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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Hand Hollow State Forest

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 09/04/2025 County: Columbia

Site Name: Hand Hollow State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC
Temporary Revocable Permit

Address (if different): Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:

Hand Hollow Road (County Route 34) New Lebanon 2 staff, 5 hours on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:

42.45941468136998, -73.4476785063697 Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP Contact,
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450

Total Parcel Size (acres): 518 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator
Ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 29 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):
Mckensey Biggie, Lead Invasive Species Technician
Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Sam Schultz- 9924
# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA
Conservation Goal:
Delineate & assess a conservation value 1 To prevent and protect a conservation value
1 Local Eradication 1 Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
1 Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
Detection Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training [ eDNA
(1 Highly Probable Areas 1 Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The 518-acre Hand Hollow State Forest was established in 2014. Along with the wooded

property and some open brush land, there is a 10-acre lake on the southern portion of the property called
Spiegelberg Lake. The lake shore is shared with the 433-acre Hand Hollow Conservation Area, owned by
the Columbia Land Conservancy.

Recreational activities like hiking, biking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling and wildlife
observation are allowed throughout the property. Featured activities on the property include hiking, paddling,
primitive camping, hunting, trapping, snowmobiling, freshwater fishing, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and
watchable wildlife. Hand Hollow is managed for multiple uses, including timber production, watershed
protection, wildlife habitat and recreation. A large portion of the land south of County Route 34 (Hand Hollow
Road) was actively managed for timber production under New York's Forest Tax Law prior to DEC purchasing
the property.

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY

Departmentof 16 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial
Environmental . . . . .
Conservation support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund



http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:william.schongar@dec.ny.gov
http://clctrust.org/

w‘ Capital Region PRISM Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County

Partnership for Regional 50 West High St.
%‘ j Invasive Species Management Ballston Spa, NY 12020

aYat capitalregionprism.org

Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Team started at the parking lot across from the Spielberg Lake Trail. Surveying
around the parking area then continued down the road to the next parking area. The team conducted removals
surrounding the parking lot and created a buffer by removing invasive plants to minimize spread of invasives via
mowing. One of the members of the team discovered flagging tape across the road that the team followed until
reaching the end of the marked area. The team continued to survey in the interior of the state forest.

Site Significance: As seen below, this site does not score highly on the Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper
but lacked invasive species distribution data. This site also does not have a significant amount of RTE
species but does slightly overlap with the range of bats listed as threatened or endangered and rare
animals not listed by the state of New York.

Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the left, comprehensive
score and on the right ecological score.

Figure 3: NYS DEC Environment"al Resource Mapper screehshot. Orange represents the range of rare,

threatened or endangered species (bats and other animals).
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary

Invasive Species Present:

For Highly
G Probable Areas
Common Name & | Tier | Threat | Growth | Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested Area Treated
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking Form Life stage Cover (%) Abundance (af:fre.s/miles (acres/miles
if linear) if linear)
Oriental
. Dense 11.983
i‘éﬁ;i‘:;iit 4 VH Vine Vegetative 26-50% plants/ acres, 0.15 | 0.043 acres
orbiculatus) clumps miles
Multiflora rose . o 12 acres,
(Rosa multifiora) 4 VH Shrub | Vegetative | 26-50% Sparse 0.15 miles 0.043 acres
Japanese Dense
Barberry .
(Berberis 4 VH Shrub | Vegetative | 51-75% plants/ 0.28 acres 0 acres
thunbergii) clumps
Autumn Olive Tree/
(Elaeagnus 4 VH Shrub Vegetative 26-50% Trace 0.02 acres 0 acres
umbellata)
Burning Bush
(Euonymus 4 VH Shrub | Vegetative <5% Trace 0.56 acres 0 acres
alatus)
Common
?:;:::LE 4 VH ;—::S() Vegetative <5% Trace 0.083 acres | 0.043 acres
cathartica)
Mugwort Monocultur
(Artemisia 4 VH Herb Vegetative | 76-100% o 0.02 acres 0 acres
vulgaris)
Morrow’s
H(()Foer?ll_scgizle 4 VH Shrub | Vegetative 26-50% Trace 0.063 acres | 0.083 acres
morrowii)
Border Privet Shrub/
igustrum ig ruiting -25% parse . acres . acres
(Li 4 High Tree Fruiti 5-25% S 0.023 0.023
obtusifolium)
Beech Leaf
Disease
(Tii;?:::?f?js 3 NA Animal Feeding Detected Detected 0.02 acres 0.02 acres
crenatae
mccannii)
25.05
Total for all species acres, 0.3 0.255 acres
miles
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Route 34

Figures 4 & 5: Screenshot of searched area (purple), presence (green) and treatment areas (red)
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

This section provides recommendations of any response methods, monitoring methods, and restoration efforts
based on the survey.

Additional Notes: On the NYS DEC website there is only the parking area listed near the Spiegelberg Lake Trail
marked, however the other parking lots do exist. There is no defined trails aside from the marked trail on the
map, access surrounding the parking areas is not simple, both parking areas on Route 34 are surrounded by tall
growing fields that make it difficult to traverse into the state forest. The parking area on Route 20 is blocked by
a gate and is very steep leading into the forest up a gated off access road.

Response: In the future, as low priority projects technicians could be sent to conduct highly probable area
removals surrounding the parking lots as well as the flagged “trail” across from the southern parking area. All
three parking lots have a significant amount of invasives that could be managed by seasonal staff if time permits
during the season but is low priority due to the low score on the comprehensive and ecological maps.

Post-Survey Monitoring: This is a low priority site for future monitoring but should be monitored every few
years to determine if there are any new introductions of Tier 1 or Tier 2 species.

Environmental

NEWYORK | Departmentof  1pe New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial
OPPORTUNITY . . . . .
Conservation support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund


http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

