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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Ushers Rd State Forest 
 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 6/25/2025, 7/22-23/25 County: Saratoga 

 
Site Name: Ushers Road State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different): 166 Ushers Rd, Round Lake, NY, 
12151 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
[06/25/2025]-1 Hour, 5 People 
[07/22/2025] - 6 hours, 2 people 
[07/23/2025]- 3 hours, 1 person 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.912427°N, -73.772273°W 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
NYS DEC - Rob Ripp, TRP Contact, 
robert.ripp@dec.ny.gov, (518)-897-1291 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 118 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres):  
[06/25/2025] - 0.78 acres 
[07/22/2025] - 4.9 acres 
[07/23/2025] - 0.046 acres 

Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): 
Mckensey Biggie -Lead Invasive Species Technician  
Cass Klingaman, Kyle Pasanen, Riley Willard- Invasive 
Species Technicians 

Report Author: Cass Klingaman Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID:  
[06/25/2025]-Riley Willard 29191 
[07/22/2025]-McKensey Biggie 29191 
[07/23/2025]- Cass Klingaman 29191 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☒ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☐ Detection  ☐  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☒ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The 118-acre Ushers Road State Forest is conveniently located in the Clifton Park/Halfmoon 
area and features two multi-use trails. The site is in Saratoga County and contains a multitude of invasive 
species within its boundaries. There is an information kiosk at the trailhead. In the area surrounding this stand 
there were populations of oriental bittersweet, multiflora rose, common buckthorn, and others. Ushers Road 
State Forest’s position directly along Ushers Road and its proximity to private homes increases the potential 
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for invasives to spread in and out of the forest. Trails in this forest can provide recreation for the local 
community as well as a green space. This forest should continue to be monitored to ensure its health and 
prevent the spread of invasive species through the forest to other areas. 
 Featured activities on the property include hiking, primitive camping, hunting, trapping, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing and watchable wildlife. There are two marked trails within Ushers Road State Forest open 
to non-motorized recreation. Ushers Road Trail is about 1.5 miles long and loops back around to the trailhead 
located near the parking area. Spur Trail is much shorter and connects to the Zim Smith Trail which leads off of 
the property. 

DEC has developed a Saratoga Warren Draft Unit Management Plan (PDF) which describes the proposed 
management activities for these lands. In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains detailed 
information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history, habitats, 
wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please email 
r5.ump@dec.ny.gov. 
 
Survey Techniques:  

[06/25/2025]: Surveys were conducted visually, with terrestrial invasive species technicians walking 
along the trails and removing any identified invasive species. Removal through hand pulling and grubbing was 
performed; pulled species were left to dry hanging on trees within the forest to prevent re-rooting.  

[07/22/2025]: Technicians travelled the length of the park’s trails, mapping invasive populations, and 
treating the relevant species. Removed biomass was hung from trees to dry and prevent re-rooting. Technicians 
also monitored trees for the presence of forest pests including hemlock woolly adelgid. Technicians followed the 
loop around the forest mapping invasive stands for future treatments of the site.  

[07/23/2025]: Technician followed trails within forest while mapping and treating present invasives. A 
stand of Japanese Barberry and Japanese Knotweed was found along the left trail from the parking lot. The 
barberry was treated and piled on site; the knotweed was mapped but was left untreated.  

 
Site Significance: Ushers Rd State Forest was selected for management this year due to the lack of 
invasive species within the forest itself. The trails leading into the forest had moderately dense 
infestations of invasive species. The overall health of the forest stand is not great as the forest is infested 
with hemlock woolly adelgid, elongate hemlock scale and beech leaf disease. However, the terrestrial 
invasive species were manageable and therefore was determined to be a site for the team this year for 
initial management. As seen below, the property is also in the vicinity of animals listed as endangered or 
threatened so the actions taken on the property also are protecting this conservation value. 
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Figures 1 & 2: The screenshots above are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the 
left, is the comprehensive score of the property and on the right is the ecological significance of the site. The 
darker shades of the maps show the most significant areas. 

Figure 3: The screenshot above is taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The state forest 
is delineated with the cross-hatched markings. The range of rare, threatened or endangered species is 
outlined in orange. This specific site is in the vicinity of animals listed as endangered or threatened and rare 
animals not listed by NYS (1980’s record). 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Present: 
 

Common Name 
& Scientific 

Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover 

(%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 
(acres/
miles if 
linear) 

For Highly 
Probable 

Areas 
Area Treated 
(acres/miles 

if linear) 
Oriental 

Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Vine Fruiting 20% Sparse 5.68 
acres 5.68 acres 

Multiflora Rose 
(Rosa Multiflora) 4 VH Shrub Vegetative 5% Sparse 2.08 

acres 2.08 acres 

Common 
Buckthorn 
(Rhamnus 
cathartica) 

4 VH Tree Vegetative 5% Trace 3.38 
acres 3.38 acres 

Burning Bush 
(Euonymus 

alatus) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.78 

acres 0.78 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Flowering 25% Sparse 4.58 
acres 4.58 acres 

Garlic Mustard 
(Alliaria 

petiolata) 
4 VH Herb Vegetative 5-25% Sparse 0.78 

acres 0.78 acres 

Japanese 
Barberry 
(Berberis 

thunbergii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative 5% Sparse 1.83 
acres 1.83 acres 

Hemlock Woolly 
Aldegid (Adelges 

tsugae) 
4 H Insect Dormant 40% Dense 0.2 

acres 0 acres 

Elongate 
Hemlock Scale 

(Fiorinia externa) 
4 M Insect Feeding 5% Sparse 0.06 

acres 0 acres 

Beech Leaf 
Disease 

(Litylenchus 
crenatae 
mccannii) 

3 NA Animal Feeding 75% Dense 20.36 
acres 0 acres 
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 Elm zigzag sawfly 

(Aproceros 
leucopoda) 

M NA Insect Feeding 5% Trace 0.02 
acres 0 acres 

Jumping worms 
(Amynthas- 

Metaphire spp.) 
4 M Animal Not 

detected 
Not 

detected Not detected 
Not 

detecte
d 

Not detected 

Spongy moth 
(Lymantria 

dispar) 
4 H Insect Not 

detected 
Not 

detected Not detected 
Not 

detecte
d 

Not detected 

Mile-a-minute 
(Persicaria 
perfoliata) 

2 VH Herbace
ous vine 

Not 
detected 

Not 
detected Not detected 

Not 
detecte

d 
Not detected 

Amur corktree 
(Phellodendron 

amurense) 
2 H Tree Not 

detected 
Not 

detected Not detected 
Not 

detecte
d 

Not detected 

Golden Oyster 
Mushroom 
(Pleurotus 

citrinopileatus) 

Untie
red NA Mushro

om 
Not 

detected 
Not 

detected Not detected 
Not 

detecte
d 

Not detected 

Total for all species 39.73 
acres 19.11 acres 
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Native Species Present: 
 

 
 
 

Scientific Name Common Name Growth Form Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Acer pensylvanicum Striped Maple Tree Vegetative 
Sambucus nigra American Elderberry Shrub Vegetative 

Actaea pachypoda White Baneberry Herbaceous Vegetative 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash Tree Vegetative 

Trillium erectum Red Trillium Herbaceous Vegetative 
Prunus serotina Black Cherry Tree Vegetative 

Maianthemum canadense Canada Mayflower Herbaceous Vegetative 
Fagus grandifolia American Beech Tree Vegetative 

Lysimachia borealis Starflower Herbaceous Vegetative 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia Creeper Vine Vegetative 

Podophyllum peltatum Mayapple Herbaceous Vegetative 
Hamamelidaceae spp. Witch Hazel Tree Vegetative 

Maianthemum racemosum False Solomons Seal Herbaceous Vegetative 
Polygonatum biflorum Solomons Seal Herbaceous Vegetative 

Osmundastrum cinnamomeum Cinnamon Fern Ground Cover Vegetative 
Medeola virginiana Cucumber Root Herbaceous Vegetative 

Viburnum lantanoides Hobblebush Shrub Vegetative 
Claytosmunda claytoniana Interrupted Fern Ground Cover Vegetative 

Aralia nudicaulis Wild Sarsaparilla Shrub Vegetative 
Clintonia borealis Bluebead Lilly Ground Cover Vegetative 

Lycopodiopsida spp. Clubmoss Moss Vegetative 
Pinus strobus White pine Tree Vegetative 
Quercus rubra Northern Red Oak Tree Vegetative 

Vaccinium pallidum Early Lowbush Blueberry Shrub In Fruit 
Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush Blueberry Shrub In Fruit 

Cornus alternifolia Alternate Leaved 
Dogwood Tree In Fruit 

Vaccinium stamineum Deerberry Ground cover Vegetative 
Toxicodendron radicans Poison Ivy Herbaceous Vegetative 
Viburnum acerifolium Maple Leaf Viburnum Shrub Vegetative 
Symplocarpus foetidus Skunk Cabbage Ground Cover Vegetative 
Osmunda spectabilis American Royal Fern Ground Cover Vegetative 
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Fern Ground Cover Vegetative 

Viola eriocarpa Smooth Yellow Violet Herbaceous Vegetative 

Nabalus altissimus Tall Rattlesnake Root 
 Herbaceous Vegetative 

Erythronium americanum Yellow Trout Lily Herbaceous In seed 

Ostrya virginiana American Hophornbeam Tree Fruit/In 
Seed 
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Maps: 
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Figure 4: A map of the searched area (purple), presence polygons (green), and 
treated areas (red) of the site. 

Figure 5: The state forest is delineated in light pink. The map shows confirmed 
presence points (green), unconfirmed presence points (dark pink) and non-

detection points of various forest pests.  
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Photos: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 9: Before and After images of treatment of Japanese Barberry.  
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

 

Additional Notes: The presence of invasives is most prevalent in and around the parking lot. Other areas should 
be monitored to quickly identify any new introductions within the forest.  
 
Response: Future responses and monitoring should focus on the most highly probable areas of invasive species 
spread, including the parking lot and the boundaries. The presence of invasives is much denser toward the 
parking lot and management of this and other highly probable areas will reduce the spread of invasives further 
into the forest and ease monitoring efforts.  
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: Returns to Usher Road State Forest should occur at least once per field season. These 
returns should include monitoring along trails for the presence of invasives and recording data of their 
distributions. In addition, physical treatment of these invasives should be executed during these returns.  
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