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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Highly Probable Area Report- Doodletown State Forest

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 6/18/25, 8/8/25 County: Columbia
Site Name: Doodletown Wildlife Management Area Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?

Yes, NYS DEC Temporary Revokable Permit
Address (if different): Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:
623 County Rte 27, Ancram, NY 12502 2 PRISM Staff, 5 hours on site
Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact: Mike Clark
42.106346, -73.641609 michael.clark@dec.ny.gov (518)357-2355
Total Parcel Size (acres): 1,078 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Kyle Pasanen, Invasive Species Technician
Worksite Size (acres): 2.62 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):

Cass Klingaman- Invasive Species Technician
Report Author: Kyle Pasanen Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:

Kyle Pasanen- 29191

Conservation Goal:

Delineate & assess a conservation value 1 To prevent and protect a conservation value
1 Local Eradication 1 Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
1 Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
[] Detection [ Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training [ eDNA
Highly Probable Areas [ Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The primary purposes of Doodletown Wildlife Management Area (WMA) are for wildlife

management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. The WMA is a combination of
two parcels, one purchased in 2017 consisting of 690 acres, and another purchased in 2019 consisting of 388
acres, for a total of 1,078 acres. The WMA is primarily forested with semi-mature to mature forest stands of
oak, maple, birch, and aspen. Several wetlands and vernal pools are scattered throughout the property
providing breeding and nursery habitat for many species of amphibians. This WMA also has several
recreational opportunities, such as hunting, trapping, and bird watching.

An important species to be managed at Doodletown WMA is the New England cottontail, a species of
special concern in New York State. The WMA falls within the Southern Columbia County New England
cottontail focus area. Management actions planned for this WMA will protect critical habitat to support
populations of New England cottontail.

Doodletown WMA is situated along the western edge of the Taconic Range and is characterized by
rocky, forested hills made up of marble, limestone, slate, and iron. Mining of iron in this area was important to
the early economy; agriculture and farming now characterize much of the landscape surrounding Doodletown
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WMA. The topography is made up of flat-topped hills and sloping ravines. Featured activities on the property
include hunting, trapping and watchable wildlife.

Like most of the state's Wildlife Management Areas, Doodletown WMA is managed by DEC's Division
of Fish and Wildlife for wildlife conservation and wildlife-associated recreation (hunting, trapping, wildlife
viewing, and photography). Funding to maintain and manage this site is provided by the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration or "Pittman-Robertson" Act, which is acquired through excise taxes on sporting arms, ammunition,
and archery equipment.

Management at Doodletown WMA is designed to maintain forested and wetland habitats, while
creating habitat diversity within the property. Young forest created will provide critical habitat to support
populations of New England cottontail and many other species of wildlife including ruffed grouse, cerulean
warbler, and bobcat. Forestry practices will be utilized to create openings within the forest canopy, allowing
sunlight to reach the forest floor and promote natural regeneration.

Doodletown WMA is managed for non-intensive recreation consistent with its wildlife management
function. The area does have open woodlands, but there are no designated trails. Those seeking more
developed day use areas should visit the nearby Lake Taghkanic State Park.

View the Habitat Management Plan for Doodletown Wildlife Management Area (PDF), approved in July
2018, which identifies the WMA-specific target species and habitat goals for the WMA.

Survey Techniques: This was a highly probable area search around the perimeter of two parking areas and

along the length of one trail. The area surveyed started from the northern parking area working south along
the trail as long as time allowed. The Doodletown Rd parking area was also surveyed, only in the parking lot,
not along the trail. Parking areas are dominated by a variety of invasive species. Once the forest is entered, the
trail from the northern lot has a very low abundance of invasive species.
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Site Significance: This site does not score highly on the comprehensive score or the ecological score. This
year this site was selected as part of the efforts of delineating state lands that previously lacked invasive
species distribution data. This site may become a future priority depending on reassessment of priority
conservation areas within the Capital Region PRISM due to the reported low level of invasives in the interior
of the property.

Figures 1, 2 & 3: The screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper
(comprehensive score on the left and ecological score in the middle) and the NYS DEC Environmental
Resource Mapper. For the first two maps, the darker the color shows areas that are more significant than
the surrounding areas. As seen above, Doodletown Wildlife Management Area does not score highly in
either category. The map on the right shows environmental resources on the property. On the very southern
tip of the property designates (orange) the location is in the vicinity of the New England Cottontail listed as
special concern by NYS.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected:
Common Area Area
Name & Tier Threat Growth Phenology Percent Distribution/ Infested Treated
Scientific Rank | Ranking Form / Life stage | Cover (%) Abundance | (acres/mile | (acres/miles
Name s if linear) if linear)
Site A: 5%- .
Japanese 25% Sltep,g.nlise/nse
K;;;zl;fizd 4 \H/?grr:/ Herbaceous | Vegetative zll:;[:ei:t Clumps 0.34 acres 0.34 acres
. . . Site B: Absent
Japonica zll;:ei.t Site C: Absent
Site A: 5%- .
Spotted 25% Sltep,g:nlise/nse
g?’?(::ﬁs: 4 High Herbaceous | Vegetative zgseei:t Clumps 0.34 acres 0 acres
stoebe Site C: Site B: Absent
Absen:c Site C: Absent
Multiflora Site A: 5%- Site A: Sparse
Rose Very . 25% o 0.68 acres,
Rosa 4 High Shrub Vegetative | oo B: <5% i:i (B:j zp::: 0.32 miles | O-36acres
multiflora Site C: <5% +op
Morrow’s Site A: 5%-
Honeysuckle Ver 25% Site A: Sparse 0.34 acres
y 4 =ry Shrub Vegetative | Site B: <5% | Site B: Sparse ’ .| 0.34acres
Lonicera High . . 0.32 miles
morrowii Site C: Site C: Absent
Absent
Site A: 5%-
(o)
Autumn Olive Ver SiZtE(;/I; Site A: Sparse
Elaeagnus 4 Hi K Shrub Vegetative Absen.t Site B: Absent | 0.34 acres 0 acres
umbellata 8 Site C: Site C: Absent
Absent
Japanese Site A: <5% .
. Site A: Sparse
. (o)
Barberr.y 4 erry Shrub Vegetative Slte. B: <% Site B: Trace 0.34 acres, 0.36 acres
Berberis High Site C: Site C: Absent 0.32 miles
thunbergii Absent )
.Orlental Site A: <5% | Site A: Sparse
Bittersweet Very . . . . 0.68 acres,
Colastrus 4 Hih Vine Vegetative | Site B: <5% | Site B: Sparse 0.32 miles 0 acres
i 8 Site C: <5% | Site C: Sparse |
Winged Site A: <5% .
. . Site A: Sparse
- . o,
Burning-Bush 4 erry Shrub Vegetative Slte.B' <% Site B: Sparse 0.34 acres, 0.36 acres
Euonymus High Site C: Site C: Absent 0.32 miles
alatus Absent '
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MGuastc;Cr d Very Site A: <5% | Site A: Sparse 0.68 acres
. 4 ) Herbaceous In Seed Site B: <5% | Site B: Sparse ’ L 0 acres
Alliaria High o ro . 0.32 miles
petiolata Site C: <5% | Site C: Sparse
Japanese Site A: <5% | Site A: Sparse
Stiltgrass 4 Very Ground Vegetative Site B: <5% | Site B: Trace | 0.68 acres, 0 acres
Microstegium High cover & Site C: 51- | Site C: Dense | 0.32 miles
vimineum 75% Plants/Clumps
. 0.68 acres,
Total for all species 0.318 miles 0.36 acres

Site A: North Parking Area

Site B: Trail from North Parking Area

Site C: Doodletown Road Parking Area

Map:

=CountyiRoute 27
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Figures 4 & 5: Screenshots taken from ArcGIS Onlme. On the
left, shows the northern parking area and trail that was
delineated on June 18™, 2025 and then treated on August 8,
2025. The screenshot on the right shows the Doodletown Rd
Parking area that was delineated on June 18™, 2025.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: Parking areas are highly infested with invasive species, but the section of the trail that was
surveyed has a very low abundance of invasive species. The surveyed trail is overgrown at the start and seems
to be used very minimally.

Response: Response should continue around the parking areas and trailheads due to the low levels of invasives
within the wildlife management area. Using a brush cutter is recommended, particularly for Japanese Barberry
and Multiflora Rose, as the dense thickets at the start of the trail are difficult to access with hand tools alone.
Response should also be conducted earlier in the season than August. By then, many of the native plants have
grown enough to make some of the invasive plants difficult to spot and access. Many invasive species were also
observed to be in seed in August.

Post-Survey Monitoring: Monitoring should continue at this site, specifically other highly probable areas,
including parking lots and trails to determine the true extent and density of invasive species throughout the
wildlife management area. This will not only lead to better management decisions on the property but will also
provide more useful data for the reassessment of priority conservation areas within the Capital Region PRISM.
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