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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Highly Probable Area Report- Moreau Lake State Park 
 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 6/26/25, 8/14/25, 10/28/25 County: Saratoga 

 
Site Name: Moreau Lake State Park Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS OPRHP 

Scientific Research Permit 
Address (if different):  
605 Old Saratoga Rd, Gansevoort, NY 12831 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 
8/14/25- 4 PRISM staff, 1 hour on site 
8/28/25- 1 person, 5 hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
43.22713336, -73.7086223 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation 
Andy Damon, Region 11 Stewardship Biologist 
Andy.Damon@parks.ny.gov  

Total Parcel Size (acres): 6,250 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
Ss986@cornell.edu 

Worksite Size (acres): 15.48 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):  
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 
Kyle Pasanen,  

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID:  
 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☒ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☒  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: Moreau Lake State Park lies amid hardwood forests, pine stands and rocky ridges. Shady 
groves of trees shelter picnic grounds and a pavilion overlooking the lake. Wooded campsites are quiet and 
secluded, offering facilities for group campers, as well as tent and trailer sites. The sandy beach, nature, hiking 
and cross-country ski trails, opportunities for boating, fishing and ice fishing, and proximity to the Saratoga 
Spring and Lake George areas make the park attractive to visitors. 

The park's amenities include a beach, boat launch sites, boat rentals, cabins, cottages, campsites, 
dumping stations, showers, 20+ trails for hiking and biking, picnic tables, and a playground. A wooden pavilion 
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with a 120-person capacity and three canvas tents with space for 35-50 may be reserved. In the summer, 
beach lounges, beach umbrellas, and fishing gear can be rented. In the winter, snowshoes are available for 
rent daily.  

The Hudson River divides Moreau Lake State Park into a northern portion in Warren County owned by 
the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and managed by the Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation (OPRHP) and a southern portion in Saratoga County owned and administered by OPRHP. 
The Park receives an estimated 326,564 visitors a year. Moreau Lake is 122 acres (2.9 miles of shoreline) and 
offers easy access for small boats and good fishing opportunities. The majority of the lake's shoreline is state 
park land, so access to the lake is easy. The lake supports largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, yellow perch, 
brown bullhead, chain pickerel, pumpkinseed and rainbow trout. 
 
Survey Techniques: Highly probable areas were focused around the camp loops and parking areas. Visual surveys 
were conducted with removal of any invasive species detected during the search. 
 
Site Significance: Moreau Lake State Park is the Capital Region PRISM’s Invasive Species Prevention Zone. 
As seen in the screenshots below, the park scores highly for both the comprehensive and ecological 
scores, according to the New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. 
The park not only is a biodiversity rich area but also is limited in the number of invasive species within its 
boundaries. There are a number of significant natural communities within the park and there are a 
number of records of rare, threatened or endangered species within the park. Significant natural 
communities include hemlock-northern hardwood forest (high quality occurrence of uncommon 
community type) and calcareous talus slope woodland (high quality occurrence of uncommon community 
type). Rare, threatened and endangered species records within the vicinity of the park include plants 
listed as endangered, threatened or rare by NYS, dragonflies and damselflies listed as special concern by 
NYS, and rare plants listed as exploitably vulnerable by NYS. 

Protected Areas 
The Park contains three designated areas: The Natural Heritage Area (NHA); Park Preservation Area (PPA); and 
a Bird Conservation Area (BCA). Below are short descriptions of these areas. 
 

Natural Heritage Area (NHA) 
The Master Plan designates the hemlock-northern hardwood forest and the calcareous talus slope 

woodland communities as Natural Heritage Areas. The hemlock-northern hardwood forest is not contiguous 
within the park but is part of a larger community unit that extends beyond the park boundaries. It is important 
to recognize the edges of this community in order to preserve the integrity of the community throughout its 
range. The calcareous talus slope woodland is a narrow band wholly within the park boundary and it is 
considered rare statewide and globally. The calcareous talus slope woodland and the hemlock-northern 
hardwood forest communities were identified as significant ecological communities within Moreau Lake State 
Park. Characteristic trees include sugar maple (Acer saccharum), white ash (Fraxinus americana), eastern hop 
hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana), white oak (Quercus alba), eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana), and northern 
white cedar (Thuja occidentalis). 

In Moreau Lake State Park this community lies on a steep west-facing slope within the Warren County 
portion of the park. It occurs in a mature beech-maple mesic forest that is contiguous and unfragmented by 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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any utility or recreational corridors. This community type is considered to be rare statewide and globally. The 
Natural Heritage Program ranks this particular occurrence as having good overall quality. The hemlock-
northern hardwood forest community is a mixed forest that typically occurs on middle to lower slopes of 
ravines, on cool, mid-elevation slopes, and on moist, well drained sites. Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) is 
co-dominant with various hardwood species including beech (Fagus grandifolia), sugar maple, red maple (Acer 
rubrum), black cherry (Prunus serotina), yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis), black birch (B. lenta), red oak 
(Quercus rubra) and basswood (Tilia Americana). 
 

Portions designated as Park Preservation Areas (PPA) 
Portions of parks are designated as PPAs. As a whole, Moreau Lake State Park does not fit into Park 

Preserve category nor does it fit the intent of the Park Preservation System Law. However, certain sections of 
the park do meet the criteria for a Park Preservation Area. It was determined that the area identified within 
the plan as the Palmerton Mountain Management Area can be designated as a PPA. 

The hemlock-northern hardwood forest community type is recognized as a significant community 
which is being designated as part of the NHA and the area is included in the BCA designated area. The area also 
offers grand panoramic views of the southern Adirondacks, the Hudson River, the Luzerne Mountains, the Lake 
Champlain Valley, the Green Mountains of Vermont, the Hudson and Mohawk River valleys and Moreau Lake.  
 

Moreau Lake Bird Conservation Area (BCA) 
The Moreau Lake BCA, 3,368 acres, is contained completely within the State Park and is also within Audubon's 
Moreau Lake Forest Important Bird Area. Hemlock-northern hardwood forest with associated beech-maple 
dominates the BCA. Much of the terrain is steep and rocky. 

Moreau Lake BCA is a stopover site for Neotropical migratory songbirds, especially forest dwelling 
migrants during both spring and fall migrations. The site supports a diversity of birds associated with upland 
forest. It is also a significant wintering site for the state and federally threatened bald eagle; it regularly 
supports state threatened pied-billed grebe (possible breeder), northern harrier (spring and fall migration), 
and state species of special concern Cooper's hawk (possible breeder) and red-shouldered hawk (probable 
breeder). 

The Hudson River supports birds such as common loon and osprey on migration. Songbirds 
concentrate along major rivers during spring and fall migration. It is also a significant overwintering site for 
bald eagles. Pied-billed grebes regularly occur in Mud Lake from spring through fall and may breed there. 
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Figures 1 & 2: The screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. 
The screenshot on the left shows the comprehensive score of Moreau Lake State Park, the right 

screenshot shows the ecological score. The screenshots from the Prioritization Mapper show 
higher scoring areas with darker shades of color. 

Figure 3: The screenshot above is taken from 
the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. 
The map shows the identified natural resources 
within the park. NYS DEC land is the 
crosshatched area, significant natural 
communities in purple and the vicinity of rare, 
threatened or endangered species in orange. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected: 
 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable 

Areas 
Area 

Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 VH Herb Vegetative 20% Sparse 12.647 
acres 

12.647 
acres 

Spotted 
knapweed 
(Centaurea 

stoebe) 

4 H Herb Vegetative <5% Sparse 12.276 
acres 

12.276 
acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Vine Vegetative <5% Sparse 12.63 acres 12.63 acres 

Morrows 
honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 12.63 acres 12.63 acres 

Black Locust 
(Robinia 

pseudoacacia) 
4 VH Tree Vegetative 20% Sparse 12.63 acres 12.63 acres 

Common 
Barberry 
(Berberis 
vulgaris) 

4 M Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Glossy 
Buckthorn 

(Frangula alnus) 
4 H Tree Vegetative 15% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Burning Bush 
(Euonymus 

alatus) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Multiflora rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative 5% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Autumn Olive 
(Elaeagnus 
umbellata) 

4 VH Tree Vegetative <5% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Total for all species 13.772 
acres 

13.772 
acres 

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
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Park Office Parking Lot- 6/26/25 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 VH Herb Vegetative 20% Sparse 0.016 acres 0.016 acres 

Spotted 
knapweed 
(Centaurea 

stoebe) 

4 H Herb Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.016 acres 0.016 acres 

Total for all species 0.032 acres 0.032 acres 
 
 
Campground Loop C- 8/14/25 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 VH Herb Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.37 acres 0.37 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Vine Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.37 acres 0.37 acres 

Morrows 
honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.37 acres 0.37 acres 

Black Locust 
(Robinia 

pseudoacacia) 
4 VH Tree Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.37 acres 0.37 acres 

Total for all species 1.48 acres 1.48 acres 
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Campground Loops B, C & D- 10/28/25 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Black Locust 

(Robinia 
pseudoacacia) 

4 VH Tree Vegetative 25% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Vine Vegetative 40% Dense 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 VH Herb Vegetative 10% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Morrows 
honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative 15% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Multiflora rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative 5% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Common 
Barberry 
(Berberis 
vulgaris) 

4 M Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Glossy 
Buckthorn 

(Frangula alnus) 
4 H Tree Vegetative 15% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Burning Bush 
(Euonymus 

alatus) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Autumn Olive 
(Elaeagnus 
umbellata) 

4 VH Tree Vegetative <5% Sparse 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 

Total for all species 12.26 acres 12.26 acres 
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Map:  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Park Office Parking Lot 
Invasives Present: Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris) 

6/26/2025 

 

Figure 5: Campground Loop C 
Invasives Present: Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris) 

08/14/2025 

Figure 6: Campground Loops B, C & D 
Invasives Present: Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), 
Oriental Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), Mugwort 
(Artemisia vulgaris), Morrows honeysuckle (Lonicera 
morrowii), Multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), Common 
Barberry (Berberis vulgaris), Glossy Buckthorn (Frangula 
alnus), Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus), Autumn Olive 
(Elaeagnus umbellata) 

10/28/2025 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes:  No barriers or additional notes identified at this time. 
 
Response: Continue to monitor OPRHP lands, specifically in the campgrounds as this is a highly probable area 
for invasive species introductions into the otherwise mostly uninfested park. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: CR-PRISM will continue to rotate through different areas of Moreau Lake State Park 
for monitoring, including considering a grid system to determine sub parcels of the park. Conduct response 
actions on small infestations detected through post-survey monitoring. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

