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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Highly Probable Areas Report- Saratoga Spa State Park

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information
Date Survey Conducted: 07/14/2025 County: Saratoga
Site Name: Saratoga Spa State Park- Geyser Creek Trail | Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS OPRHP
Scientific Research Permit
Address (if different): 19 Roosevelt Dr, Saratoga | Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:
Springs, NY 12866 0.5 hours/ 3 staff on site
Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact: Andy
43.057819 N, -73.807358 W Damon, Steward Biologist,
Andy.Damon@parks.ny.gov, (518) 558-2000 ext. 232
Total Parcel Size (acres): 2,379 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:
Kyle Pasanen - Invasive Species Technician
Worksite Size (acres): 1.07 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):
Cass Klingaman, Riley Willard- Invasive Species
Technicians
Report Author: Kyle Pasanen Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID:
Kyle Pasanen, 29191
# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA
Conservation Goal:
L] Delineate & assess a conservation value [ To prevent and protect a conservation value
[ Local Eradication [ Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
[ Detection [ Delineation [l Follow-up Monitoring 1 Detection Training [ eDNA
Highly Probable Areas 1 Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: Saratoga Spa State Park is a National Historic Landmark distinguished by its classical
architecture and noted for its diverse cultural, aesthetic and recreational resources. In addition to the
nationally known Saratoga Performing Arts Center, the Spa Little Theater, The Children's Museum at Saratoga,
the Saratoga Automobile Museum, the Gideon Putnam Resort and Roosevelt Baths and Spa, the park offers a
multitude of traditional recreation opportunities.

Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Invasive Species crew surveyed and removed Japanese Barberry (Berberis
thunbergii) along the Geyser Creek trail, which is dominated by native plants. The barberry is sparse along the
trailside, only a few plants existing in the area. Plants were cut at the base instead of being dug up or pulled to
help erosion control on the side of the hill.
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Site Significance: This site was determined for treatment based on a human health concern. The site itself
does not score highly for the CR-PRISM priorities. However, there is a report of the northern part of the
property being in the vicinity of animals listed as endangered or threatened and a significant natural
community, red maple-swamp white oak swamp on Saratoga Spa Crescent Avenue (rare community

type). There are no significant natural communities or rare, threatened or endangered species on the
Geyser Creek trail.
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Figures 1 & 2: The screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization
Mapper. On the left is the comprehensive score and on the right is the ecological
significance score. The darker the shade, the more significant an area.
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Figure 3: The screenshot (left) is taken from
the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper.
Significant natural communities are in pink,
and the vicinity of rare, threatened and
endangered species are in orange.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Invasive Species Detected:
Area For Highly
) . Probable Areas
Common Name & | Tier Threat | Growth | Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested Area Treated
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking Form Life stage Cover (%) | Abundance | (acres/miles (acres/miles
if linear) if linear)
Japanese
Barberry 4 Very Shrub | Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.1 acres 0.1 acres
(Berberis High g ’ P ' '
thunbergii)
Beech Leaf
Disease
. . Not Not Not Not Not
(Litylenchus 3 NA Animal detected detected detected detected detected
crenatae
mccannii)
Total for all species 0.1 acres 0.1 acres
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: The Geyser Creek trail is a highly trafficked trail in Saratoga Spa State Park. It is recommended
to work on this project either on days with poor weather or at a time when public traffic is low.

Response: At this location the treatments must be cutting instead of digging/pulling, plants will return. It is
recommended to return before plants go to seed each year to prevent germination of fallen seeds. Consider
using a pole pruner to reach plants that are high up on the hills.

Post-Survey Monitoring: As this is a small-scale project, it is recommended to be done each year as time allows
before Japanese Barberry goes to fruit/seed. This is a great project for a short trip on an office day.
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