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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Highly Probable Area Report- Livingston State Forest 
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 8/8/2025 County: Columbia 

 
Site Name: Livingston State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?  

Yes, NYS DEC Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different):  
57-53 Fox Creek Rd, Germantown, NY 12526 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
4 hours, 2 staff 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.181555°N, 73.842339°W 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forests TRP Contact, 
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 319 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 

Worksite Size (acres): 37.14 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Riley Willard- Invasive Species Technician 

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Riley Willard- 29191 

 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☒ Detection  ☒  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The 319-acre Livingston State Forest features scenic views of the Hudson River. There 
are no designated hiking trails; however, hiking is allowed throughout the property. Livingston State 
Forest is managed for multiple purposes, including timber production, watershed protection, wildlife 
habitat and recreation. Site contains a dense understory making traversal slow. Featured activities on 
site include primitive camping, hunting, trapping and watchable wildlife. 
 DEC is developing a recreation management plan which will describe the management activities for 
public recreation on these lands. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please 
email r4.ump@dec.ny.gov. 
 
Survey Techniques: CR-PRISM staff conducted a highly probable area survey in the parking lot then walked within 
the forest to delineate other invasives 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:william.schongar@dec.ny.gov
mailto:r4.ump@dec.ny.gov


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

Site Significance: Livingston State Forest was selected for a highly probable area survey in 2025 as part of 
the Capital Region PRISM’s efforts to collect data in state lands lacking prior invasive species distribution 
data. As seen below, portions of the state forest do score moderately for the comprehensive score and 
other areas moderately for the ecological score. The state forest is also in close proximity to the Hudson 
River on the western side of the state forest. This location is in the vicinity of bats (listed as endangered 
or threatened), Atlantic Sturgeon (listed as endangered), Shortnose Sturgeon (listed as endangered). The 
Hudson River nearby is a significant natural community of freshwater subtidal aquatic beds (uncommon 
community type) and tidal river (high quality occurrence of uncommon community type) and is in the 
vicinity of plants listed as endangered, threatened or rare by NYS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from NYNHP Prioritization Mapper. On the left is the comprehensive 
score map, which encompasses the ecological scores, protected status, and risk of spread scores. The right 

image depicts the ecological significance. The darker the colors are the most significant areas. 

Figure 3: Screenshot taken from NYS DEC 
Environmental Resource Mapper. The state 

forest is delineated in crosshatching, the 
vicinity of rare, threatened or endangered 

species is outlined in orange. The green 
shows the projected flood levels to be 

inundated during a 100-year flood with 
72/75 inches of sea level rise. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected: 
 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Multiflora Rose 

(Rosa multiflora) 4 Very 
High Shrub Fruit 5-25% Sparse 6.805 acres 

Morrows Honeysuckle 
(Lonicera morrowii) 4 Very 

High Shrub Fruit 5-25% Dense 0.275 acres 

Border Privet 
(Ligustrum 

obtusifolium) 
4 High Shrub Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.06 acres 

Wineberry (Rubus 
phoenicolasius) 3 Very 

High Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 

Japanese Stiltgrass 
(Microstegium 

vimineum) 
4 Very 

High 
Annual 
grass Vegetative <5% Linearly 

scattered 0.115 acres 

Japanese Barberry 
(Berberis thunbergii) 4 Very 

High Shrub Fruit 5-25% Sparse 0.195 acres 

Common Reed grass 
(Phragmites australis) 4 Very 

High 
Herbac

eous In seed <5% Sparse 0.04 acres 

Oriental Bittersweet  
(Celastrus orbiculatus) 4 Very 

High Vine Fruit 26-50% Dense 6.805 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemisa vulgaris) 4 High Herbac

eous Vegetative 26-50% Dense 0.76 acres 

Burning Bush 
(Euonymus alatus) 4 Very 

High Shrub Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.14 acres 

Glossy Buckthorn 
(Frangula alnus) 4 High Tree Fruit <5% Sparse 0.175 acres 

Total for all species 16.49 acres 
*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
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Maps:  
 

 

 

Figure 4: This map from ArcGIS Online 
shows the searched area (purple), and 

invasive species detections (green). 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

This section provides recommendations of any response methods, monitoring methods, and restoration efforts 
based on the survey. 
 
Additional Notes: There is only one access point to this property and roadside parking should be considered for 
access to other parcels. 
 
Response: At this time no response is recommended from the Capital Region PRISM due to the heavy levels of 
invasion. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: There is no plan for post treatment monitoring at this time. Area is relatively clear of 
invasives through different section of the trail but could benefit from surveying on an annual basis. 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

