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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Response Report- Eldridge Swamp State Forest

Section 1. Response Project Summary

General Information

Date Response Action Conducted: 6/24/25 County: Washington
Site Name: Eldridge Swamp State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?
Yes, NYS DEC Temporary Revocable Permit (TRP)
Address (if different): 825 NY-313, Cambridge, NY Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site:
5 PRISM staff, 4 hours on site
Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
43.06308°N, 73.336551°W Rob Ripp, TRP State Forest Contact,
robert.ripp@dec.ny.gov, (518) 897-1291
Total Parcel Size (acres): 515 acres Project Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator
ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 15.3 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):

Invasive Species Technicians- Riley Willard, Cass
Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen

Lead Invasive Species Technician- Mckensey Biggie

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Sam Schultz-9924
# of Volunteers (if any): NA # of Total Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x

Time spent on site) NA

Conservation Goal:

[] Delineate & assess a conservation value [] To prevent and protect a conservation value
Local Eradication [] Post-Treatment Monitoring [] Containment
] Suppression ] Exclusion [ Restoration

Response Type:
Initial Response [ Follow-up Monitoring 1 Crew Assistance Program Project

[J Research Action [ Restoration [ Volunteer Engagement

Disposal method(s): Biomass was left on site in piles, there is the possibility of seed drop for the season
however, seeds present were not yet ripe and could possibly not develop into viable seeds, thereby reducing
the risk of spread at this site.

Project Significance: This site was selected due to the significance of the parcel, there are a variety of
significant natural communities on site including the presence of very healthy hemlock swamp. As seen
below from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper and the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization
Mapper.
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Figure 1: This map from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper shows the presence of significant natural
communities on site at Eldridge Swamp State Forest. Significant natural communities include a red maple-hardwood
swamp, spruce-fir swamp, shrub swamp, and marsh headwater stream.

Figures 2 & 3: These maps are from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization
Mapper. The darker the color, the higher the significance on both maps. This
area score significantly on both the comprehensive and ecological scores.
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Section 2: Response Results Summary

Is this the first year of treatment? Yes, this is an initial treatment of the Japanese barberry on this site.

Is follow-up needed? What time of year and how often during the season? Yes, follow up is needed at this
site. Treatment should occur at a similar time of year to prevent further spread of the seeds. If in the future,
soil can be disturbed in the wetland this project could take place over multiple days throughout the season.
This year’s treatment was focused on reducing seed production and spread.

Species Size of Area Treated
Common & Tier Threat | Response | Percent Distribution/ Infestation (Acres/ Miles
Scientific Ranking | Ranking | Method | Cover (%) | Abundance (Acres/ Miles e s
s if linear)
Name if linear)
Japanese
Barberry Very Dense
(Berberis 4 High Cut 20% plants/clumps 2.9 acres 2.6 acres
thunbergii)
Multiflora rose Very Dense
(Rosa 4 High Pull 15% plants/clumps 2.9 acres 0.0055 acres
multiflora)

Figure 4: This image shows the searched area (purple), presence points (green) and treated areas (red).
Focus for treatment was Japanese barberry but some multiflora rose was treated as well, including the
small polygon on the eastern side of the barberry searched area polygon.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: Bug nets are highly recommended for this site, being a swamp in mid-July it was very buggy
and hot the day this site was visited by PRISM staff. Focus this year was cutting due to jurisdictional
determination restrictions and the pure size of the Japanese barberry infestation. There is also private property
on the edge of the Japanese barberry path which is something staff should keep in mind when they are on site.

Treatment: In the future, pending results of jurisdictional permitting, roots should be dug to minimize the size
of the infestation and eventually locally eradicate Japanese barberry from the site as the rest of the state forest
is relatively uninvaded. If possible, treatment should occur slightly earlier in the season over the course of a few
days if digging out roots, cutting alone took most of a workday given the size of the infestation.

Post-Treatment Monitoring: Monitoring should be conducted annually by PRISM staff in June-July. Ideally, treat
Japanese barberry prior to seed development.
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