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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 8/13/2025 County: Columbia

Site Name: New Forge State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC
Temporary Revocable Permit

Address (if different): 965-951 New Forge Rd 1, Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:

Ancram, NY 4 staff, 3 hours on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:

42.106327,-73.673301 Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP Contact,
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450

Total Parcel Size (acres): 612 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Mckensey Biggie, Lead Invasive Species Technician
mIb498@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 84.4 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):
Riley Willard, Kyle Pasanen, Cass Klingaman- Invasive
Species Technicians

Report Author: Mckensey Biggie Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Mckensey Biggie and Kyle Pasanen- 29191
# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA
Conservation Goal:
Delineate & assess a conservation value 1 To prevent and protect a conservation value
[ Local Eradication [] Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
1 Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
Detection Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training [1 eDNA

Highly Probable Areas [ Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The 612-acre New Forge State Forest features a stream-side canoe launch on Taghkanic

Creek. The property is managed for multiple uses, including timber production, watershed protection, wildlife
habitat and recreation. There are a variety of featured activities within the state forest including primitive
camping, paddling, freshwater fishing, hunting, trapping and watchable wildlife. There are no designated or
maintained trails throughout the state forest for hiking, snowshoeing, cross country skiing or mountain biking,
although these activities are allowed. The landscape itself has various streams allowing for canoe launch onto
the Taghkanic Creek.

DEC is developing a recreation management plan which will describe the management activities for
public recreation on these lands. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please email
r4.ump@dec.ny.gov.
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Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Team split into two pairs in order to assess the set of trails within New Forge
State Forest. CR-PRISM staff traversed the trails, locations, extents, and invasive species were recorded using
Field Maps-iMap Mobile Advanced. There were variable species on the two trails so separate records of the
present species were needed. Treatable individuals were treated through pulling or cutting. Cleaning of boots
and equipment were conducted to prevent the spread of these species out of the site.

Site Significance: This site was selected due to a lack of data collected within the parcel to assist with
Priority Conservation Area updates as well as the significant natural communities present on the site.
Significant natural communities on the property include vernal pools (High Quality Occurrence of Uncommon
Community Type), floodplain forest (High Quality Occurrence of Rare Community Type), and a red maple-
hardwood swamp (High Quality Occurrence of Rare Community Type).

Figure 1 & 2: Screenshots from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. The map on the left shows the
comprehensive score of New Forge State Forest while the map on the right shows the ecological significance.
The darker the colors on the map, the higher the significance.

Figure 3: Screenshot from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper showing the significant natural

communities within New Forge State Forest.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary

Invasive Species Present:

Area
Common Name & | Tier Threat | Growth | Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking Form Life stage Cover (%) | Abundance | (acres/miles
if linear)
Mugwort
Artem:sm 4 High Herb Flower 51-75% Linearly 1.98 miles
vulgaris var scattered
vulgaris
Japanese
Miicrlcl)tsgt;agsisum 4 \H/?grz Grass | Vegetative | 76-100% SI;I:;::Z q 1.98 miles
vimineum
Oriental
Bg;z::rlsft 4 \P(?g?: Vine Vegetative 5% Sparse 0.04 acres
orbiculatus
Morrows
honeysuckle Very . Dense
. 4 . Shrub | Vegetative <5% plants/ 0.04 acres
Lonicera High
.. clumps
morrowii
Multiflora Rose Very . Linearly 0.16 acres,
Rosa multiflora 4 High Shrub Fruit >1-75% scattered 1.3 miles
Japanese
Barberr.y 4 Vt.ery Shrub Fruit 50% Dense 0.178 acres
Berberis High
thunbergii
Tree-of-Heaven Dense
Ailanthus 4 High Tree Vegetative | 26-50% plants/ 0.04 acres
altissima clumps
Common Reed Very
Phragmites 4 High Grass | Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.02 acres
australis
Autumn Olive Very
Elaeagnus 4 High Shrub | Vegetative 5% Sparse 0.18 acres
umbellata
Burning Bush Very
Euonymus 4 High Shrub | Vegetative 5-25% Trace 0.02 acres
alatus
) 0.68 acres,
Total for all species 526 miles

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above.
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Figure 4: A close-up of Field Maps displaying searched area (purple) and presence area (green) within New
Forge State Forest.
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Figure 5: The understory of New Forge State Forest consisted predominantly of Japanese stiltgrass
(Microstegium vimineum).

Figure 6: In the open fields of New Forge State Forest, there was predominantly mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris
var vulgaris). As seen above, a Terrestrial Invasive Species Technician is barely visible over the fully grown
mugwort.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: New Forge State Forest’s trails are not well-marked. Care should be taken by those traversing
the upper trails to ensure they are following as closely as possible to the marked trails. In addition, the lower
trail remains in near-full sun for its extent and those traversing it should be prepared for the exposure.

Response: This site is not a high priority location for the Capital Region PRISM at this time due to the high level
of invasives present within the property.

Post-Survey Monitoring: This site is a low priority site for post-survey monitoring. If follow-up monitoring does
occur, it is recommended that the focus be on RTE species that may be present within the significant natural
communities or focused on Tier 1 and Tier 2 species.
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