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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management  

Highly Probable Areas Report- Saratoga Sandplains WMA 
 

Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted:  
5/27, 7/18, 8/11, 8/23, 9/30, 10/29 

County: Saratoga 

Site Name: Saratoga Sandplains WMA- Old Gick, Fox, 
Camp Saratoga, Opdahl Parcels 

Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?  
Yes, NYS DEC Temporary Revocable Permit 

Address (if different):  
Old Gick Parcel (Scout Rd): 65 Scout Rd, Wilton NY 
12831 
Fox Parcel: 4403 NY-50, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Camp Saratoga South: 90 Scout Rd, Gansevoort, NY 
12831 
Camp Saratoga Unnamed Parking Area: Scout Rd, 
Wilton NY 12831 
Camp Saratoga Parking Lot #3: 95 Scout Rd, Wilton, 
NY 12831 
Opdahl Parcel: 155 Ballard Rd, Gansevoort, NY 12831 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
5 staff (varying hours), 15.5 hours 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
Old Gick Parcel (Scout Rd): 43.152675, -73.692958 
Fox Parcel: 43.144919, -73.692705 
Camp Saratoga South: 43.154265, -73.69886 
Camp Saratoga Unnamed Parking Area: 43.15390, -
73.708213 
Camp Saratoga Parking Lot #3: 43.15415, -73.70341 
Opdahl Parcel: 43.16341, -73.70373 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Paul Jensen, Region 5 WMA TRP Contact, 
paul.jensen@dec.ny.gov,  (518) 897-1291 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 1,000 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
 Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 

Worksite Size (acres): 
5/27-2.18 acres; 7/18-1.7 acres; 8/11-48.39 acres 
8/23- 8.73 acres; 9/30- 1.8 acres; 10/29-27.01 acres 

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):  
Kyle Pasanen, Cass Klingaman, Riley Willard- Terrestrial 
Invasive Species Technicians 
Sam Schultz- Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 

Report Author: Riley Willard Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Invasive Species Technicians-29191 
Sam Schultz- 9924 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☒ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☒ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☒  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:paul.jensen@dec.ny.gov
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Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
☒Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description:  
The primary purposes of Saratoga Sand Plains Wildlife Management Area (WMA) are for wildlife 

management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. This WMA is a matrix of 1,000 
acres of state lands on several separate parcels. The majority of the acreage is in two contiguous parcels-Camp 
Saratoga (6.0 miles of trail) and the Old Gick Farm (1.9 miles of trail)-that lie east of the Northway, west of 
Route 50, and south of Ballard Road. There is a wildlife viewing platform on the Old Gick Trail 0.5 miles from 
the trailhead. There are two additional parcels located off nearby Colebrook Road. Additionally, the Saratoga 
Sand Plains WMA Archery Range is located on Route 50, just north of Wilton Mall. 

Several habitats and natural communities are found in the Saratoga Sand Plains, including deep water 
wetlands, rare pine barren vernal ponds, ephemeral wetlands in open areas, and oak-pine savannah-which 
consists of grass and wildflower meadows with scattered oak and pitch pine trees. 

Saratoga Sand Plains is associated with the Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park Study Area and is located 
within a state-designated Priority Conservation Area and the state and federally designated Karner Blue 
Butterfly recovery areas. DEC works closely with its partners-Wilton Wildlife Preserve and Park, The Nature 
Conservancy, Town of Wilton, Town of Northumberland, and Saratoga County-to manage these lands. 

Opportunities around here for people to gain a better understanding and appreciation of the biology 
and ecology of plant and animal species; the functioning of natural communities and ecosystems; and human 
interaction with, and use of, nature. DEC supports and promotes environmental educational opportunities for 
school groups, youth groups, and adults. 

In addition to the Karner blue butterfly, other species of interest include the state-threatened frosted 
elfin butterfly; the state-designated species of special concern eastern spadefoot toad and eastern hognose 
snake; and the prairie warbler-a designated species of greatest conservation need. Other wildlife species found 
here include deer, grouse, woodcock, and songbirds. 
 
Survey Techniques: 

Highly probable area and detection surveys were performed by the Terrestrial Invasive Species Team 
surveying parking lots and conducting trail-side surveys. Invasive species were delineated and detected species 
were managed when found via pulling and digging. 
 
Site Significance:  

Saratoga Sand Plains WMA is a Priority Conservation Area for the CR-PRISM. The area is highly 
significant, not only scoring high on the NYNHP Prioritization Model but additionally, it contains a variety of 
significant natural areas including Appalachian oak-pine forest, Hemlock-Hardwood swamp, Pine barrens 
vernal pond, Successional northern sandplain grassland, red maple-hardwood swamp, and pitch pine-scrub 
oak barrens. Rare plants and animals are located on or near the property as well, including dragonflies and 
animals listed as special concern. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figures 1 & 1:  Screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. The 
screenshot on the left is the comprehensive score, and the screenshot on the right is the 
ecological score. As seen above, this property scores highly on both the comprehensive 

and ecological scores represented by the darker colors on the map. 

Figure 3:  Screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. As seen 
above the property contains a variety of significant natural communities and rare, 

threatened or endangered species. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Detected: (Old Gick & Camp Saratoga South) 5/27/2025 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking Growth Form Phenology/ 

Life stage 

Percent 
Cover 

(%) 

Distribu
tion/ 

Abunda
nce 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Oriental  

bittersweet 
(Celastrus  

Orbiculatus) 

4 Very 
High Vine Vegetative 5%-25% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.17 acres 0.17 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemisia 

vulgaris var. 
vulgaris) 

4 High Herbaceous  Vegetative 5%-25% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.13 acres 0.13 acres 

Spotted 
knapweed 
(Centaurea 

stoebe) 

4 High Herbaceous  Vegetative 5%-25% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.02 acres 0 acres 

Burning bush 
(Euonymus  

alatus) 
4 Very 

High Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.12 acres 0.12 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle   

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Flowering 5%-25% Sparse 0.08 acres 0.08 acres 

Glossy Buckthorn 
(Frangula alnus) 4 High Tree Vegetative 5%-25% 

 Sparse 0.02 acres 0.02 acres 

Japanese 
Knotweed 

(Reynoutria 
japonica) 

4 Very 
High Herbaceous Vegetative 5%-25% 

 Sparse 0.091 acres 0.091 acres 

Total for all species 0.631 acres 0.611 acres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Invasive Species Detected: (Opdahl, Camp Saratoga, Old Gick and Fox Parcels) 7/18/2025 

Common 
Name & 
Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable 

Areas 
Area 

Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Mugwort 
(Artemisia 

vulgaris var. 
vulgaris) 

4 High Forb Vegetative 5%-25% 
 

Dense plants/ 
clumps 0.036 acres 0.036 acres 

Oriental  
bittersweet 
(Celastrus  

Orbiculatus) 

4 Very 
High Vine Vegetative 10% Dense 

plants/clumps 0.57 acres 0.57 acres 

Japanese 
Barberry 
(Berberis 

thunbergii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Vegetative 5% Sparse 0.57 acres 0.57 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle     

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Flowering 25% Sparse 1.2 acres 1.2 acres 

Glossy 
Buckthorn 
(Frangula 

alnus) 

4 High Tree Vegetative 5%-25% 
 Sparse 0.016 acres 0.016 acres 

Japanese 
Knotweed 

(Reynoutria 
japonica) 

4 Very 
High Forb Vegetative 5%-25% Sparse 0.016 acres 0.016 acres 

Elm Zigzag 
sawfly 

(Aproceros 
leucopoda) 

M NA Insect Not 
Detected 

Not 
Detected Not Detected Not 

Detected 
Not 

Detected 

Beech leaf 
disease 

(Litylenchus 
crenatae 
mccannii) 

3 NA Animal Not 
Detected 

Not 
Detected Not Detected Not 

Detected 
Not 

Detected 

Amur Corktree 
(Phellodendron 

amurense) 
2 H Tree Not 

Detected 
Not 

Detected Not Detected Not 
Detected 

Not 
Detected 

Jumping 
worms 

(Amynthas- 
Metaphire 

spp.) 

4 M Animal Not 
Detected 

Not 
Detected Not Detected Not 

Detected 
Not 

Detected 

Total for all species 2.408 acres 2.408 acres 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Invasive Species Detected: (Camp Saratoga, Old Gick, and Fox Parcels) 8/11/2025 

Common 
Name & 
Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover 

(%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable 

Areas 
Area 

Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Japanese 
Knotweed 

(Reynoutria 
japonica) 

4 Very 
High Herbaceous Vegetative 5% Sparse 0.04 acres 0.04 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Woody 
Vine Vegetative 26% Dense 

plants/clumps 0.02 acres 0 acres 

Morrows 
honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative Not 
detected Not detected Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 

Total for all species 0.04 acres 0.04 acres 
 
 
Invasive Species Detected: (Fox Parcel) 8/23/2025 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles if 

linear) 
Morrows honeysuckle 

(Lonicera morrowii) 4 VH Shrub Vegetative 26% Sparse 0.078 acres 

Glossy buckthorn 
(Frangula alnus) 4 H Tree Vegetative 26% Dense plants/ 

clumps 0.112 acres 

Oriental bittersweet 
(Celastrus orbiculatus) 4 VH Woody 

vine Vegetative 10% Sparse 0.082 acres 

Mugwort (Artemisia 
vulgaris var. vulgaris) 4 H Herb  Vegetative 5% Sparse 0.04 acres 

Black locust (Robinia 
pseudoacacia) 4 VH Tree Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 

Spotted knapweed 
(Centaurea stoebe) 4 H Herb Flowering <5% Trace 0.04 acres 

Total for all species 0.372 acres 
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Invasive Species Detected: (Camp Saratoga- unnamed parking lot) 9/30/2025 

Common 
Name & 
Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover 

(%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable 

Areas 
Area 

Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Oriental 

Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Woody 
Vine 

Vegetative/ 
Fruiting 15% Sparse 0.544 acres 0.16 acres 

Morrow’s 
honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative 26% Sparse 0.55 acres 0.52 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 VH Forb Vegetative 26% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.38 acres 0 acres 

Japanese 
Stiltgrass 

(Microstegium 
vimineum) 

4 VH Annual 
Grass In seed 26% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.38 acres 0 acres 

Swallowwort 
(Vincetoxicum 

spp.) 
4 NA Herb In seed  <5% Sparse 0.02 acres 0 acres 

Japanese 
knotweed 
(Fallopia 
japonica) 

4 VH Herb Vegetative 10% Sparse 0.02 acres 0 acres 

Total for all species 1.89 acres 0.68 acres 
 
Invasive Species Detected: (Old Gick Parcel) 10/29/2025 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area Infested 
(acres/miles if 

linear) 

Burning bush 
(Euonymus alatus) 4 VH Shrub Fruiting 25% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

0.15 acres 

Morrows honeysuckle 
(Lonicera morrowii) 4 VH Shrub Vegetative 25% Sparse 1.05 acres 

Glossy buckthorn 
(Frangula alnus) 4 H Tree Vegetative 10% Sparse 0.04 acres 

Oriental Bittersweet 
(Celastrus orbiculatus) 4 VH Woody Vine Vegetative 10% Sparse 0.02 acres 

Total for all species 1.26 acres 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Native Species Present: 

Common name Scientific Name Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Bracken Fern Pteridium aquilinum Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse 
Blackberry Rubus spp. Shrub Flower Dense 
Wild Lupin Lupinus perennis Herbaceous Flower Dense 

Common Milkweed Asclepias syriaca Herbaceous Vegetative Sparce 
Eastern cottonwood Populus deltoides Tree In seed Sparse 

Red maple Acer rubrum Tree Vegetative Sparse 
Red oak Quercus rubra Tree Vegetative Sparse 

Pitch pine  Pinus rigida Tree Vegetative Sparse 
Eastern White pine Pinus strobus Tree Vegetative Sparse 

Black cherry  Prunus serotina Tree Vegetative Sparse 
Staghorn sumac Rhus typhina Tree Vegetative Sparse 
Wild Strawberry Fragaria vesca Herbaceous Flower Sparse 

Goldenrod Solidago spp. Herbaceous Vegetative Dense 
Common yarrow Achillea millefolium Herbaceous Vegetative Trace 

White oak Quercus alba Tree Vegetative Sparse 
Sweet fern Comptonia peregrina Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse 

Quaking aspen  Populus tremuloides Tree Vegetative Dense 
Star flower Lysimachia borealis Herbaceous Flower Trace 
Pin cherry Prunus pensylvanica Tree Vegetative Trace 
Black birch Betula nigra Tree Dormant sparse 

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum Tree Vegetative Dense 
Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse 

Red alder  Alnus rubra Tree Vegetative Trace 
Norway spruce Picea abies Tree Vegetative Sparse 

Sarsaparilla Aralia nudicaulis Herbaceous Vegetative Trace 
Solomon’s Seal Polygonatum spp. Herbaceous Flower Trace 

Horse tail Equisetum spp. Herbaceous Vegetative Sparse 

Virginia creeper Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia Vine Vegetative Dense 

American Chestnut  Castanea dentata Tree Vegetative Trace 

False solomon’s seal Maianthemum 
racemosum Herbaceous Flower Trace 

Dogwood Cornus spp. Shrub Vegetative Sparse 
American Beech Fagus grandifolia Tree Vegetative Sparse 

Poison Ivy Toxicodendron radicans Vine Vegetative Sparse 
Bladder campion Silene vulgaris Herbaceous Flower Trace 
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Maps: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: 5/27/25 Camp Saratoga Parking Lot #3 
 

Invasives Present: Japanese knotweed & morrows 
honeysuckle 

Figure 5: 5/27/25 Camp Saratoga South 
Delegan Pond 
 

Invasives Present: Japanese knotweed, 
Glossy buckthorn, Morrows honeysuckle 

Figure 6: 5/17/25 Fox Parcel- trailhead & trail 
 

Invasives Present: Japanese knotweed, morrows honeysuckle & oriental bittersweet 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 8: 7/18/25 Opdahl Parcel- Trailhead 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle, Oriental 
bittersweet, Japanese barberry 

Figure 9: 7/18/25 Camp Saratoga Parcel- 
Scout Rd Unnamed parking lot 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle 
& Oriental bittersweet 

Figure 7: 5/17/25 Old Gick Parcel – Scout Rd Parking Lot & trail 
 

Invasives Present: Mugwort, spotted knapweed, oriental bittersweet, burning bush 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 11: 7/18/25 Camp Saratoga  
South Parcel- Delegan Pond 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows 
honeysuckle & Japanese knotweed 

Figure 12: 7/18/25 Old Gick Parcel- Scout Rd Parking area & 
Trailhead 
 

Invasives Present: Mugwort 

Figure 13: Fox Parcel- Parking Lot 
 

Invasives Present: Japanese knotweed, Glossy 
buckthorn 

Figure 10: 7/18/25 Camp Saratoga Parcel- Parking Lot #3 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle & Japanese 
knotweed 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 14: 8/11/25 Camp Saratoga South Trails 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle & 
oriental bittersweet 

Figure 15: 8/11/25 Camp Saratoga North Trailhead 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle 

Figure 16: 8/11/25 Old Gick Trails & Fox Parking Area 
 

Invasives Not Detected:  Morrows honeysuckle, 
Japanese knotweed 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 17: 8/23/25 Fox Parcel- all trails 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle, glossy buckthorn, oriental bittersweet, mugwort, black locust & spotted 
knapweed 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 18: 9/30/25 Camp Saratoga- unnamed parking area 
 

Invasives Present: Morrows honeysuckle, oriental bittersweet, mugwort, Japanese stiltgrass, swallowwort (species 
unknown) & Japanese knotweed 

Figure 19: 10/29/25 Old Gick Parcel- all trails 
 

Invasives Present: Burning bush, morrows 
honeysuckle, glossy buckthorn & oriental 
bittersweet 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Photos: 

 

 
 

Figure 20: Technicians remove mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris) from Old 
Gick parcel(scout rd entrance) 

Figures 21 & 22: Pink Lady Slippers (Cypripedium acaule) found on Saratoga Sandplains WMA 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: Invasives are present at all parking areas with some species spreading along the trail systems. 
There is a patch of oriental bittersweet present along a bridge on the Fox parcel that has grown since last field 
season.  
 
Response: The Capital Region PRISM will monitor these highly probable areas and the trails throughout this 
area. As invasive species are identified on these parcels, appropriate permissions will be obtained and if 
necessary, species will be elevated for management. All the species detected during these surveys will 
continue to be managed by the Capital Region PRISM throughout the field season and as new invasives are 
detected on the property they will be managed using best management practices and reported in the NYS 
Invasive Species Database, iMapInvasives. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: 
The Capital Region PRISM will continue to monitor these highly probable areas and the trails throughout this 
area. As invasive species are identified on these parcels, appropriate permissions will be obtained and if 
necessary, species will be elevated for management. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

