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Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 6/13/2025

County: Albany

Site Name: Thacher State Park

Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS OPRHP
Scientific Research Permit

Address (if different):
830 Thacher Pk Rd, Voorheesville, NY 12186

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:
5 PRISM staff, 2 hours

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:
42.651119N, -74.014928W

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (OPRHP)

Region 11 Stewardship Specialist- Andy Damon
Andy.Damon@parks.ny.gov

Total Parcel Size (acres): 2,157 acres

Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator,
ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 4.52 acres

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):

Mckensey Biggie- Lead Invasive Species Technician
Riley Willard, Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen- Invasive
Species Technicians

Report Author: Riley Willard

Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID: Riley Willard

Conservation Goal:

[ Delineate & assess a conservation value

To prevent and protect a conservation value

[ Local Eradication [ Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
Suppression L] Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
[] Detection [ Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training [ eDNA

Highly Probable Areas [ Volunteer Engagement 1 Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: John Boyd Thacher State Park is situated along the Helderberg Escarpment, one of the richest
fossil-bearing formations in the world. Even as it safeguards six miles of limestone cliff-face, rock-strewn
slopes, woodland and open fields, the park provides a marvelous panorama of the Hudson-Mohawk Valleys
and the Adirondack and Green Mountains. The park has volleyball courts, playgrounds, ball fields and
numerous picnic areas with nine reservable shelters. Interpretive programs are offered year-round, including
guided tours of the famous Indian Ladder Trail. There are over 25 additional miles of trails for hiking, mountain
biking, winter cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and snowmobiling.
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The Visitor Center located at Thacher State Park has geological and historical exhibits showcasing the
Helderberg Escarpment and its' importance in the region. The visitor center has activities for children and
adults alike, along with two rentable spaces. There is a conference room for groups under 25, and the
Helderberg offers stunning views and a premiere space for weddings and larger celebrations or gatherings.

Camping is available at this park at Thompson's Lake Campground, which features 140 campsites with
options of private wooded sites and open, adjacent sites. Sites can accommodate tents or RVs and are all close
to restrooms and shower facilities.

Survey Techniques: The Terrestrial Invasive Species Team surveyed using a trailside visual survey along the
Paint Mine trail as this is a highly probable area within the park that has not been surveyed or received
treatment from the Capital Region PRISM staff previously. Any invasive species detected along the trail were
documented in iMaplnvasives using Field Maps and then removed via manual methods.

Site Significance: Thacher State Park is a high priority site for the Capital Region PRISM. This site scores
significantly not only on the comprehensive score but additionally on the ecological score. The property is
in the vicinity of bats listed as endangered or threatened, plants listed as endangered, threatened or rare
and rare mosses (not listed by NYS). There are significant natural communities of maple-basswood rich
mesic forest (high quality occurrence of uncommon community type) and calcareous cliff community
(high quality occurrence of uncommon community type).

Figures 1 & 2: Above are screenshots from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper that shows the
comprehensive score (left) and the ecological score (right). The darker the color, the more significant the area.
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Figure 3: Above is a screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The screenshot

shows significant natural communities (pink) and the vicinity of rare, threatened or endangered species

(orange).
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Comprehensive List of All Invasive Species Detected:
Area For Highly
Probable Al
Common Name & | Tier Threat | Growth | Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested Arro e : Tf e aza;
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking Form Life stage Cover (%) Abundance | (acres/miles (acres/miles
if linear) if linear)
Common
Buckthorn .
(Rhamnus 4 VH Tree Vegetative 10% Sparse 1.88 acres 1.88 acres
cathartica)
Glossy
buckthorn 4 H Tree Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 0.02 acres
(Frangula alnus)
Norway Maple
(Acer 4 VH Tree Vegetative <5% Trace 1.88 acres 1.88 acres
platanoides)
Black locust
(Robinia 4 VH Tree Vegetative <5% Trace 1.88 acres 1.88 acres
pseudoacacia)
Morrows
H kl
(()Lnoer:/isclcjecra € 4 VH Shrub Fruit <5% Trace 1.88 acres 1.88 acres
morrowii)
Oriental
Bittersweet . .
(Celastrus 4 VH Vine Vegetative 13% Sparce 1.88 acres 1.88 acres
orbiculatus)
Multiflora rose Dense
(Rosa 4 VH Shrub Flowering <5% plant/ 1.9 acres 1.9 acres
multiflora) clumps
Dames Rocket Not Herbac
(Hesperis 4 Assess cous Flowering <5% Sparse 1.88 acres 1.88 acres
matronalis) ed
Total for all species 1.9 acres 1.9 acres

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above.
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Native Species & Other Non-native species on site:
Distribution
Common Name Scientific Name Phenology Growth /
Form
Abundance
Common blue aster Symphyotrichum cordifolium Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Black berries Rubus spp. Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Jewel weed Impatiens capensis Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Meadow rue Thalictrum rochebrunianum Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Jack in the pulpit Arisaema triphyllum Flower Herbaceous Sparse
Golden rod Solidago spp. Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Bloodroot Sanguinaria canadensis Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Orchard grass Dactylis glomerata seed Herbaceous Sparse
Purple raspberry Rubus odoratus flower Herbaceous Sparse
Blue cohosh Caulophyllum thalictroides Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis seed Herbaceous Sparse
Canadian wild ginger Asarum canadense Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Herb Robert Geranium robertianum Flower Herbaceous Sparse
Buttercup Ranunculus spp. Flower Herbaceous Sparse
Virginia creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia Vegetative Vine Sparse
Dogbane Apocynum cannabinum Vegetative Shrub Sparse
Wild grape Vitis spp. seed Vine Sparse
Common Milkweed Asclepias syriaca Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Common valerian Valeriana officinalis flower Herbaceous Sparse
Bush honeysuckle Diervilla lonicera flower Shrub Sparse
Swamp milkweed Asclepias incarnata Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Common cinquefoil Potentilla simplex flower Herbaceous Sparse
Witch hazel Hamamelis virginiana Vegetative Tree Sparse
Christmas fern Polystichum acrostichoides Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
Virginia waterleaf Hydrophyllum virginianum Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
False Solomons seal Maianthemum racemosum Vegetative Herbaceous Sparse
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Figure 4: Above is a screenshot from ArcGIS Online of the searched area (purple), presence (green) and
treatment area (red).
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John Boyd Thacher State Park

830 Thacher Park Road, Voorhesville, NY 12186
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: For a future survey of this site, it is recommended to split the team up into 2 teams to cover
more ground. There are miles of trails and there seems to be Common buckthorn along much of it.

Response: Monitoring should continue along trails with highly probable areas of invasives as well as further
documentation of invasive species populations in these areas.

Post-Survey Monitoring: The Terrestrial Crew should continue to survey trails within the park to determine
future management actions. Continued communication with OPRHP for updates on common buckthorn
treatments could be used to influence future management along these trails and determine future targets for
surveying and management.
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