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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Partridge Run WMA 

 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 9/10/25 County: Albany 

 
Site Name: Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different):  
431 Partridge Run Rd #345, Berne, NY 12023 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 
2 staff, 5 hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 
42.56281065, -74.15095893 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
State Forests- Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP 
Contact, william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 4,500 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
Ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 42.9 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Sam Schultz- 9924 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☒ Detection  ☒  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☐ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The primary purposes of Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area (WMA) are for wildlife 
management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. This WMA consists of about 
4,500 acres of upland and wetland habitat in Albany County. The majority of the current WMA was transferred 
to New York State in 1962 by the federal government. Numerous parking areas are located throughout the 
WMA. 
Partridge Run is located on the Helderberg Escarpment, and varies in elevation from about 1600 feet to over 
1900 feet. Soils are thin and winters are typically long. Most of Partridge Run WMA is forested with natural 
stands of northern hardwoods comprised of maple, ash, and yellow birch, as well as hemlock. Several hundred 
acres of spruce and pine plantations were planted during the 1930s and 1940s. There are several hundred 
acres of fields maintained throughout the WMA. In addition, there are numerous ponds, wetlands, and beaver 
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impoundments located on the WMA. 
In 2004, Partridge Run WMA was designated as part of the as part of the Helderberg Bird Conservation Area. A 
variety of habitats on the escarpment provide an important area for both resident and migrant birds. 
 Featured activities on the property include hiking, hunting, trapping, freshwater fishing, and watchable 
wildlife. Like most of the state's Wildlife Management Areas, Partridge Run WMA is managed by DEC's Division 
of Fish and Wildlife for wildlife conservation and wildlife-associated recreation (hunting, trapping, wildlife 
viewing, and photography). Funding to maintain and manage this site is provided by the Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration or "Pittman-Robertson" Act, which is acquired through excise taxes on sporting arms, ammunition, 
and archery equipment. 
Management at Partridge Run WMA is designed to maintain important freshwater wetlands and a diversity of 
upland habitat types so many species can exist on the site. Regular timber harvests occur on the property in 
order to maintain forest stand health and diversity of stand age and structure. Other habitat improvements 
include mowing, trail creation, and the placement of nesting boxes. Apple orchards found in upland areas are 
maintained to provide food for wildlife. 
View the Habitat Management Plan for Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area (PDF), approved in August 
2017, which identifies the WMA-specific target species and habitat goals for the WMA. 
 
Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Team focused primarily on the Eastern half of Partridge Run WMA. Since there 
is not a lot of data that has been collected at this site, PRISM staff selected trails that were most accessible and 
roadways that were open to the public. PRISM staff surveyed along roadsides and conducted trailside surveys 
delineating invasive species populations along all surveyed areas. 
 
Site Significance: This site was selected as part of an effort to collect data in areas with a lack of invasive 
species distribution data. This site was also selected due to the proximity of other protected lands 
including the Huyck Preserve, Partridge Run State Forest, and Cole Hill State Forest. Additionally, this site 
is a Priority Conservation Area for the Capital Region PRISM. 
 

Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the left is the 
comprehensive score and on the right is the ecological score. These maps show the site scores moderately for 

comprehensive score and low for ecological score. The darker the color, the more significant the area. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 3: Screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. As shown above, Partridge Run 
WMA does not have any significant natural communities or rare, threatened or endangered species identified 

on the property. 
 
Section 2: Survey Result Summary 
 

Invasive Species Present: 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

Beech leaf 
disease 

nematode 
(Litylenchus 

crenatae 
mccannii) 

3 NA Animal Feeding NA NA 0.08 acres 

Common 
buckthorn 
(Rhamnus 
cathartica) 

4 VH Tree/ 
shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 3.86 acres 

Multiflora rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 3.84 acres 

Japanese 
Barberry 
(Berberis 

thunbergii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 0.02 acres 
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 Morrow’s 

honeysuckle 
(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Sparse 3.82 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Vine Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 3.8 acres 

Reed 
Canarygrass 

(Phalaris 
arundinacea) 

4 H Grass Vegetative 26-50% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

3.8 acres 

Autumn Olive 
(Elaeagnus 
umbellata) 

4 VH Tree/ 
Shrub Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 3.8 acres 

Brown 
Knapweed 
(Centaurea 

jacea) 

4 H Herb Flowering 5-25% Sparse 3.8 acres 

Total for all species 26.82 acres 
*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
 
Native Species Present: 

Scientific Name Common Name Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Carya ovata Shagbark hickory Tree Vegetative 
Fagus grandifolia American Beech Tree Vegetative 
Ostrya virginiana American hop horn beam  Tree Vegetative 

Quercus rubra Northern Red oak Tree Vegetative 
Acer rubrum Red maple Tree Vegetative 

Acer saccharum Sugar maple Tree Vegetative 
Tilia americana Basswood Tree Vegetative 

Acer pensylvanicum Striped maple Tree Vegetative 
Fraxinus sp. Ash Tree Vegetative 

Tsuga canadensis Hemlock Tree Vegetative 
Castanea dentata American Chestnut Tree Vegetative 

Hamamelis virginiana Witch hazel Tree Vegetative 
Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac Tree Vegetative 

Rubus sp. Rubus Shrub Vegetative 
Lonicera canadensis American fly honeysuckle Shrub Vegetative 

Cornus amomum Silky dogwood Shrub Fruiting 
Sambucus racemosa Red-berried elder Shrub Vegetative 

Cornus racemosa Gray Dogwood Shrub Fruiting 
Vaccinium angustifolium Lowbush blueberry Shrub Vegetative 

Leersia sp. White grass Grass Vegetative 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Eurybia divaricata White wood aster Herb Flowering 
Hepatica acutiloba Sharp lobed hepatica Herb Vegetative 

Thalictrum rochebruneanum Meadow rue Herb Vegetative 
Ageratina altissima White Snakeroot Herb Flowering 

Geranium maculatum Wild geranium Herb Vegetative 
Maiantheum canadense Canada mayflower Herb Vegetative 

Dennstaedtia punctilobula Hay-scented fern Herb Vegetative 
Actaea pachypoda White baneberry Herb Fruiting 

Euthamia graminifolia Flat-top goldenrod Herb Flowering 
Solidago bicolor Silver rod Herb Flowering 

Solidago nemoralis Field goldenrod Herb Flowering 
Phlox sp. Phlox Herb Flowering 

Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset Herb Flowering 
Impatiens capensis Jewelweed Herb Flowering 

Arisaema triphyllum Jack in the pulpit Herb Vegetative 
Lapsana communis Nipplewort (non-native) Herb Flowering 

Eutrochium spp. Joe-pye weed Herb Flowering 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Common Ragweed Herb Flowering 

Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed Herb Fruiting 
Bidens cernua Nodding Beggerticks Herb Flowering 

Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Herb Flowering 
Valeriana officinalis Valerian Herb Vegetative 

Maianthemum racemosum False Solomon’s seal Herb Vegetative 

Hylotelephium telephium Witches’ money bags  
(non-native)  Herb Vegetative 

Rudbeckia hirta Black eyed Susan Herb Flowering 
Achillea millefolium Yarrow Herb Flowering 

Mentha sp. Unknown mint Herb Vegetative 
Tanacetum vulgare Common tansy Herb Flowering 

Lactuca muralis Wall lettuce Herb Flowering 
Echinocystis lobata Wild cucumber Herb Fruiting 
Osmorhiza claytonii Hairy sweet cicely Herb Flowering 

Solidago caesia Blue stem goldenrod Herb Flowering 
Solidago flexicaulis Broad-leaved goldenrod Herb Flowering 
Clematis virginiana Virgin bower Vine Vegetative 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper Vine Vegetative 
Vitis sp. Wild grape Vine Vegetative 
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Figures 4, 5, & 6: Screenshots taken from Field Maps (iMap Mobile Advanced -iMMA) and iMap desktop. 
Purple represents searched areas, green represents presence of invasive species and yellow represents 

species that are not detected in that area. 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 
 

Additional Notes: Service is limited within this wildlife management area. There is also a bridge that is “closed” 
on the map but in reality it has been made into a pedestrian bridge. Some areas it would have been beneficial 
to have a second vehicle since some trails were not loop trails and this would have saved some time, so the team 
did not have to backtrack. 
 
Response: There are a variety of areas the Terrestrial team could conduct response work in. The interior portions 
of the state land were highly uninvaded but highly probable areas have a variety of manageable invasive 
populations. The Capital Region PRISM should manage these areas to minimize invasive species spread into the 
uninvaded interior. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: The Capital Region PRISM staff should continue to conduct further monitoring on 
unmapped areas of this wildlife management area. Annual surveys are feasible at different points of the year. 
Forest pest surveying should also be considered within this parcel. There are a variety of different hemlock 
stands as well as beech and historical conifer plantations. This site is also surrounded by Cole Hill State Forest, 
Huyck Preserve, Kenrose Sanctuary and Partridge Run State Forest making it a great candidate for ecological 
connectivity.  
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

