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Terrestrial Invasive Species Management Plan (ISMP).
False Spirea at Lake Bonita at Moreau Lake State Park

Section 1. Project Summary

General Information

Site Name: Moreau Lake State Park- Lake Bonita County: Saratoga

Address (if different): 201 Wilton Rd, Corinth, NY | Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?

12822 Yes, OPRHP Scientific Research Permit
Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 43°20'71.0"N Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
73°77'31.0"W Andy Damon, Regional Biologist (Saratoga-Capital
Total Parcel Size (acres): 6,250 acres Region) Andy.Damon@parks.ny.gov

(518) 584-2000 ext. 232
Worksite Size (acres): 0.12 acres Project Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator
Ss986@cornell.edu, (518)-885-8995 ext. 2211

***Remember to obtain proper permissions before completing any response project. Please attach any
permits/permissions completed for this project as an appendix.

Conservation Goal:

L] Delineate & assess a conservation value To prevent and protect a conservation value
Local Eradication [1 Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
[ Suppression L] Exclusion ] Restoration

Response Type:
Initial Response Follow-up Monitoring (1 Crew Assistance Program Project

[ Research Action [ Restoration 1 Volunteer Engagement

Site Description:
This beautiful lake, recently acquired by the park after the closure of Mt. McGregor Correctional

Facility, offers pristine Adirondack beauty. The lake contains bog matts and is part of a bird wildlife
management area in the Moreau Lake State Park ISPZ. The Bonita Lake access road, left side coming in, is the
site of the infestation. There are populations growing on either side of the clearing on the left side of the road,
after you take the turn from the main road. One satellite location is present before the clearing, closer to the
main road, the second location is past the clearing surrounding the pit on the hill above the clearing(caution),
the third location is just past the pit further up the road.

Project Description:
A roughly 0.225-acre area of newly identified infestation of False Spirea was manually removed in

relatively pristine habitat. A shoveling removal method was used by a team of 6 (in 2021) to dissect the
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earthen material and extract the roots of the false spirea. Vegetative material above and below the surface
removed was carefully piled up and left behind to rot. The site will need multiple retreatments to eradicate the
plant locally. The site is socially valuable and ecologically significant.

Project Significance:
Moreau Lake State Park is the Capital Region PRISM’s Invasive Species Prevention Zone (ISPZ).

The Park contains three designated areas: The Natural Heritage Area (NHA); Park Preservation Area
(PPA); and a Bird Conservation Area (BCA). Below are short descriptions of these areas.
Natural Heritage Area (NHA)

The Master Plan designates the hemlock-northern hardwood forest and the calcareous talus slope

woodland communities as Natural Heritage Areas. The hemlock-northern hardwood forest is not
contiguous within the park but is part of a larger community unit that extends beyond the park
boundaries. It is important to recognize the edges of this community in order to preserve the integrity of
the community throughout its range. The calcareous talus slope woodland is a narrow band wholly within
the park boundary and is considered rare statewide and globally. The calcareous talus slope woodland
and the hemlock-northern hardwood forest communities were identified as significant ecological
communities within Moreau Lake State Park. Characteristic trees include sugar maple (Acer saccharum),
white ash (Fraxinus americana), eastern hop hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana), white oak (Quercus alba),
eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana), and northern white cedar (Thuja occidentalis).
In Moreau Lake State Park this community lies on a steep west-facing slope within the
Warren County portion of the park. It occurs in a mature beech-maple mesic forest that is
contiguous and unfragmented by any utility or recreational corridors. This community type is
considered to be rare statewide and globally. The Natural Heritage Program ranks this particular
occurrence as having good overall quality. The hemlock-northern hardwood forest community is a
mixed forest that typically occurs on middle to lower slopes of ravines, on cool, mid-elevation
slopes, and on moist, well drained sites. Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) is co-dominant with
various hardwood species including beech (Fagus grandifolia), sugar maple, red maple (Acer
rubrum), black cherry (Prunus serotina), yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis), black birch (Betula
lenta), red oak (Quercus rubra) and basswood (Tilia americana).
Portions designated as Park Preservation Areas (PPA)
Portions of parks are designated as PPAs. As a whole, Moreau Lake State Park does not fit into

Park Preserve category nor does it fit the intent of the Park Preservation System Law. However, certain
sections of the park do meet the criteria for a Park Preservation Area. It was determined that the area
identified within the plan as the Palmerton Mountain Management Area can be designated as a PPA.

The hemlock-northern hardwood forest community type is recognized as a significant community which
is being designated as part of the NHA and the area is included in the BCA designated area. The area also
offers grand panoramic views of the southern Adirondacks, the Hudson River, the Luzerne Mountains, the
Lake Champlain Valley, the Green Mountains of Vermont, the Hudson and Mohawk River valleys and
Moreau Lake.

Moreau Lake Bird Conservation Area (BCA)
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The Moreau Lake BCA, 3,368 acres, is completely within the State Park and is also within Audubon's
Moreau Lake Forest Important Bird Area. Hemlock-northern hardwood forest with associated beech-
maple dominates the BCA. Much of the terrain is steep and rocky.

Moreau Lake BCA is a stopover site for Neotropical migratory songbirds, especially forest dwelling
migrants during both spring and fall migrations. The site supports a diversity of birds associated with
upland forest. It is also a significant wintering site for the state and federally threatened bald eagle; it
regularly supports state threatened pied-billed grebe (possible breeder), northern harrier (spring and fall
migration), and state species of special concern Cooper's hawk (possible breeder) and red-shouldered
hawk (probable breeder).

The Hudson River supports birds such as common loon and osprey on migration. Songbirds
concentrate along major rivers during spring and fall migration. It is also a significant overwintering site
for bald eagles. Pied-billed grebes regularly occur in Mud Lake from spring through fall and may breed
there.

Rare, endangered, threatened, or protected species: The Park supports threatened Pied-billed Grebe and

Bald Eagle and special concern Common Loon, Osprey, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Common
Nighthawk and Whip-poor-will. No federal- or state-listed flora and fauna species have been identified within
the park.

Appendices (if applicable):
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1. If Invasive Plant Management Decision Analysis Tool (IPMDAT) tool was utilized for this project, please
attach result as an appendix.

2. Has pesticide use been proposed for this project? Attach any pesticide labels as an appendix.
No pesticide proposed.

3. Ifrelevant to a larger project, please include associated master plan if relevant to a larger project (link
file URL or attach as an appendix).

Map: Develop a map of the response area that shows the geography and has the searched area, any iMaplnvasives
points, polygons and/or lines for presence or non-detection. Multiple maps may be added for multiple species or
locations. All response actions should be uploaded to the CR-PRISM SharePoint Tracker and iMaplnvasives.

2021 Infested area
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Moreau Lake State Park

605 Old Saratoga Rd, Gansevoort, NY 12831
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Section 2. Implementation Summary
This section provides descriptions of any treatment methods, restoration, and monitoring efforts occurring
over the course of the plan.

Response:
Manual: Removal with Spades using Rhizomatous Dissections

Vegetative material above and below surface was removed and left out to solarize and rot away. The site will
likely need multiple retreatments to eradicate the plant locally using this lesser management practice. The site
is socially valuable and ecologically significant (protected by ISPZ).

Disposal and Disturbance:
Plant material is left on site and left to airdry and decompose in the sun.

Restoration:
On site seed sources are being utilized to restore this area as Spiraea is removed.

Post-Treatment Monitoring:

PRISM and Parks will collaborate moving forward with this project. PRISM staff will re-visit the site
3-4 times in spring and summer. Site will be checked periodically with planned removals to work at
reducing the root network on site.
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Treatment, Post-Treatment (Monitoring), and Restoration Calendar: Briefly outline when response,

post-treatment monitoring, restoration efforts, and possibly research efforts are anticipated to occur with a

date range. When completed check the box next to the targeted date range with an initial.

Year 1- 2021 Year 2-2022 Year 3- 2023 Year 4- 2024 Year 5- 2025
0 0 0 0 0
Early
Spring
1 June 9t Plants [1June 2 grubbing [ June 27 grubbing [l [l
were cut or pulled tools were used to tools were used to
Late from the root to dig up roots; top dig up roots along
Spring ensure they won’t growth was cut roadside and edge of
sprout there again. back on some plants  field towards fence
O August 5t Plants O August 11th O June 30t grubbing [ June 25th used 0 6/26/2025 used
were cut or pulled grubbing tools were  tools were used to grubbing tools to grubbing tools to dig
from the root to used to dig up roots;  dig up roots and dig roots and roots and remove
Summer €nsure they won’t top growth was cut  remove stems; any remove stems, all stems. Initial
sprout there again. back on some plants  remaining growth remaining growth treatment of
was cut down. was cut back. bittersweet and
honeysuckle nearby.
O After August 5th O After August 11th [0 August 25t O August 15th used ~ [18/14/2025 used
Power/utility and before October  grubbing tools were grubbing tools to grubbing tools to dig
company mowed 4th power/utility used to dig up roots dig roots and stems. ~ roots and remove
down plants and company mowed and remove stems; All previously cut stems of false
Early removed trimmings. down plants and biomass that was back stems were spiraea.
Autumn removed trimmings  removed was piled in  removed. Native
center of site to seeds were 8/28/2025 Japanese
prevent resprouting  dispersed stiltgrass weed
whacked to avoid
seeding
| | L] Sept. 13th [ August 28t
Late Japanese stiltgrass Japanese stiltgrass
Autumn weed whacked to weed whacked to

avoid seeding

avoid seeding

Notes: Make notes as necessary and keep the documentation simple. Use plant phenology to determine ideal
time for response actions and restoration efforts. Document anything that did not work with recommended
adjustments in the post season report.

Goal Progress: [ Goal Unlikely [ Regressing [1 No Change

Progressing [ Goal Met

Follow-up Plan: X Further Treatment Planned Further Monitoring Planned [] Monitoring Phase

Complete

[ Further Management Not Planned [ Other:

Native Species Recovery: [ 1 Absent Sub-Dominant [0 Dominant
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Section 3: Project Implementation - Year 1 (2021)

Treatment Schedule: Plan out when and how treatments will occur. Attach and reference separate spreadsheet if
more space is needed for additional species. Include the Tier level & Threat ranking of each species.

Target
Treatment Species Tier & Size of Percent . .
. Common Response . Species Acreage | Disposal
Window & Threat Method LD | (T2 Abundance | Treated | Method
* 0,
(MM/DD/YY) Scientific Rank (Acres) (%)
Name
June 9% Solarize
. Root
August 5t False Untiered cut/pull and leave
& Spiraea & 0.2256 0.2256 | onsite
. 51-75% | Monoculture
After August (Sorbaria | Moderate acres acres | Unknown-
ot g sorbifolia) | Threat Mow moved
offsite
*REMINDERS:

e Obtain proper permissions before completing any management project. Please attach any
permits/permissions completed for this project as an appendix.
o |f infestation is linear, use miles to measure “size of infestation”

End-of-Year Summatry:

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site: Not reported
# of Volunteers (if any)/Total Hours of Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent on site) NA

Explain any successes, failures, or needed adjustments. Including restoration, missed treatments, not
monitoring, etc.
Limited regrowth from roots of plants that were dug up earlier in the summer and lack of regrowth on

plants that were topped and flowers removed. No more plants flowered since last visit.

Goal Progress: [ Goal Unlikely [ Regressing X No Change [ Progressing [ Goal Met

Follow-up Plan: X Further Treatment Planned Further Monitoring Planned [J Monitoring Phase
Complete (1 Further Management Not Planned [ Other:

Native Species Recovery: X Absent [ Sub-Dominant [ Dominant

Adjustments Needed:

Explain any changes to be made for future years and update treatment restoration and calendars.
* Reminder: if the project changes drastically (i.e., switch from manual control to chemical control) it
may require a new SEQR review.

Continue to cut and pull plants

Year 1 Notes:
Possible pulling of plants or weed whacking in order to slow growth and diminish populations. After

August 5, Power/utility company mowed down plants and removed trimmings.
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Section 3: Project Implementation - Year 2 (2022)

Treatment Schedule: Plan out when and how treatments will occur. Attach and reference separate spreadsheet if

more space is needed for additional species. Include the Tier level & Threat ranking of each species.

Target
Treatment Species Tier & Size of Percent . .
. Common Response . Species Acreage | Disposal
Window & Threat Method LD | (T2 Abundance | Treated | Method
* 0,
(MM/DD/YY) Scientific Rank (Acres) (%)
Name
June 2™ Solarize
August 110 F?Ise Untiered | Grub/cut and Igave
Spiraea & 0.2256 0.2256 on site
. 51-75% | Monoculture
After August | (Sorbaria | Moderate acres acres | Unknown-
11t™ before | sorbifolia) | Threat Mow moved
October 4t offsite

End-of-Year Summary:

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site: Not reported

# of Volunteers (if any)/Total Hours of Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent on site) NA

Explain any successes, failures, or needed adjustments. Including restoration, missed treatments, not

monitoring, etc.
There was a lot of success where multiple people were grubbing and roots were effectively removed.
Native vegetation is beginning to re-establish in the area where the False Spiraea was effectively

managed, however, this is a very intensive effort. A very small patch of pale swallowwort was

discovered within the treatment area and reported in iMaplinvasives. The logs limiting access to the
areas surrounding the wells were cut and removed to allow for better access in the future.

Goal Progress: [ Goal Unlikely [ Regressing [J No Change

Follow-up Plan: X Further Treatment Planned Further Monitoring Planned [J Monitoring Phase

Complete

Progressing [ Goal Met

1 Further Management Not Planned [ Other:

Native Species Recovery: X Absent

Adjustments Needed:

] Sub-Dominant

O Dominant

Explain any changes to be made for future years and update treatment restoration and calendars.
Treatment will continue multiple times throughout the field season. The well and foundation have been
sectioned off for safety concerns. Focus for grubbing efforts should be on the periphery of the infestation with a
brush-hog being used for the main infestation. Use volunteer base at Moreau (Friends of Moreau) to obtain
native seeds to restore the exposed areas. Currently Mullein is overtaking the area with exposed soil next to the
well. Ensure that plants are not piled up, they will re-root and re-sprout.

Year 2 Notes: This treatment area requires a large group for effective management of this infestation.
Collaborate with Parks staff for effective treatment. Although there is some native regrowth, another invasive
plant, sweet pea (Lathyrus odoratus), is rapidly taking over the disturbed area.
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Section 3: Project Implementation - Year 3 (2023)

Treatment Schedule: Plan out when and how treatments will occur. Attach and reference separate spreadsheet if

more space is needed for additional species. Include the Tier level & Threat ranking of each species.

Target
Treatment Species Tier & Size of Percent . .
X Response . Species Acreage | Disposal
Window Common & Threat h Infestation | Cover h
(MM/DD/YY) Scientific Rank Method (Acres)* (%) Abundance | Treated | Method
Name
June 2™ Untiered Grubbing 0.3 acres | 51-75% agis
False Spiraea & Grubbing/ 0.3 Left on
June 30" (Sorbaria g 0.3 acres | 50-60% | Monoculture ' .
sorbifolia) Moderate | Brushcutting acres site
Threat .
August 25 Grubbing 0.22 acres | 51-75% :crzezs
Japanese .
. Tier 4,
August 25 ?tlltgras§ Very High Handpull 0.00013 5% Sparse 0.00013 Trash
(Microstegium Threat acres acres
vimineum)

End-of-Year Summary:

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site: Not reported

# of Volunteers (if any)/Total Hours of Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent on site) NA

Over half of the spiraea population was pulled out and the rest was cut using brush cutters prior to the

spiraea going to seed. There will likely be regrowth next year and the pulling method will be most effective
in reducing and eventually eradicating it. Upon the 3 visit to the site, it was discovered plants were

resprouting from roots just set on top of the leaf litter. Therefore, removed biomass was piled into small

piles in the middle of already dense patches of false spiraea.

Goal Progress: [ Goal Unlikely [ Regressing [1 No Change

Progressing [ Goal Met

Follow-up Plan: X Further Treatment Planned Further Monitoring Planned [J Monitoring Phase
(1 Further Management Not Planned [ Other:

Complete

Native Species Recovery: [1 Absent

Adjustments Needed:

Sub-Dominant

0 Dominant

Treatment will continue multiple times throughout the field season. The well and foundation are safety

concerns on site. Best success is being seen with grubbing, if needed brush hog should be used to ensure no

plants go to

flower.

* Reminder: if the project changes drastically (i.e., switch from manual control to chemical control) it

may require a new SEQR review.
Year 3 Notes:

New detection of false spiraea down by Lake Bonita, grubbed and bagged up to be disposed off-site.
Upon the second and third site visits, more stems were found and removed. Pale swallowwort detected in the
middle of false spiraea site in flower. Plant was dug up and removed. Four stems. Native plants have begun
returning to the area such as wild basil and milkweed.
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Section 3: Project Implementation - Year 4 (2024)
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Treatment Schedule: Plan out when and how treatments will occur. Attach and reference separate spreadsheet if

more space is needed for additional species. Include the Tier level & Threat ranking of each species.

Target
Treatment Species Tier & Size of Percent . .
X Response X Species Acreage | Disposal

Window Common & Threat Method Infestation | Cover Abundance | Treated | Method

(MM/DD/YY) Scientific Rank (Acres)* (%)
Name
15% in
. Untiered . area
th False Splraea & Pull/Grubbing; 0.157 grubbed; Dense 0.157 Left on
June 25 (Sorbaria Mow (hedge . .
e Moderate . acres 75% in | plants/clumps | acres site
sorbifolia) trimmers)
Threat area
mowed
Pale
Swallowwort Tier 4 . Trace (single 0.02 Left on
th ’ o,

JUNE 22 (Vincetoxicum | Very High Pullfeniosing G2 e 20% plant/clump) acres site

rossicum)
Japanese .
. Tier 4,

June 25t St|ljcgrass . Very High Not treated 0.04 acres 80% Dense 0.04 Not
(Microstegium Threat plants/clumps | acres treated
vimineum)

15% in
=l Sl Untiered area
August 15" | (Sorbaria & Pull/Grubbing 0.157 grubbfed; Dense 0.157 Left on
e Moderate acres 50% in | plants/clumps | acres site
Threat area
mowed
Japanese Tier 4
August 15 Stlljcgrass . Very High Mow (brush 0.054 80% Dense 0.054 Left on
(Microstegium Threat cutter) acres plants/clumps | acres site
vimineum)
Japanese Tier 4
September | Stiltgrass Ver Hi’h Mow 0.0075 30% Dense 0.0075 Left on
13t (Microstegium Thyreaf (weedwhacker) acres ? plants/clumps | acres site
vimineum)

End-of-Year Summatry:

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site: Not reported

# of Volunteers (if any)/Total Hours of Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent on site) NA

Goal Progress: [ Goal Unlikely [ Regressing [J No Change

Progressing [ Goal Met

Follow-up Plan: X Further Treatment Planned Further Monitoring Planned [J Monitoring Phase

Complete
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Native Species Recovery: [1 Absent Sub-Dominant [ Dominant

June 25th- 8 people managing (5 PRISM staff and 3 OPRHP staff)

August 15th- 8 people managing (5 PRISM staff and 2 OPRHP staff). Crew was able to remove every plant from
the site. Pictures should be taken during next season to show regrowth. Active restoration occurred with native
seeds including yarrow, milkweed, and aster spp.

September 13th- 2 PRISM staff delineated and weed-whacked Japanese stiltgrass. Just starting to go into seed.
Areas cut during last visit did not show any evidence of seeding.

Adjustments Needed:

June 25th-Solarizing plants in piles seems to work the best. False spiraea plants were left in the mowed utility
line to solarize and little regrowth was seen from last year’s sprouts using this method.

August 15th- pulled plants left in the pile show little to no regrowth. All plants were pulled and left on site.
September 13th- Mowed Japanese stiltgrass, if continuing management of this species in the future, treat a
week earlier prior to seed set. A few stems regrowing in the false spiraea pile placed in the sun to solarize.

Year 4 Notes:
Japanese stiltgrass and pale swallowwort were both found on site. The pale swallowwort was not in

flower. More stiltgrass was found on site than last year, likely spread by the mowers. There is a significant
difference from prior years of the density of spiraea in areas previously treated with grubbing. On the half of
the population that usually is just mowed the precent cover has not changed but the plants are smaller. None
were close to flowering during June, the first year of management, plants were flowering at this time. This year,
all of the area previously mowed was removed via grubbing.

Departmentof 16 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial
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Section 3: Project Implementation - Year 5 (2025)

Treatment Schedule: Plan out when and how treatments will occur. Attach and reference separate spreadsheet if

more space is needed for additional species. Include the Tier level & Threat ranking of each species.

Target
Treatment Species Tier & Size of Percent . .
X Response X Species Acreage | Disposal
Window Common & Threat Method Infestation Cover Abundance | Treated | Method
(MM/DD/YY) Scientific Rank (Acres)* (%)
Name
False Spirea Pull/ Dense 0.16 Left on
(Sorbaria Tier 3/ M rub 0.16 acres | 51-75% lants/clumps ac.res site
sorbifolia) & P P
Pale
Swallowwort Tier 4/ Pull/ 0.16 acres <5% Trace 0.16 Trash
(Vincetoxicum VH grub acres
6/26/2025 rossicum)
Morrow’s
honey§uckle Tier 4/ cut/ Pull 0.094 15% Sparse 0.094 Left on
(Lonicera Very High acres acres site
morrowii)
Oriental Tier 4/ Pull/ 0.094 Dense 0.094 Left on
. . 45% .
Bittersweet | Very High grub acres plants/clumps | acres site
False Spirea . Bagged
8/14/2025 (Sorbaria Tier 3/ Pull/ 0.15 acres 5-25% Sparse 0.15 and
e s Moderate grub acres
sorbifolia) removed
Polygons
on Polygons on
northern | northern side
Japanese Tier 4 side of of road:
Stiltgrass J 0.0365 road: 5- Sparse 0.0532 Left on
8/28/2025 (Microstegium Very High Mow acres 25% Southern side | acres site
. Threat
vimineum) Southern of road:
side of Dense
road: 51- | plants/clumps
75%
End-of-Year Summary:

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site:
6/26/25- 5 PRISM staff, 3 OPRHP staff- 5 hours on site (40 people hours total, 25 people hours PRISM)
8/14/25- 4 PRISM staff, No OPRHP staff- 6 hours on site (24 people hours PRISM)

8/28/25- 3 PRISM staff, No OPRHP staff- 1.5 hours on site (4.5 people hours PRISM)

# of Volunteers (if any)/Total Hours of Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent on site) N/A

Explain any successes, failures, or needed adjustments. Including restoration, missed treatments, not

monitoring, etc.
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Goal Progress: [ Goal Unlikely [ Regressing [J No Change Progressing [ Goal Met

Follow-up Plan: X Further Treatment Planned [ Further Monitoring Planned [ Monitoring Phase
Complete (1 Further Management Not Planned [ Other:

Native Species Recovery: [1 Absent Sub-Dominant [] Dominant

Adjustments Needed:
Disposal should be investigated further, and possible removal from site should be considered. Consider
alternative treatment for plants in the old foundation.

Year 5 Notes:
25 pale swallow-wort stems were removed from site which is more than previously found.

This is the first year that oriental bittersweet and honeysuckle has been treated surrounding treatment area. If
time permits continue to do so. Post-treatment monitoring for these species conducted at time of stiltgrass
management and so far so good.

Mowing of ROW has contributed to further spread of Japanese stiltgrass. Consider reaching out to National
Grid (owner of ROW). Also consider creating a management plan specific to Japanese stiltgrass at this site.
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