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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Stueben Hill State Forest 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 8/7/25 County: Herkimer 

Site Name: Steuben Hill State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired?  
Yes, NYS DEC Temporary Revocable Permit 

Address (if different):  
Upson Rd, Frankfort, NY 13340 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
4 hours, 4 PRISM staff 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: 
43.10109594520965, -75.02694809160101 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Scott Healy, Region 6 State Forest TRP Contact, 
scott.healy@dec.ny.gov, (315) 866-6330 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 1,008 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Terrestrial Invasive Technician 

Worksite Size (acres): 15.6 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen, Riley Willard - Terrestrial 
Invasive Technicians 

Report Author: Cass Klingaman Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID:  
Mckensey Biggie- 29191 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☒ Detection  ☒  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☐ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The 1,008-acre Steuben Hill State Forest started off as pastures and cropland, not so very 
long ago. It is somewhat nondescript with some small areas of flat ground surrounded by steep slopes and 
gullies. The state forest was created for the purpose of reforestation, wildlife management, timber production, 
recreation and watershed protection. Featured activities on the property consist of hiking, primitive camping, 
hunting, trapping, and watchable wildlife. There are no designated hiking trails on this property. There are old 
skid trails from past timber harvesting operations and old farm lanes from long ago that make for an enjoyable 
walk. The rugged terrain of the rest of the property makes hiking in this area somewhat difficult. 

This state forest falls under the Mohawk Vista Unit Management Plan (UMP). The UMP contains 
detailed information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history, 
habitats, wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please 
email r6.ump@dec.ny.gov. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:scott.healy@dec.ny.gov
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/dec-land-stewardship/rmp-ump
mailto:r6.ump@dec.ny.gov
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Survey Techniques: Visual surveys were carried out along the roadside and highly probable areas around 
Steuben Hill state forest. CR-PRISM staff entered the state forest and mapped some areas within the main forest 
area. Within highly probable areas and the roadside, CR-PRISM staff delineated searched areas and any invasives 
detected.   
 
Site Significance: This location does not score significantly on the comprehensive score or ecologically. This 
site also does not have any RTE species or significant natural communities. This site was surveyed only for the 
purpose of collecting data in a state-owned property with no data to assess prioritization for future survey and 
response efforts. 

Figures 1 & 2: A map of Steuben Hill with comprehensive prioritization score overlaid and ecological 
significance overlaid, respectively. Darker colors represent areas of higher score.   
 

 
 

Figure 3: A screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. As seen on the map there are 
streams running through the property but no reports of RTE species or significant natural communities. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Present: 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/mi
les if 

linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 

Multiflora Rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 Very 

High Shrub Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 

2.1 
miles, 
0.66 
acres 

0.1 acres 

Morrow’s 
Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 Very 
High Shrub Fruiting 5-25% Dense 

2.1 
miles, 
0.68 
acres 

0.1 acres 

Garlic Mustard 
(Alliaria 

petiolata) 
4 Very 

High Herb Flowers/ 
Seeds <5% Sparse 0.02 

acres 0 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 High Herbac
eous  Vegetative <5% Sparse 0.6 acres 0 acres 

Glossy 
Buckthorn 

(Frangula alnus) 
4 High Shrub Fruiting <5% Sparse 0.6 acres 0 acres 

Toringo 
Crabapple 

(Malus toringo) 
3 Unkno

wn Tree Vegetative <5% Sparse 

2.1 
miles, 
0.58 
acres 

0 acres 

Japanese 
Knotweed 
(Fallopia 
japonica) 

4 Very 
High Herb Vegetative 5%-25% Dense 0.04 

acres 0 acres 

Beech Leaf 
Disease 

(Litylenchus 
crenatae  

3 NA Animal Feeding NA NA 0.02 
acres 0.02 acres 

Total for all species 
3.18 

acres, 
6.3 miles 

0.2 acres 

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Maps:  
 

 

Figure 4: A map of Field Maps displaying searched area (purple) presence area (green) and treated area (red) 
within Steuben Hill. Monitoring took place along roadways as well as deeper within a section of the forest. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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Figure 5: A close-up of Field Maps displaying searched area (purple), presence area 
(green), and treated area (red) within Steuben Hill.  

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: Dense thickets of invasives make it very hard to navigate through main parcel. There is an 
access road that allows access from the main parking lot to the interior of the forest. Upson road provides the 
only pull off to access the forest. 
 
Response: This site is not a high priority location for response efforts from the Capital Region PRISM in the future 
due to the high density of invasives along the roadsides throughout the State Forest. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: This location is not a high priority location for post-survey monitoring, again due to the 
density of invasives along roadsides. If future monitoring does occur at this location efforts should be focused 
on the interior of the forest for further data collection of invasive distribution within the interior of the state 
forest. 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

