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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 
Highly Probable Area Report – Taconic Ridge State Forest  

 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 7/16/2025 County: Rensselaer County 

 
Site Name: Taconic Ridge State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, temporary 

revocable permit 
Address (if different): Taconic Ridge State Forest Rt.2 
Parking, PPFC+8V, Petersburgh, NY 12138 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site: 
5 hours/5 staff 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42°43'23.6"N 73°16'39.9"W 
 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP Contact 
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450  

Total Parcel Size (acres): 3,834 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator, 
ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 82.7 acres 
 

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician 
Kyle Pasanen, Cass Klingaman, Riley Willard- Invasive 
Species Technicians 

Report Author: Riley Willard Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID:  
Riley Willard- 29191 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: Taconic Ridge State Forest is made up of two separate reforestation areas totaling 3,834 
acres. These parcels were established in the 1990s and interconnect with easements purchased on adjoining 
lands to increase the recreational opportunities on the Taconic Ridge. The Taconic Crest Trail is one of the 
main features running through the property. The Taconic Crest Trail runs 35 miles along the New York, 
Vermont and Massachusetts border, with a maximum elevation of almost 3,000 feet at Berlin Mountain. A 
popular section of the trail begins in Petersburg, New York and leads to the popular "snow hole," a cave-like 
crevice where snow is often found even in summer. Approximately 32 miles of trails, including the Taconic 
Crest Trail, run through the Taconic Ridge State Forest. There are also two miles of roads throughout the state 
forest. 

The state forest is managed for multiple uses, including timber production, watershed protection, 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:william.schongar@dec.ny.gov
mailto:ss986@cornell.edu


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

wildlife habitat, and recreation. The featured activities include hiking, primitive camping, hunting, trapping and 
watchable wildlife. DEC is developing a recreation management plan which will describe the management 
activities for public recreation on these lands. If you have questions about this UMP, please email 
us r4.ump@dec.ny.gov 
 
Survey Techniques: Capital Region PRISM staff surveyed along highly probable areas, delineated, and removed 
invasives that were found. Visual surveys were conducted on either side of the trail. Any invasives detected were 
removed using manual methods (hand pulling, handsaws, and loppers).  
 
Site Significance: Taconic Ridge State Forest scores moderately for the comprehensive and ecological 
score on the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. The maps below show presence of significant 
natural communities including beech-maple mesic forest (high quality occurrence of uncommon 
community type). The property is also in the vicinity of bats listed as endangered or threatened and rare 
dragonflies and damselflies (not listed by NYS).  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Figures 1, 2 & 3: Screenshots above are from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper (left and middle) and the 
NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper (right). On the left is the comprehensive score map and the ecological 
score map is in the middle. The darker the shade of color, signifies a more significant (and higher scoring) area. The 
map on the right shows significant natural communities (purple/pink) and the vicinity of rare, threatened or 
endangered species (orange). The state forest is delineated out by the crosshatch marks on the map. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Detected: 
 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

For Highly 
Probable Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Glossy 

Buckthorn(Fran
gula alnus) 

4 H Tree Fruit/in 
seed 25% Sparse 81.31 acres 81.31 acres 

Beech Leaf 
Disease(Litylenc

hus crenatae 
mccannii) 

3 NA Animal Feeding 51-75% Dense 0.94 acres 0 acres 

Jumping worms 
(Amynthas-

Metaphire spp.) 
4 M Animal Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 

Amur 
honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
maackii) 

3 VH Woody 
shrub 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Mile-a-Minute 
(Persicaria 
perfoliata) 

2 VH 
Herbac

eous 
vine 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Amur Corktree 
(Phellodendron 

amurense) 
2 H Tree Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 

Golden Oyster 
Mushroom 
(Pleurotus 

citrinopileatus) 

Untie
red NA Mushr

oom 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected 

Ravenna Grass 
(Tripidium 
ravennae) 

1a H 
Perenn

ial 
Grass 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected 

Total for all species 82.25 acres 81.31 acres 
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Native Species 

Common Name   Scientific Name Growth Form Phenology/ Life 
stage 

Hay scented fern Dennstaedtia 
punctilobula Herbaceous Fruit/In Seed 

American Beech Fagus grandifolia Tree Fruit/In Seed 
Whirled wood 

aster 
Oclemena 
acuminata Herbaceous Vegetative 

Yellow Birch Betula 
alleghaniensis Tree Vegetative 

Sassafras Sassafras albidum Tree Vegetative 

Interrupted fern Osmunda 
claytoniana Herbaceous Fruit/In Seed 

Blue cohash Caulophyllum 
thalictroides Herbaceous Vegetative 

Cinnamon fern Osmundastrum 
cinnamomeum Herbaceous Fruit/In Seed 

Mosquito bulrush Scirpus 
hattorianus Herbaceous Fruit/In Seed 

Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana Tree Fruit/In Seed 
Lowbush 
blueberry 

Vaccinium 
angustifolium shrub Fruit/In Seed 

Highbush 
blueberry 

Vaccinium 
corymbosum shrub Fruit/In Seed 

Red berried elder Sambucus 
racemosa shrub Fruit/In Seed 

Striped Maple Acer 
pensylvanicum Tree Vegetative 

wrinkle-leaved 
goldenrod Solidago rugosa Herbaceous Fruit/In Seed 

Black chokeberry Aronia 
melanocarpa shrub Fruit/In Seed 

White grass Leersia virginica Herbaceous Vegetative 
Fringed bindweed Fallopia cilinodis Vine Vegetative 

Solomons seal Polygonatum 
biflorum Herbaceous Fruit/In Seed 

Arrowleaf 
tearthumb 

Persicaria 
sagittata Herbaceous Vegetative 

Bramble Rubus spp. Shrub Fruit/In Seed 
Spruce Picea spp. Tree Fruit/In Seed 
Trillium Trillium spp. Herbaceous Vegetative 

 
Maps:  
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Figures 4 & 5: Screenshots 
from ArcGIS Online and 
iMapInvasives Online. On the 
left, is the treatment area 
and presence for glossy 
buckthorn which is scattered 
all along the searched area. 
On the right is presence 
(green), unconfirmed 
presence (pink) and non-
detection points for forest 
pests and a few terrestrial 
invasive species. 
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: Something of note, this trail does cross into other states so ensure treatment actions are only 
conducted within NYS DEC lands (or other NYS lands with permission). There are research projects that were 
noted during this survey so caution should be taken when going off-trail. 
 
Response: Continue to monitor different areas of the Taconic Crest trail and other access points within the state 
forest. As new invasives are detected, utilize integrated pest management and a framework of response to 
determine appropriate actions. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: The Capital Region PRISM will continue to monitor this site on a rotating basis. Monitor 
at least every three years to determine if there are new introductions. 
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