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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Yatesville Falls State Forest

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 10/8/25 County: Montgomery

Site Name: Yatesville Falls State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC
Temporary Revocable Permit

Address (if different): Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:

NY State Preserve Rd, Sprakers, NY 12166 1 staff member, 4 hours on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:

42.86758207, -74.45026538 Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP Contact,
william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450

Total Parcel Size (acres): 712 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:

Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator,
ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 57.77 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): NA
Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID: Sam Schultz- 9924
# of Volunteers (if applicable): NA Total Volunteer Hours (# of Volunteers x Hours on site):
NA

Conservation Goal:

Delineate & assess a conservation value [ To prevent and protect a conservation value

1 Local Eradication 1 Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment

1 Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:

Detection Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training [ eDNA
(1 Highly Probable Areas 1 Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The 712-acre Yatesville Falls State Forest was purchased by the State in the 1930s for timber
production, recreational use, watershed production and wildlife habitat. One of the main features, Yatesville

(Buttermilk) Falls, can be seen near the western end of the unnamed road in Yatesville Falls State Forest. The
property largely consists of Norway and Red Spruce plantation, beech-maple mesic forest with a mix of
wetland complexes along the roadside and hemlock-hardwood stands along the edges of the edges of the
creek. Featured activities on the property include hunting, trapping, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, primitive camping, hiking and watchable wildlife.

State forests are managed to provide recreational opportunities and timber crops, while protecting
wildlife habitat, water quality and aesthetics. The hardwoods in this area were not planted but reseeded
naturally. Thinning the forest periodically through the sale of pulpwood and timber gives the remaining trees
more space to grow. This keeps the forest healthy, while providing openings for seedlings. New trees provide
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food for wildlife and are a source of future forest crops.
DEC manages these lands in accordance with the management activities described in the Charleston
Unit Management Plan (UMP). In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains detailed information

on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history, habitats, wildlife, fisheries
and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please email r4.ump@dec.ny.gov.

Survey Techniques: The focus of this survey was highly probable area searches along the main access road into
the state forest and the main attraction of the state forest, Yatesville Falls. As time permitted, other areas of
access were surveyed to collect as much data as possible on invasive species distribution throughout the state
forest. Late in the survey, a snowmobile trail was discovered along Currytown Rd that was not on the state forest
map, unfortunately not all of the trail could be surveyed due to time constraints.

Site Significance: This site was selected as part of the PRISM’s effort to collect data in areas with
previously little to no invasive species distribution data. As seen below, the site does not score highly on
the comprehensive or ecological score. However, there are endangered or threatened species in the
vicinity of the state forest as shown in Figure 3. Contact the Region 4 NYS DEC regional office for more
information.

Figures 1& 2: Screenshots taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization Mapper. On the left, is
the comprehensive score, on the right is the ecological score. The darker the color in either map
shows a more highly significant area. As seen above, this state forest does not score highly for
the comprehensive or ecological scores.
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Figure 3: Screenshot taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper. The
state forest is outlined with diagonal stripes. Rare, threatened and endangered

species are highlighted in orange. This particular state forest is in the vicinity of
animals and bats listed as endangered or threatened.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary

Invasive Species Present:

Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County

50 West High St.
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Common Name & Tier Threat C:)orxt/h Phenology/ Pg:‘:::t Distribution/ I?;i:els;f;si:::
Scientific Name Rank | Ranking . Life stage Abundance s
Lifecycle (%) if linear)
Beech leaf disease
(Litylenchus crenatae 3 NA Animal Feeding NA NA 0.04 acres
mccannii)
Morroyv ° Honeysuc.l.de 4 VH Perennial Vegetative 40% Sparse 35.08 acres
(Lonicera morrowii) Shrub
Multiflora Rose Perennial | Vegetative/
4 VH 519 D 18.28
(Rosa multiflora) Shrub Fruiting % ense acres
Common Buckthorn Tree/
4 VH Vegetati 209 S 25.89
(Rhamnus cathartica) Shrub cgetative % parse acres
Glossy Buckthorn Tree/ .
4 H Fruit 459 D 17.52
(Frangula alnus) Shrub rutting % ense acres
Oriental Bittersweet Woody | Vegetative/
4 VH 209 S 12.43
(Celastrus orbiculatus) Vine Fruiting % parse acres
Bla;tgzsgztcgi?:)mm 4 VH Tree Vegetative 15% Sparse 15.85 acres
Brown Knapweed Perennial
. 4 M Seeds 20% Dense 14.21 acres
(Centaurea jacea) Forb
. . Perennial
Coltsf;)c;);cfgr'tsﬂlago Urr;t(;e M Ground Vegetative 25% Dense 2 acres
Cover
Common Reed Perennial
4 VH Vegetati 209 S 0.51
(Phragmites australis) Grass cgetative % parse acres
Goutweed Perennial
(Aegopodium 4 M Ground Vegetative 80% Dense 0.027 acres
podagraria) cover
C.an.ada Thistle 4 H Perennial Vegetative 70% Dense 0.85 acres
(Cirsium arvense) Forb
Japanese Stiltgrass .
A | Vegetat
(Microstegium 4 VH (? rr:;z ( iii :e;\:je) 75% Dense 0.04 acres
vimineum) P
Wild P i
I. arsmP 4 M Biennial Dormant 5% Sparse 0.02 acres
(Pastinaca sativa)
Reed Canarygrass Perennial .
. . 4 H Vegetative 40% Dense 0.04 acres
(Phalaris arundinacea) Grass
Autumn Olive Perennial
4 VH Vegetati 59 T 0.06
(Elaeagnus umbellata) shrub cgetative % race acres
Purple Loose.stnfe 4 VH Perennial Seeds <5% Trace 0.02 acres
(Lythrum salicaria) Forb

Total For All Species

142.87 acres

*If a specific species is surveyed for and not detected please state that clearly in the table above.
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Native/Other Non-native Species Present:

Trees:
e Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis)
e American Beech (Fagus grandifolia)
e Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina)
e Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata)
e Norway Spruce (Picea abies) -Non-Native
e Black Ash (Fraxinus nigra)- seedlings
e American elm (Ulmus americana)
e Basswood (Tilia americana)
e Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)
e Witch hazel (Hamamelis virginiana)
e Black cherry (Prunus serotina)
e Box elder (Acer negundo)
e Green/White Ash (Fraxinus spp.)- dead
e Northern red oak (Quercus rubra)

e American Hophornbeam/Ironwood (Ostrya

virginiana)
Shrubs:
e American Black Elderberry (Sambucus
canadensis)

e Common Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)

o Willow spp. (Salix spp.)

e Mountain maple (Acer spicatum)

e Maple-leaved Viburnum (Viburnum
acerifolium)

e Gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa)

e Flowering Raspberry (Rubus odoratus)

e Brambles (Rubus spp.)

e Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis)

e Marginal wood Fern (Dryopteris marginalis)
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Vines:

Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County
50 West High St.
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Virginia Virgin's Bower (Clematis virginiana)
Common moonseed (Menispermum
canadense)

Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans)

Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)
Wild grape (Vitis sp.)

Plantain leaf Sedge

New England aster (Symphyotrichum novae-
angliae)

Rough-stemmed/Wrinkle-leaved Goldenrod
(Solidago patula)

Blue-stemmed Goldenrod (Solidago caesia)
Tall meadowrue (Thalictrum pubescens)
Dogbane (Apocynum cannabinum)
American jump seed (Persicaria virginiana)
Tall thimbleweed (Anemone virginiana)
Pointed leaf tick trefoil (Hylodesmum
glutinosum)

Agrimony (Agrimonia spp.)

Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis)

Joe-Pye weed (Eutrochium spp.)

Calico Aster (Symphyotrichum lateriflorum)
Whitewood aster (Eurybia divaricata)
Common Blue wood aster (Symphyotrichum
cordifolium)

Boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum)

Cattails (Typha spp.)

Canadian clearweed (Pilea pumila)

Chicory (Cichorium intybus)- non-native
Lesser Burdock (Arctium minus)- non-native
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Figures 4 & 5: Screenshots taken from
Field Maps (iMMA). Searched areas are
depicted in purple and presence of
invasive species are depicted in green.
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Figures 4 & 5: Screenshot taken from
iMaplnvasives Desktop. Unconfirmed
present species are in pink and non-

detected species are in pale yellow.
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

This section provides recommendations of any response methods, monitoring methods, and restoration efforts
based on the survey.

Additional Notes: There are various locations in this state forest in which there is evidence of old logging roads
that have not been used in 10-15 years. There are also a few social trails throughout the forest. There is cell
service throughout the property.

Response: At this time, there is no recommendation for response on the property. Continue to re-evaluate new
detections on the property to determine if management should be proposed.

Post-Survey Monitoring: Monitoring should continue on the property on a semi-regular basis. This is not a very
high priority site for the Capital Region PRISM due to the low comprehensive and ecological scores. However,
there is the snowmobile trail that was found on Currytown Rd that could use a more extensive survey to collect
data on that side of the property. There are also a number of small hemlock stands throughout the property
surrounding the creek and smaller tributaries that should be surveyed in the future.
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