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Section 1. Response Project Summary

General Information

Date Response Action Conducted: 6/06/2025

County: Washington County

Site Name: Fort Edward Grasslands (Alfred Z.
Solomon Grassland Viewing Area)

Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, Partner under contract
through RFP

Address (if different): 160 County Rd 42, Fort
Edward, NY 12828

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site:
5 staff on site, 4.5 hours on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 43°16'29.4"N
73°32'18.0"W

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
Ron Renoni, Grassland Bird Trust,
Conservation and Stewardship Chair
(518)796-5745; renoron118@gmail.com

Total Parcel Size (acres): 78 acres

Project Leader Name, Title, and Contact:
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator,
ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 0.084 acres

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):
Invasive Species Technicians- Riley Willard, Mckensey Biggie,
Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen

Report Author: Riley Willard

Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID: Mckensey Biggie 29191

# of Volunteers (if any): 10 volunteers

# of Total Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent
on site) 40 volunteer hours on site

*REMINDERS:

e Obtain proper permissions before completing any response project. Please attach any
permits/permissions completed for this project as an appendix.

Conservation Goal:

[] Delineate & assess a conservation value

[] Local Eradication

Suppression ] Exclusion

Response Type:
O] Initial Response

[] Research Action Restoration

[] Post-Treatment Monitoring

[] To prevent and protect a conservation value
[] Containment
Restoration

Post-treatment Monitoring Crew Assistance Program Project

L] Volunteer Engagement

Disposal method(s): Biomass was left on site to solarize on tarps.
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Project Significance: The maps below are taken from the NYS DEC Resource Mapper and the NYNHP
Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. The top maps show the comprehensive area score and ecological significance
of the area, respectively. The darkness of the colors signifies the comprehensive significance of the ecological,
risk of spread and protected area status. The second map specifically shows ecological significance. This
location is a Priority Conservation Area for the PRISM due to the presence of rare, threatened, and endangered
birds. The bottom map shows that the work area is in the vicinity of a significant raptor winter concentration
area and there is a freshwater wetland located on the property.

Figures 1 & 2: The screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization
Mapper. On the left is the comprehensive score and on the right is the ecological score. As shown
above, this area scores highly on both accounts.

g
Mapper, showing natural resources
on the Grassland Bird Trust property. This property is in the vicinity of significant raptor winter concentration area

and is in the vicinity of animals listed as endangered or threatened.
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Section 2: Response Results Summary

Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County

50 West High St.

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Is this the first year of treatment? If not, consider creating an invasive species management plan for your
project. Yes, first year of treatment for bull thistle. However, the founders plots were established in 2024 and
the GBT and PRISM are re-establishing native plants that did not survive the first year due to herbivory or cold

intolerance.

Is follow-up needed? What time of year and how often during the season? Yes, follow-up should occur.
Grassland Bird Trust staff and volunteers will monitor throughout the season. PRISM staff may be able to

assist.
Species Size of
. NP . Area Treated
Common & Tier Threat Response | Percent | Distribution/ | Infestation (Acres/ Miles
Scientific Ranking | Ranking | Method | Cover (%) | Abundance | (Acres/ Miles if linear)
Name if linear)
Bull Thistle
(Cirsium 4 Moderate | Cut/Pull <5% Sparse 0.059 acres 0.059 acres
vulgare)
Morrow’s
h ki
oney§uc € 4 VH Pull 5% Sparse 0.015 acres 0.015 acres
(Lonicera
morrowii)
For Restoration Projects Only:
Species Common | Species Scientific Source Propagation | Number | Area Restored
Name Name Type Planted (Acres)
Monarda
Wild bergamots . 12
fistulosa
Potted
Pollinator Palooza 0.069 acres
Foam flower Tiarella cordifolia plants 12
Black-eyed Susan’s | Rudbeckia hirta 25
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Figure 4: This map shows the three surveyed plots at the Grassland Bird Trust, the north and furthest southeast
plots contained the most bull thistle, and the south plot contained honeysuckle. Physical treatment (red
polygon) was performed at each of these plots.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: During this restoration effort, PRISM staff and volunteers planted 49 plants across 3
different founders' plots. The group also weeded the founders' plots and removed Bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare)
which had taken over. Plots were surrounded with poison ivy and wild parsnip. Deer fencing was put up
around the third plot that had previously been destroyed by deer and other herbivores.

Post-Treatment Monitoring: The Grassland Bird Trust will continue to monitor and maintain the beds.
Monitoring and maintenance consist of ensuring the fencing stays in place, watering regularly and weeding as
necessary. GBT will provide progress photos and document any significant changes over time. CR-PRISM can
assist as scheduling and work action priorities align.
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