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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Highly Probable Area Report- Rockwood State Forest  

 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 5/23/25 County: Fulton County 

 
Site Name: Rockwood State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different): Route 29, Johnstown Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 5 staff, 3 

hours on site 
Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
43.05482505, -74.48848665 
 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
State Forester, Region 5- Rob Ripp, TRP Contact, 
robert.ripp@dec.ny.gov, (518) 897-1291   

Total Parcel Size (acres): 856 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact: Sam Schultz, 
Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 

Worksite Size (acres): 32 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): Mckensey Biggie, 
Cass Klingaman, Riley Willard, Kyle Pasanen- Invasive 
Species Technicians  

Report Author: Mckensey Biggie Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID:  
Mckensey Biggie- 29191 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☒ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: 
Rockwood State Forest is an 856-acre property located near the village of Rockwood. It contains access 

to Rockwood Lake, as well as several miles of trails and old logging roads. The state land is used for water 
quality protection, recreation, wildlife habitat, and timber production. Rockwood State Forest contains 1.69 
miles of hiking trails and several additional miles of marked multi-use trails that provide access to the property. 
Access to Rockwood Lake is obtained via a 270-foot-long path that starts from the parking area at the end of 
Cemetery Road and continues down to the shoreline of Rockwood Lake where visitors may hand launch non-
motorized boats. The forest itself is a mixture of various types of native plant species such as columbine 
(Aquilegia vulgaris) and star flower (Trientalis borealis). The forest composition is predominantly a hemlock-
hardwood forest; it can be used as an example of proper logging management strategies. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Survey Techniques: 
Conducted a highly probable area search using visual surveying while along the trail. Targeted species 

such as multiflora rose, wild parsnip, morrows honeysuckle, Canada thistle, garlic mustard, and beech leaf 
disease were surveyed throughout the trail. Removals and maintenance of these species were done by 
technicians through the use of hand grubbers, hand saws, and hand pulling. Technicians used Field Maps to 
create presence points for invasive plant species within the surveyed area. Treatment polygons were used over 
the presence points representing the type of treatment that was performed. Beech leaf disease was surveyed 
through the use of a photo submission to iMapInvasives.  
 
Site Significance: 
 

 
Figure 1: This map shows the ecological significance of the Rockwood State Forest, light green has the lowest 

significance, dark green has the highest significance. 

 
Figure 2: This map shows the prioritization of the Rockwood State Forest; light yellow is the lowest 

prioritization area while the orange to dark orange is the highest prioritization area 
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Figure 3: This map shows the environmental resource mapper of the Rockwood State Forest, no rare, 

endangered or threatened species are identified in this area 
 

Section 2: Survey Result Summary 
 

Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected: 
 

Common 
Name & 
Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenolog
y/ Life 
stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/mi
les if 

linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Morrows 

Honeysuckle 
Lonicera 
morrowii 

4 Very 
High Shrub 

Mixed 
(Juvenile
/Mature) 

5-25% 
Dense 
plants/ 
Clumps 

0.1 acres .08262 acres 

Garlic 
Mustard 
Alliaria 

Petiolata 

4 Very 
High Vegetative Mature <5% Sparse  0.02 

acres .0581 acres 

Multiflora 
Rose 
Rosa 

multiflora 

4 Very 
High Shrub Juvenile <5% Trace 0.02 

acres .01182 acres 

Wild Parsnip 
Pastinaca 

sativa 
4 Moder

ate Vegetative Juvenile <5% Sparse 0.02 
acres N/A 

Total for all species 0.015 
acres 

0.89612 
acres 
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Native Species on Site: 

Common Name  Scientific Name Phenology Growth Form Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Red Oak Quercus rubra Vegetative Tree Dense  
Columbine Aquilegia Flowering Herbaceous Sparse 
Star Flower Trientalis borealis Flowering Herbaceous Sparse 

Lowbush blueberry Vaccinium angustifolium Vegetative Shrub Trace 
False Solomans-Seal Maianthmum racemosum Flowering Herbaceous Trace 

Bracken Fern Pteridium Vegetative Herbaceous Dense 
Red Maple Acer rubrum Vegetative Tree Dense 
White Ash Fraxinus americana Vegetative Tree Dense 

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum Vegetative Tree Dense 
Hawthorn Crataegus sp. Vegetative Tree Sparse 

Elm Ulmus sp. Vegetative Tree Dense 
Beaked Hazelnut Corylus cornuta Vegetative Tree Dense 

Hemlock Conium maculatum Vegetative Tree Dense 
Paper Birch Betula papyrifera Vegetative Tree Dense 
White Pine Pinus strobus Vegetative Tree Dense 

Canada May Flower Maianthemum canadense Flowering Herbaceous Sparse 
Partridgeberry Mitchella repens Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse 

Yellow Birch Betula alleghaniensis Vegetative Tree Dense 
Wintergreen Gautheria sp. Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse 
Sarsaparilla Smilax ornata Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse 
Pipsissewa Chimaphila sp. Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse 

Striped Maple Acer pensylvanicum Vegetative Tree Dense 
Bigtooth Aspen Populus grandidentata Vegetative Tree Dense 

American Chestnut Castanea dentata Vegetative Tree Dense 
Wild Oat Avena fatua Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse 
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Map:  
 

 

Figure 4: This map contains the Rockwood State Forest, which is classified as a highly probable area. The parcel 
surveyed contains invasive plant species such as- morrows honeysuckle, wild parsnip, multiflora rose, and garlic 
mustard. Green points represent the presence of an invasive species. The red polygonal shape represents that 
the species was treated.  
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Figure 5: A map of the Rockwood State Forest trails and the various recreational options 
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The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
  

Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 
 

Additional Notes: During the survey, the weather was rainy and cold, hot hands potentially would have been 
beneficial at times due to the weather conditions. There was low and limited cell service. Surveying technicians 
downloaded the Rockwood State Forest map prior to going to this site so that proper data collection can be 
performed. Technicians were aware of other people using the trail, specifically horseback riders, ensuring to 
maintain a proper distance and awareness if tools were being used.  
 
Response: Some honeysuckles that were present proven difficult to fully remove their roots, so it’s 
recommended to bring a honeysuckle root popper or top dogs to this location to be able to fully remove the 
honeysuckle plant.  
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: Continue to monitor this location and the logging that is occurring. Returning to this 
location, honeysuckle presence can return to locations where it was removed due to CR-PRISM staff being 
unable to fully remove the root ball. Wild parsnip was surveyed scattered by the main parking lot; it could 
potentially spread as it was not removed during this survey. More monitoring of this plant could be done and a 
potential plan for full removal could be made. Potentially having a boot brushing station at this location could 
be beneficial as most of the invasive species were monitored at the entrance of the trail. Preventing the spread 
further into the forest or other locations. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

