
 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Highly Probable Area Report 
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 6/12/2025 County: Schenectady  

Site Name: Featherstonhaugh State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 
Temporary Revocable Permit 

Address (if different): 294 Judith Ln, Delanson, NY 
12053 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
4 PRISM staff, 0.5 hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.811692°N, 74.116418°W 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Bill Schongar, TRP Contact, Region 4 state forester 
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 697 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 

Worksite Size (acres): 0.073 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): Terrestrial 
Invasive Species Technicians- Riley Willard, Cass 
Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen 

Report Author: Riley Willard Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: Riley Willard 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☒ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☒  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 
Site Description: The 697-acre Featherstonhaugh State Forest features designated backcountry cross-country 
ski trails, snowmobile trails and a 38-acre warm water lake for fishing and paddling. The property is managed 
for multiple uses, including timber production, watershed protection, wildlife habitat and recreation. This state 
forest was named after George W. Featherstonhaugh, a British gentleman who moved to the area and married 
Sarah Duane, the youngest daughter of James Duane, the patron of Duanesburg. Featherstonhaugh practiced 
scientific farming, crop rotation, held county fairs with agricultural competitions and served as the first US 
geologist and agricultural commissioner. He is also considered the father of the steam railroad. 
 Featured activities on the property include hiking, primitive camping, paddling, freshwater fishing, 
hunting, trapping, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and watchable wildlife. Featherstonhaugh 
State Forest features 3.7 miles of designated cross-country ski that are open to hiking in the spring, summer 
and fall. Featherstonhaugh Lake is a 38-acre warm water lake approximately 9.5 feet deep on average. Fish 
species include largemouth bass, black crappie, bluegill, brown bullhead, pumpkinseed and golden shiners. 
There are 1.4 miles of designated snowmobile trails. These snowmobile trails are maintained by the Frontier 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:william.schongar@dec.ny.gov
https://www.frontiersno.com/
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Sno Riders through a volunteer stewardship agreement and connect to the NYS snowmobile network of trails. 
There are 3.7 miles of designated cross-country skiing/snowshoeing/hiking trails on Featherstonhaugh State 
Forest. 

DEC manages these lands in accordance with the management activities described in the Charleston 
State Forest Unit Management Plan (UMP). In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains detailed 
information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history, habitats, 
wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please 
email r4.ump@dec.ny.gov. 
 
Survey Techniques: PRISM staff surveyed the boat launch as a highly probable area using a visual survey. 
 
Site Significance: This location was selected due to a last minute change of plans for a day of work for the 
Invasive Species Technicians as a crew assistance project was cancelled mid-way through the project due 
to miscommunication between cooperating parties. This site is not a high priority location for the Capital 
Region PRISM but was close enough to the project site to justify use of time in a pinch. 

Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from NYNHP Prioritization Mapper. On the left is the comprehensive score 
map, which encompasses the ecological scores, protected status, and risk of spread scores. The right image 
depicts the ecological significance. The darker the colors show the most significant areas. 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Screenshot taken from NYS resource 
mapper. Dark purple shows significant 

communities. This shows that there are no 
significant communities 

 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
https://www.frontiersno.com/
https://dec.ny.gov/regulations/90822.html
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/dec-land-stewardship/rmp-ump
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/dec-land-stewardship/rmp-ump
mailto:r4.ump@dec.ny.gov
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected: 
 

Common Name 
& Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover 

(%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 
(acres/
miles if 
linear) 

For Highly 
Probable 

Areas 
Area 

Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Bull Thistle; 

Cirsium vulgare 4 M Forb Vegetative <5% Trace 0.073 
acres 0.073 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle, 

Lonicera 
morrowii 

4 Very 
high Shrub Fruit <5% Trace 0.073 

acres 0.073 acres 

Common 
buckthorn, 
Rhamnus 
cathartica 

4 Very 
high Tree Fruit 5-25% Sparse 0.073 

acres 0.073 acres 

Multiflora rose, 
Rosa multiflora 4 

Very 
high 

 
Shrub Flower <5% Trace 0.073 

acres 0.073 acres 

Total for all species 0.073 
acres 0.073 acres 

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
 
 Maps 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: GIS map of 
work site, purple 

shows searched area 
with green 

representing present 
species 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 5: Trail map of Featherstonhaugh State Forest 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 
 

Additional Notes: For a future survey of this site, it is recommended to split the team up into 2 teams to cover 
more ground. Other parking lots have higher levels of invasion and should be treated. 
 
Response: Monitoring should continue along trails with spot removals of buckthorn and honeysuckle, where 
accessible. Other invasives like bull thistle should be further assessed within the forest and along trails. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: The CR-PRISM Terrestrial Crew should continue to survey trails within the forest to 
determine future management actions. This is a low priority site for the Capital Region PRISM and monitoring 
will occur on a 3 year rotation. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

