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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Response Report

Section 1. Response Project Summary

General Information

Date Response Action Conducted: 06/05/2025 County: Saratoga
Site Name: Saratoga National Historic Park Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?

Yes, collaborator request
Address (if different): 648 Route 32, Stillwater, NY Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site:
12170 5.25 hours/4 Staff
Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
43.01166, -73.654592 Linda White, Field Biologist, National Parks Service —

Saratoga National Battlegrounds
linda_white@nps.gov, (518) 222-5675

Total Parcel Size (acres): Project Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

3,410 acres Linda White, Field Biologist, National Parks Service —
Saratoga National Battlegrounds
linda_white@nps.gov, (518) 222-5675

Worksite Size (acres): Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):

0.59 acres Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician
Riley Willard, Cass Klingaman, and Kyle Pasanen-
Invasive Species Technicians

Report Author: Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Cass Klingaman Cass Klingaman (29191)
# of Volunteers (if any): NA # of Total Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x

Time spent on site) NA

Conservation Goal:

[J Delineate & assess a conservation value [ To prevent and protect a conservation value
L] Local Eradication [] Post-Treatment Monitoring [] Containment
Suppression [ Exclusion [ Restoration

Response Type:
Initial Response [ Post-treatment Monitoring [ Crew Assistance Program Project

[J Research Action [ Restoration [ Volunteer Engagement

Disposal method(s): Removed oriental bittersweet, narrowleaf-bittercress, Norway maple, multiflora rose, and
common buckthorn were piled and later removed to be burned by the Parks Maintenance Crew.
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Site Description: Established in 1938, Saratoga National Historical Park is where American forces defeated
British troops in the autumn of 1777, a key victory in the American Revolutionary War. The crucial American
victory renewed patriots' hopes for independence, secured essential foreign recognition and support, and
forever changed the face of the world. Because of the incredible impact caused by the American victory in the
Battles of Saratoga, they are known as the "Turning Point of the American Revolution," and are considered by
many historians to be among the top 15 most important battles in world history.

The park is in Stillwater, New York, 30 miles north of Albany, and approximately 500 feet above sea
level. Its land consists of low hills with flat-bottomed valleys to the west, and an upper and lower terrace with
the Hudson River floodplain to the east. Saratoga County is an underlain with unconsolidated deposits on the
surface and bedrock formations thousands of feet thick below. At 3,406 acres, the park is predominately mixed
and deciduous forest with open fields. A mixture of freshwater wetlands totaling over 170 acres also exists in
the park. (Taken from https://home.nps.gov/im/netn/sara.htm)

Project Significance:

The Terrestrial Invasive Species Technician crew from Capital Region PRISM arrived on site on
June 5™ 2025 to get closure on the presence of Cup Plant (Silphium perfoliatum) within a portion of the
park. The team searched the area of the alleged Cup Plant presence and was unable to find a pre-
identified individual, however, there was a presence of Elecampane which has a similar growth form.

According to the NYNHP Terrestrial Invasive Species Prioritization tool, a majority of the park falls
within land protected within New York State. Much of the park is also classified as areas of great
ecological significance according to this tool. These scores lead to this site being a high priority area for
protection by the Terrestrial Invasive Species team. Saratoga National Historical Park boasts many hiking
trails along historic sites, presenting more potential for the linear spread of invasives carried by visitors.

Within the site, there have been confirmed sightings of Oriental Bittersweet, Common Buckthorn,
and Narrowleaf Bittercress surrounding the area of the park’s visitors center; all of which are Tier 4 threat
species within New York and have high ecological threat levels. The presence of these species poses a
threat to the park as they can affect the composition of ecosystems they reside in, threatening the
ecological makeup of the historical aspect of the park. The park is a notable historical site, making it a
popular destination for school groups, families, and locals. This high traffic increases the likelihood of
invasives transferring into and out of the park, and especially the area surrounding the visitors center.
For these reasons, it is clearly important to monitor this site and work to exclude invasives from the area,
to preserve the historic site for future visitors in as great of a condition as we can. The exclusion and
suppression of invasives in this area will also lessen the likelihood of invasives spreading out of this park
by visitors.
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Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the left is the
comprehensive score and on the right is the ecological score. The darker color, the more significant the
area. As seen above, the parcel scores highly for comprehensive score and moderate-high for
ecological significance score.
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Figure 3: Screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. This map shows
significant natural communities on the property (purple) and rare, threatened or endangered species
presence in the vicinity (orange). Significant natural communities on the property include floodplain
forest (high quality occurrence of rare community type), successional fern meadow (high quality
occurrence of uncommon community type) and vernal pools (high quality occurrence of uncommon
community type). There are animals listed as endangered or threatened in the vicinity.
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Section 2: Response Results Summary

Is this the first year of treatment? Yes

Is follow-up needed? What time of year and how often during the season?

Follow-up monitoring is recommended for the following field season in order to assess the success of removals
from prior years as well as to detect any newly introduced species or stands of invasives. Special attention
should be paid to areas of previous treatment.

Species Size of Area
. . Percent T . Treated
Common & Tier Threat Response Cover Distribution/ | Infestation Ty
Scientific Ranking | Ranking Method (%) Abundance | (Acres/ Miles Miles if
Name > if linear) linear)
Oriental
Bittersweet Very Pulling, 0 Dense
(Celastrus 4 High Digging 5-25% Clumps 0.86 acres 0.596 acres
orbiculatus)
Narrowleaf
Bittercress 4 High Diggin 5-25% Scarce 1.3 acres 0.5 acres
(Cardamine & geing 0 Clumps ) )
impatiens)
Common
Buckthorn Very Digging, 0 Scarce
(Rhamnus 4 High Cutting, Pulling 0-5% Clumps 0.53 acres 0.232 acres
cathartica)
Multiflora .
Rose (Rosa 4 :_llfrz CDl:ttlirr]]g’ 5-25% CDIjrrrlmses 1.63 acres 0.071 acres
multiflora) g geing P
Norway L .
Maple (Acer 4 V(.ery Plgglng, . 5-25% Linearly 0.33 acres 0.071 acres
L High Pulling, Cutting Scattered
platinoides)
Cup Plant Not
ilphium ig ot detecte 6 ot detecte ot detecte
(Silphi 2 High Not d d 0% Not d d | Notd d detected
perfoliatum)
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Native Species Present:

Common name Scientific Name Growth Form | Phenology/ Life stage | Distribution/ Abundance
White Ash Fraxinus americana Tree Multiple Dense Clumps
Black Alder Alnus glutinosa Tree Multiple Sparse Clumps

Joy Pye Weed Eutrochium spp. Herbaceous Vegetative Dense Clumps
Buttercups Ranunculus spp. Herbaceous Flower Dense Clumps

American Elm Ulmus americana Tree Multiple Sparse Scattered Plants

Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis Fern Multiple Dense Clumps
Milkweed Asclepias spp. Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse/Scattered Plants

Virginia Creeper Part.henociss.us Vine Multiple Dense Clumps

quinquefolia

Wild Strawberry Fragaria vesca Herbaceous Multiple Sparse
Wild Grape Vitis vulpina Vine Multiple Sparse Clumps
White Pine Pinus strobus Tree Multiple Sparse Clumps
Golden Rod Solidago spp Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse

False Solomon’s Seal Maianthemum Herbaceous Vegetative Linearly Scattered
racemosum
May Apple Pii?f:t}gzm Herbaceous Vegetative Dense Clumps
Jewel Weed Impatiens capensis Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse Clumps
Maps:

Figures 4 & 5: Screenshot from Field Maps (iMMA) depicting searched areas (purple), presence of
invasive species (green) and treatment areas (red). The image on the right is where cup plant was
searched for but not detected.
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Figure 6: A Map taken from the National Parks Service website displaying the extent of the Saratoga
National Historical Park. (https://www.nps.qov/sara/planyourvisit/maps.htm)
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: The site is a popular destination for school trips and families, awareness of surrounding area
during survey and treatment is necessary.

Treatment: Further treatment for suppression is recommended regarding the amounts of oriental bittersweet
and multiflora rose. Returns to site annually or as time permits to continue suppression and data collection on
the presence of invasives and natives.

Post-Treatment Monitoring: Continue to work with staff from the National Park Service to prioritize invasive
species projects on the property. Prioritization should take place based on the most vulnerable areas and areas
most likely to encourage spread.
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