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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Vosburgh Swamp WMA 

 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Survey Conducted: 09/26/25 County: Greene 

 
Site Name: Vosburgh Swamp WMA Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC 

Temporary Revocable Permit 
Address (if different):  
131-275 4 Mile Point Rd, Coxsackie, NY 12051 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:  
One staff member, 2 hours on site 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.30770462, -73.78475437 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Mike Clark, Region 4 WMA TRP Contact, 
michael.clark@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2355 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 290 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator, 
ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 37.5 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): NA 

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: 
Sam Schultz- 9924 

# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site): 
NA 

 
 

Conservation Goal: 
☒ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☐ Local Eradication  ☐ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 

Survey Type: 
☒ Detection  ☒  Delineation    ☐ Follow-up Monitoring ☐ Detection Training ☐ eDNA 
 ☐ Highly Probable Areas    ☐ Volunteer Engagement  ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project 

 

Site Description: The primary purposes of Vosburgh Swamp Wildlife Management Area (WMA) are for wildlife 
management, wildlife habitat management, and wildlife-dependent recreation. This WMA consists of 290 
acres of forested uplands, tidal forested wetlands, tidal marsh, and small areas of freshwater wetlands. The 
WMA was acquired from Scenic Hudson in 2012 and 2015. 

This property is an important feature of the Hudson River Estuary. The various upland and wetland 
habitat types found on the WMA support a great variety of fish, wildlife, and plant species. There are several 
unique ecological communities to explore and a great variety of wildlife species to view. Vosburgh Swamp was 
formerly directly tidal, but due to human development spanning back over 100 years, it is now tidally 
influenced and is very shallow. Because it is so shallow, fishing opportunities are limited to carp. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:michael.clark@dec.ny.gov
mailto:ss986@cornell.edu
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DEC does not own all of Vosburgh Swamp itself. Currently, DEC ownership includes the north end and the 
eastern half of the lower portion of the swamp. Adjoining private landowners also have access to the swamp 
from their properties. Featured activities on the property include hunting, trapping, freshwater fishing, and 
watchable wildlife.  

Like most of the state's Wildlife Management Areas, Vosburgh Swamp WMA is managed by DEC's 
Division of Fish and Wildlife for wildlife conservation and wildlife-associated recreation (hunting, trapping, 
wildlife viewing, and photography). Funding to maintain and manage this site is provided by the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration or "Pittman-Robertson" Act, which is acquired through excise taxes on sporting arms, 
ammunition, and archery equipment. 

Vosburgh Swamp WMA is managed to provide habitat for resident, migrating, and wintering wildlife 
and to provide wildlife-related public benefits. A limited amount of mowing occurs to maintain trails. In 
addition, apple trees have been identified and are gradually being "released" from competing trees to enhance 
their value for wildlife. Nest boxes have also been established to enhance waterfowl production. Efforts are 
ongoing to remove the non-native, invasive water chestnut from Vosburgh Swamp to improve waterfowl 
habitat. Primary management objectives are to provide habitat for breeding and migrating waterfowl, to 
provide waterfowl hunting opportunities, and to provide for a variety of wildlife-related recreational 
opportunities such as wildlife viewing, hunting, and trapping. 

View the Habitat Management Plan for Vosburgh Swamp Wildlife Management Area (PDF), approved 
in January 2018, which identifies the WMA-specific target species and habitat goals for the WMA. 
 
Survey Techniques: Trailside surveying was conducted to delineate invasive species on the property as well as 
identify any native species that are on the property. 
 
Site Significance: This site is a Priority Conservation Area for the Capital Region PRISM due to its high 
comprehensive score and high ecological significance. The property also has some rare, threatened or 
endangered species in the vicinity (animals, plants, Atlantic Sturgeon, Shortnose Sturgeon, rare 
dragonflies and damselflies- not listed by NYS and rare mosses (1980’s record- not listed by NYS). This 
property also is in the vicinity of Significant Anadromous Fish Concentration Area. In addition, the Hudson 
River which is nearby is listed as mussel screening stream and an estuary making it on the waterbody 
inventory and priority waterbodies list. 

The property also has a number of significant natural communities nearby and closely overlapping 
with freshwater subtidal aquatic beds (Uncommon Community Type) in the Hudson River. The Hudson 
River is also classified as a tidal river (high quality occurrence of uncommon community type). The most 
southern portion of the parcel has freshwater tidal swamp, freshwater tidal marsh and freshwater 
intertidal mudflats (all high-quality occurrence of a rare community type).  

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
https://dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/yfivosburghhmp.pdf
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Figures 1 & 2: Screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. 
On the left is the comprehensive score, on the right is the ecological significance. The 
darker the color, the more significant the area. 

Figures 3 & 4: Screenshots taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. 
On the left is the comprehensive score, on the right is the ecological significance. The 
darker the color, the more significant the area. 
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary 

 

Invasive Species Present: 

Common Name & 
Scientific Name 

Tier 
Rank 

Threat 
Ranking 

Growth 
Form 

Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Area 
Infested 

(acres/miles 
if linear) 

Wineberry 
(Rubus 

phoenicolasius) 
3 VH Shrub Vegetative <5% Trace 0.02 acres 

Oriental 
Bittersweet 
(Celastrus 

orbiculatus) 

4 VH Woody 
Vine Vegetative 26-50% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Privet 
(Ligustrum sp.) 4 NA Shrub Vegetative 51-75% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Multiflora Rose 
(Rosa 

multiflora) 
4 VH Shrub Vegetative 26-50% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Japanese 
stiltgrass 

(Microstegium 
vimineum) 

4 VH Annual 
Grass In Seed 25% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Morrows 
Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera 
morrowii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative 51-75% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Japanese 
Barberry 
(Berberis 

thunbergii) 

4 VH Shrub Vegetative 26-50% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Common 
Buckthorn 
(Rhamnus 
cathartica) 

4 VH Shrub/ 
Tree Vegetative 5-25% 

Sparse 
(Scattered 

plants/ 
clumps) 

31.56 acres 

Mugwort 
(Artemisia 
vulgaris) 

4 H Forb Vegetative <5% 
Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Swallowwort 
(Vincetoxicum 

spp.) 
4 VH Forb In Seed 5-25% 

Dense 
plants/ 
clumps 

31.56 acres 

Total for all species 31.58 acres 
*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above. 
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Native Species Present: 

Common Name Scientific Name Growth Form Phenology/ 
Life stage 

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata Tree Vegetative 
Ash Fraxinus sp. Tree Vegetative 

American Elm Ulmus americana Tree Vegetative 
American 

Hophornbeam/Ironwood Ostrya virginiana Tree Vegetative 

Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra Tree Vegetative 
Eastern Hemlock Tsuga canadensis Tree Vegetative 

Chestnut Oak Quercus prinus Tree Vegetative 
White Oak Quercus alba Tree Vegetative 

Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana Tree Vegetative 
Maple-leaved Viburnum Viburnum acerifolium Shrub Vegetative 

Brambles Rubus sp. Shrub Vegetative 
Common Milkweed Asclepias syriaca Herb Seeds 

Blue-stemmed Goldenrod Solidago caesia Herb Flowering 
Calico Aster Symphyotrichum lateriflorum Herb Flowering 

White Snakeroot Ageratina altissima Herb Flowering 
Cutleaf Goldenrod Solidago arguta Herb Flowering 

Rough-leaved/Broadleaf 
Goldenrod Solidago patula Herb Flowering 

Brown-eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba Herb Flowering 
Poison Ivy Toxicodendron radicans Woody Vine Vegetative 
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 Map:  
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 
 

This section provides recommendations of any response methods, monitoring methods, and restoration efforts 
based on the survey. 
 
Additional Notes: This site is heavily invaded, it may have rare species and significant natural habitat nearby but 
any benefit this location could potentially could provide to the wildlife that inhabit this area is diminished by the 
dense invasives present on the property. Heavy duty management would need to occur for this site to be feasible 
for the Capital Region PRISM team to effectively manage. 
 
Response: This site is not a high priority site for the Capital Region PRISM since it is highly invaded by invasives. 
The understory is densely filled with invasive shrubs. Therefore, at this time no response by the Capital Region 
PRISM is recommended. 
 
Post-Survey Monitoring: This site should be monitored every 3-5 years for high threat invasive species 
introductions of Tier 1 and Tier 2 invasive species, otherwise this is not a high priority for post-survey monitoring. 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/

