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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Terrestrial Response Report- Woodlawn Preserve 
 
Section 1: Response Project Summary 
 

General Information 
Date Response Action Conducted: 06/13/2025 County: Schenectady 

Site Name: Woodlawn Preserve Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, Partner on site 
with PRISM. Work requested by partner. 

Address (if different):   
1 Gifford Rd, Schenectady, NY 12304 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of Staff on Site:  
2 hours, 5 PRISM staff and 1 volunteer 

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude:  
42.767673, -73.910408 

Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:  
Steve Young, Volunteer, Friends of Woodlawn Preserve, 
botanyvisible@gmail.com 

Total Parcel Size (acres): 135 acres Project Leader Name, Title, and Contact:  
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
ss986@cornell.edu  

Worksite Size (acres): 0.35 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s):  
Lead Invasive Species Technician- Mckensey Biggie 
Invasive Species Technicians- Cass Klingaman, Riley 
Willard, Kyle Pasanen 

Report Author: Kyle Pasanen Data Recorder & iMapInvasives ID: Kyle Pasanen 29191 

# of Volunteers (if any): 1 volunteer # of Total Volunteer Hours on Site (# of volunteers x Time 
spent on site) 2 hours 

 

Conservation Goal: 
☐ Delineate & assess a conservation value  ☐ To prevent and protect a conservation value  
☒ Local Eradication  ☒ Post-Treatment Monitoring  ☐ Containment    
☐  Suppression  ☐ Exclusion    ☐ Restoration 

 
Response Type: 
☐ Initial Response ☒ Post-treatment Monitoring ☐ Crew Assistance Program Project   
☐ Research Action ☐ Restoration   ☐ Volunteer Engagement 

 
Disposal method(s): Biomass was bagged, removed from site, and put in a dumpster. 
 
Project Significance:  
The Woodlawn Preserve is a patch of the Albany Pine Bush in the Woodlawn neighborhood of the city of 
Schenectady, New York. It is the only remaining example of this rare ecosystem in that area, a combination of 
swamp, wetlands, water bodies, and dune vegetation, and one of the most biologically diverse parcels in 
Schenectady County. 

Conducting the yellow iris removals at Woodlawn Preserve is a high priority project. This is shown 
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below in the images of nearby significant natural communities and high ecological significance scores. 
Additionally, the low abundance of yellow iris at this site makes it a manageable remediation site. 

 
 
 

Figures 1& 2: The images above are screenshots from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the left 
is the comprehensive score and on the right is the ecological significance score. The darker the color on either 

map shows a higher significance of that area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3: The screenshot above is taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The pink is 

significant natural communities, orange is in the vicinity of rare, threatened or endangered species showing this 
parcel is significant. This specific parcel is in the vicinity of plants listed as endangered, threatened or rare. It 

has pitch pine-oak forest (high quality occurrence of rare community type).  
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 Section 2: Response Results Summary 

 

Is this the first year of treatment? If not, consider creating an invasive species management plan for your 
project.  No, this site has been treated on and off since 2019. Treated in 2019, 2021, 2023 and now 2025. 
 
Is follow-up needed? What time of year and how often during the season? Follow-up recommended once 
each year in June until infestation is eradicated  
 
Number of stems/bags removed (if applicable): ~8 bags removed 
 
 

Species 
Common & 

Scientific 
Name 

Tier 
Ranking 

Threat 
Ranking 

Response 
Method 

Percent 
Cover (%) 

Distribution/ 
Abundance 

Size of 
Infestation 

(Acres/ Miles 
if linear) 

Area Treated 
(Acres/ Miles 

if linear) 

Yellow Iris 
Iris 

pseudacorus 
4 High Manual -

Dig <5% Sparse 0.04 acres 0.04 acres 

 
 
 

Map: 
 

 

Figure 4. Searched areas, presence, and treatments for Yellow Iris at Woodlawn Preserve. As seen above, there 
are 3 separate patches of yellow iris surrounding the pond in Woodlawn Preserve. 
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Figure 5. Trail Map of Woodlawn Preserve taken from All Trails 
 
Photos:  
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 Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 

Additional Notes: 
Woodlawn Preserve has three sites with minimal Yellow Iris, including plants in muddy riparian zones 

and up to ten feet in the water. Waders and muck boots are recommended for this site, some of these individuals 
are in deep water that can be up to knee deep. 
 
Treatment:  

Yellow iris plants should be removed using root slayers/shovels. As much of the root should be removed 
as possible to weaken the plants. The soil is very difficult to work with in the muddy pond so be aggressive. 
Continue to bag plants following removal. 
 
Post-Treatment Monitoring: Yearly monitoring and response by Capital Region PRISM with assistance from 
Friends of Woodlawn Preserve until eradication of Yellow Iris at this site. This is a high priority project for the 
Capital Region PRISM. 
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