
 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Highly Probable Area Report- Mount Tom State Forest 
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 8/12/25 County: Washington County 

 
Site Name: Mount Tom State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different):  
Shaker Hollow Rd Lot 2 White Creek, New York 12057 
 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 5 staff, 4 
hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 
• Shaker Hollow Rd Lot 2: 42.999962, -73.31217 
• Notch Rd: 42.99987, -73.31207 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Rob Ripp, TRP Region 5 State Forest Contact, 
robert.ripp@dec.ny.gov, (518) 897-1291 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 1,700 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
ss986@cornell.edu 

Worksite Size (acres): 15.3 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 
Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen, Riley Willard- Invasive 
Species Technicians 

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID:  
Mckensey Biggie & Riley Willard- 29191 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☒  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 
 

Site Description: With over 1,700 acres, Mount Tom State Forest is the largest state forest located in 
Washington County. The property is filled with ample wildlife. Additionally, it is one of the few state forests 
that can be driven through from one side to the other. The forest is predominantly beech and maple, where 
there is historically reported hemlock on Notch Rd the trees were found to be spruce. Shaker Hollow Rd does 
consist of predominantly hemlock. The site is a diverse hardwood forest on the NY/VT border, with limestone 
present and a rich flora. Mount Tom is also home to a small cliff called the Notch, known for nesting ravens, 
and rare mosses. 
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Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Team started by treating honeysuckle on Shaker Hollow Rd. Following 
treatment, the team split with one team following Shaker Hollow Rd and then monitoring roadside on the trail 
managing species in highly probable areas. The other half of the team traveled to Notch Ln and mapped invasives 
along the roadside. 
 
Site Significance: Mount Tom State Forest is not a high priority area compared to other state lands within 
Washington County. However, the state forest is predominantly uninvaded in the interior of the state 
forest and does have some rare, threatened and endangered species present on the property. Shaker 
Hollow Rd is in the vicinity of rare animals not listed by NYS, and plants listed as endangered, threatened 
or rare by NYS. On Notch Rd, there is a record of vicinity of rare mosses, not listed by NYS. 
 

 
Figure 1 & 2: Screenshots of NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper of Mount Tom State Forest. The state 
forest has low comprehensive and ecological scores but was primarily uninvaded on the western half of the 

state forest aside from roadways. 
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Figure 3: Screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The orange circles on the map 

designate rare, threatened or endangered species present. Within Mount Tom State Forest, there are rare 
plants, rare animals, and rare mosses present on the property. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected: 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Morrows 

Honeysuckle 
(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Vegetative 25% Sparse 0.63 acres, 

3.13 miles 0.59 acres 

Multiflora rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 Very 

High Shrub Vegetative 50% 
Dense 
Plants/ 
Clumps 

0.06 acres, 
2.42miles 0 acres 

Autumn Olive 
(Elaeagnus 
umbellata) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 0 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 Very 
High Vine Vegetative 45% Linearly 

Scattered 
0.02 acres, 
0.216 miles 0 acres 

Beech Leaf 
Disease 

(Litylenchus 
crenatae 
mccannii) 

3 
Not 

Assess
ed 

Animal NA NA NA 0.1 acres 0 acres 

Total for all species 0.83 acres, 
5.766 miles 0.59 acres 

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
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Map:  
 

 
Figure 4: Pictured above is the searched areas (purple), presence points, polygons and polylines (green) and 

treated areas (red) within Mount Tom State Forest. 
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Photos: 
 

 
 
Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 
 

Additional Notes: The roads in Mount Tom are very remote roads, 4-wheel drive is essential to travel to any of 
this state forest. After Notch Rd Parking Lot 2 the road is not drivable, even with 4-wheel drive. Cell service is 
spotty at this location but there is some service. Flooding is a possibility in some of this state forest as there is a 
stream going through where the honeysuckle was treated and past Notch 2 lot.  
 
Response: This site is not the highest priority for treatment, however the honeysuckle population on site is 
manageable. Consider this state forest area for treatment if time allows, focus efforts along Notch Rd, there are 
limited individuals of honeysuckle along the road and in the main area of infestation.  
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: This state forest is a low priority for monitoring. The Capital Region PRISM will consider 
conducting post-treatment monitoring on the honeysuckle infestation but due to the low significance of the 
state forest future monitoring efforts may be limited. 
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