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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Response Report- Saratoga Spa State Park: Butterfly Trails 
 
 
Section 1: Response Project Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Response Action Conducted: 5/22/2025 County: Saratoga 

Site Name: Saratoga Spa State Park Butterfly 
Trails 

Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, OPRHP Scientific 
Research Permit 

Address (if different): Crescent Ave, Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site:  
1.3h, 5 PRISM staff 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 43.05871496, 
-73.7832168  

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, Andy 
Damon, Steward Biologist, Andy.Damon@parks.ny.gov, (518) 
558-2000 ext. 232 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 70.94 acres Project Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
Ss986@cornell.edu, 518-885-8995 ext 2211 

Worksite Size (acres): 0.08 acres  Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):  
Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen, Mckensey Biggie, Riley Willard- 
Terrestrial Invasive Species Technicians 

Report Author: Cass Klingaman Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: Riley Willard (29191)  

# of Volunteers (if any): N/A # of Total Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time spent 
on site) NA 

 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☒  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 
Response Type: 
☒ Initial Response ☐ Post-treatment Monitoring ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project   
☐ Research Action ☐ Restoration   ☐ Volunteer Engagement 

 
Disposal method(s): Removed biomass was left on site and hung from other vegetation to dry and to reduce 
the likelihood of re-rooting.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:Andy.Damon@parks.ny.gov
mailto:Ss986@cornell.edu


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

Project Significance: This site was selected a training location for seasonal staff. The Capital Region PRISM 
has been working closely with the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to establish 
Karner blue butterfly habitat on this site. This site scores significantly high for the comprehensive score 
and significantly high for the ecological significance due to the presence of animals listed as endangered 
or threatened. 
 

 
Section 2: Response Results Summary 
 

Is this the first year of treatment? Yes 
 
Is follow-up needed? What time of year and how often during the season?  
Follow up is recommended for later in the field season to assess the return of invasives and any change in their 
extent or distribution. Further manual treatment should be applied as needed upon review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 1, 2, & 3: Above are screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper and the NYS 
DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. On the left is the comprehensive score, middle shows the ecological 
significance, and the right shows environmental resources on the property (significant natural communities 
and the presence of rare, threatened or endangered species). For figures 1 and 2, the darker the color, the 
higher that area scores for their representative areas. 
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 Species 

Common & 
Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Ranking 

Threat 
Ranking 

Response 
Method 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Size of 
Infestation 

(Acres/ 
Miles if 
linear) 

Area Treated 
(Acres/ Miles 

if linear) 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 Very 
High 

Digging, 
Pulling 15% Dense 

Plants/Clumps 0.07 acres 0.07 acres 

Glossy 
Buckthorn 
(Frangula 

alnus) 

4 High Cutting, 
Digging 10% Dense 

Plants/Clumps 0.07 acres 0.07 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 Very 
High 

Cutting, 
Digging 20% Dense 

Plants/Clumps 0.07 acres 0.07 acres 

 

Map:  
 

 
 

Figure 4: A screenshot taken from Field Maps (iMMA). Searched area is 
identified in purple, red is the treatment area for the invasives listed above. 
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Figure 5: Map of trails available in the work area (separated from the 
rest of the Saratoga Spa State Park parcel). 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: This site visit was a training opportunity for response work for seasonal staff. Continue to 
collaborate with the NYS OPRHP staff to identify priority areas for treatment within this parcel. 
 
Treatment: Continue treatment in the corridor for Karner blue butterflies (Lycaeides melissa samuelis) and 
frosted elfin (Callophrys irus). Continue to collaborate with the NYS OPRHP staff to identify priority areas for 
treatment within this parcel. 
 
Post-Treatment Monitoring: This site is not a priority location for the Capital Region PRISM at this time for 
treatment but may be treated whenever requested for collaboration efforts with the NYS OPRHP staff.  
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

