terrestrial Invasive Species Team arrived at Cole Hill State Forest and monitored several parking
lots along the forest's roads. The parking lots and pull-offs had some patches of morrow’s honeysuckle as well
as other invasives. CR-PRISM staff also monitored a section of the trail which led from the Irish Hill Rd pull off,
however few invasives were found on this trail. Invasives that were found were cut or dug out of the site and
disposed of properly. Future returns to the site should monitor the other pull-offs within the forest.

Post-Survey Monitoring: Post-survey monitoring should occur along the highly probable areas of the state forest
during future field seasons to determine the extent of invasive species infestations and conduct post-treatment
monitoring on those that already received treatment. Continued monitoring and suppression over several field
seasons should be paired with data recording to compare growth amounts from season to season.
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