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Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 06/20/2025

County: Saratoga

Site Name: Middle Grove State Forest

Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC

Temporary Revocable Permit

Address: Middle Grove State Forest, Middle Grove, NY
12850

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 1 hr. on
site, 4 PRISM staff

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:
43.080753 °N, 73.961548°W

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
Rob Ripp, Region 5 State Forest TRP
Contact, robert.ripp@dec.ny.gov, (518) 897-1291

Total Parcel Size (acres): 573 acres

Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician

Worksite Size (acres): 5.3 acres

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):
Cass Klingaman, Riley Willard, Kyle Pasanen- Invasive
Species Technicians

Report Author: Mckensey Biggie

Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Mckensey Biggie & Cass Klingaman- 29191

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA

Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA

Conservation Goal:
[ Delineate & assess a conservation value

[ Local Eradication

Suppression 1 Exclusion

Survey Type:

[ Detection [ Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring

Highly Probable Areas

[ Post-Treatment Monitoring

1 Volunteer Engagement

1 To prevent and protect a conservation value
[ Containment

O Restoration

00 eDNA

1 Crew Assistance Program Project

(1 Detection Training

Site Description: The 573-acre Middle Grove State Forest does not have any designated or marked trails;

however, there are several former, unmaintained logging roads. These roads are open to multiple recreational

uses, including hiking, biking, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and horseback riding. The

forest is predominantly composed of hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis), maples (Acer spp.), beech (Fagus

grandifolia), and aspen (Populus spp.). Native species such as Solomon’s seal (Polygonatum biflorum), star

flower (Trientalis borealis), and Canada mayflower (Maianthemum canadense) can be seen alongside the

logging roads.

DEC has developed a Saratoga Warren Draft Unit Management Plan (PDF) which describes the
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proposed management activities for these lands. In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains
detailed information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural & human history,
habitats, wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please
email r5.ump@dec.ny.gov.

Survey Techniques: The TIS Team spilt up along two logging roads to cover more area conducting a visual

survey along the historical logging roads. All invasive plants detected during the survey were removed via hand
pulling and grubbers.

Site Significance: Middle Grove State Forest was prioritized this year due to the proximity to other sites
visited for the day as well as being known to have a low density of invasives species previously detected.
The site scores moderately on the comprehensive score and moderate-low on the ecological score. The
site is in the vicinity of bats listed as endangered or threatened.

Figures 1 & 2: The screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper,
showing the comprehensive score (left) and the ecological score (right). The darker areas in either map
are the areas that are more significant in their respective scales.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Area For Highly
) . Probable Areas
Common Name & | Tier Threat | Growth | Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested Area Treated
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking Form Life stage Cover (%) | Abundance | (acres/miles (acres/miles
if linear) if linear)
Morrows
Honey-suckle 4 Vgry Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace (Single 0.075 acres 0.075 acres
(Lonicera High Plant/clump)
morrowii)
Oriental
Bittersweet Very . . <5% Trace (Single
(Celastrus 4 High Vine Vegetative Plant/Clump) 0.018 acres 0.018 acres
orbiculatus)
Beech Leaf
Nematode
(Litylenchus 3 NA Animal Not Not Not detected Not NA
detected detected detected
crenatae
mccannii)
Total for all species 0.093 acres 0.093 acres

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above.

Figure 4: This figure shows the logging roads that were surveyed and delineated during the survey. The red
polygon closest to Young Rd, represents the oriental bittersweet that was found by the parking lot (treated).
The rest of the polygons representing the morrows honeysuckle found along the trail (treated). Showing that a
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majority of the invasives were found in closest proximity to the parking lot.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: No barriers or issues arose before or during the survey.

Response: Continue to monitor this state forest on a regular basis, as new detections are made, treat as soon as
possible to limit spread throughout the state forest. Consider installation of a boot-brush station as most of the
invasives were found closest to the parking lot, where they could spread further into the state forest if picked
up by visitors.

Post-Survey Monitoring: Due to the slim abundance of the invasives that were found, this area should continue
to be surveyed to ensure that the invasives could potentially be fully eradicated. With the size of the state forest
and the various parking lot entrances, other entrances should be surveyed as well to see the full extent of the
invasion and ensure true eradication throughout the whole state forest.
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