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 Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

Detect & Monitor Report: Forest Pests 
Winter 2025 

 

Purpose 
 

The Capital Region PRISM Detect & Monitor Report will provide an overview and help guide invasive species 
treatments, baseline site composition, post-monitoring, and restoration at a specific site over time. Please 
capture and collect data using iMapInvasives. The online software platform and associated mobile application 
are free and open sourced. This   form  can be found online on the PRISM’s Reports & Products page or with a 
request. PRISM staff are available for consultations or to review reports if desired. Please email the Capital 
Region PRISM staff at capitalregionprism@cornell.edu or call our office at  (518)-885-8995.  
 
Section 1: Survey Summary 
 

The CR-PRISM uses a Framework of Response for invasive species prevention and management. The PRISM 
prioritizes projects that have a high probability of success, greatest return on investment, and the highest impact 
with a limited capacity. The PRISM strategically manages high-threat invasive species with a low number of 
populations through Tier prioritizations. At the local level, the PRISM incorporated strategies to focus on 
protecting conservation targets that are ecologically significant and species that are protected, endangered, or 
of concern. In summary, early detection and management actions are prioritized by species, threat, and/or 
location. PRISM’s work is favored on public lands and waters. The Capital Region identifies most of these areas 
as Priority Conservation Areas and Priority Waterbodies. Secondary sites are considered based on social, cultural, 
or partner priorities at the discretion of the PRISM. 

This section provides an overview of the site (location, parcel size, etc.) , contact information, time on site and 
survey type. To determine the significance of your site, consider utilizing the New York Natural Heritage 
Program (NYNHP) Terrestrial Invasive Species Prioritization Model, the New York Protected Area Database 
(NYPAD) and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Resource Mapper. 
 
Section 2: Survey Result Summary 
 

The survey summary section will contain the tables and maps generated from detection & monitoring efforts. 
The biological surveys will assist the Capital Region PRISM to identify emerging species to be able to more 
effectively manage infestations and the spread of populations. Please fill out the provided table and insert 
screenshots of iMapInvasives maps. 
 
Section 3: Summary of Recommendations 
 

The recommendation section contains post-season summaries and recommendations for future treatments or 
post-survey monitoring. Most sites need to be revisited on a regular basis to document successes/failures, 
identify any changes needed, and update future treatment calendars. 
  
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.capitalregionprism.org/reports-and-products.html
mailto:capitalregionprism@cornell.edu
https://www.capitalregionprism.org/framework-for-response.html
https://www.nynhp.org/invasives/species-tiers-table/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/15438cfb42cd44519811de69218b25f7
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/15438cfb42cd44519811de69218b25f7
https://www.nypad.org/
https://www.nypad.org/
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/animals-fish-plants/biodiversity-species-conservation/biodiversity-mapping/environmental-resource-mapper
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 Section 1: Survey Summary 

 

***Multiple Surveys at Multiple Locations in this report 
 

Survey Dates: 01/17/2025- 04/09/2025 
 

Survey Leaders: Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator 
 

iMapInvasives ID: Sam Schultz (9924) 
 
 

Point of Contact: Nick Dietschler 
     NYS Hemlock Initiative, Cornell University 
 

Justification: These areas were surveyed based on areas with a lack of surveys, high comprehensive/ecological 
score, or partner requests. The New York Hemlock Initiative has also requested the PRISM to identify areas 
that would be viable for biocontrol release sites. 
 

Locations Surveyed:
Fulton County: 

• Peck Hill State Forest (Willie Wildlife 
Marsh) 

• Rockwood State Forest 
 

Rensselaer County: 
• Grafton Lakes State Park 
• Taconic Ridge State Forest 
• Tibbits State Forest 
• Pittstown State Forest 
• Capital District Wildlife Management Area 
• Cherry Plain State Park 

 

Washington County: 
• The Saddles State Forest 

Saratoga County: 
• Anchor Diamond Park 
• Daniels Rd State Forest 
• Glowegee Creek Preserve (South) 
• Lake Desolation State Forest 
• Lincoln Mountain State Forest 
• Middle Grove State Forest 
• Snake Hill Preserve 
• Ushers Rd State Forest 

 

Schenectady County: 
• Indian Kill Nature Preserve 
• Hemlock Hollow 
• Plotterkill Preserve 

 

Sites in Need of Further Surveying & Delineation: 
• Daniels Rd State Forest 
• Capital District Wildlife Management Area 
• Lincoln Mountain State Forest 
• Ushers Rd State Forest 

Biocontrol Release Candidates: 
• Alcove Reservoir 
• Albert Family Community Forest 
• Snake Hill Preserve 
• Saratoga National Historical Park 

• Taconic Ridge State Forest 
• Pittstown State Forest 
• Tibbits State Forest

 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Mortality Check Sites: 
• Albany Water Department Property 
• Albert Family Community Forest 
• Anchor Diamond Park 
• Cherry Plain State Park 
• Indian kill Preserve 
• Pittstown State Forest 

• Plotterkill Preserve 
• Snake Hill Preserve 
• Taconic Ridge State Forest 
• Tibbits State Forest 
• Ushers Rd State Forest 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/


 
 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial 
support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund 

Capital Region PRISM                                                        Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County 
Partnership for Regional                                                             50 West High St.  
Invasive Species Management                                                      Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
capitalregionprism.org                                                                                                          
 
 
 

Survey Techniques: Provide a clear and concise description of the work to be conducted, target species, and any 
survey methods used (i.e. Highly probable area search, rake toss, transect, etc.). 
 

A combination of trailside forest pest surveys and surveying known forest stands that are vulnerable to 
invasive forest pests were used. For trailside surveys, trees every 50 feet as far as 40 feet in each direction 
away from the trail were checked depending on vulnerable tree species stand locations and densities. Some 
areas were surveyed off trail based on maps provided by the ArcGIS Online database or partners. 
 
• Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (Adelges tsugae) 
• Elongate Hemlock Scale (Fiorinia externa) 
• Beech Leaf Disease (Litylenchus crenatae 

mccannii) 
• Southern Pine Beetle (Dendroctonus frontalis) 
• Spongy Moth (Lymantria dispar) 

• Balsam Woolly Adelgid (Adelges piceae) 
• European Lark Canker (Lachnellula willkommii) 
• Red Pine Scale (Matsucoccus matsumarae 

(Kuwana)) 
• Spruce Budworm (Choristoneura fumiferana) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/animals-fish-plants/insects-and-other-species/hemlock-woolly-adelgid
https://extension.psu.edu/elongate-hemlock-scale
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/120589.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/99331.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/83118.html
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsbdev2_043667.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-diseases/european-larch-canker
https://www.fs.usda.gov/foresthealth/docs/fidls/FIDL-10-RedPineScale.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5310330.pdf
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 Section 2: Survey Result Summary  

 
Indian Kill Preserve & Hemlock Hollow – Schenectady County 
 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.872285, -73.907521 
 Acres Surveyed: 77.3 acres 

• Indian Kill Nature Preserve- 55.9 acres 
• Hemlock Hollow- 21.4 acres 

Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 person on site, 4 hours on site 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Invasives present along the stream. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock, red pine/spruce stand 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-hardwood forest, secondary growth 
 

Habitat Quality: Relatively healthy, some invasives present near stream 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Near stream 
(Indian Kill) which is a freshwater wetland 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: >200 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many of the trees have low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 61-80% 
 

Crown Density: 61-80% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, mixed age stand with cones present. 
 

Potential hazards to be aware of: There is a low water stream crossing about halfway through the preserve 
that could be dangerous if the stream is not fully frozen or if there are flood waters. 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Grafton Lakes State Park – Rensselaer County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.78432211, -73.45233024 
Acres Surveyed: 50 acres between SCA, DEC, PRISM & OPRHP 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 4.5 hours on site, 2 PRISM Staff 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? None identified. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock-hardwood, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-hardwood Forest 
 

Habitat Quality: High 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Long Pond 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 200 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 81-100% 
 

Crown Density: 81-100% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: None at the time of this volunteer training, it was a bit icy but not bad. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Middle Grove State Forest – Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.081647, -73.95549 
 Acres Surveyed: 67.4 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 person on site, 4 hours on site 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Deer 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock, beech whips interspersed throughout forest. Yellow 
birch, gray birch, oak, maple, striped maple and old growth white pine 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-Hardwood Forest, secondary growth 
 

Habitat Quality: Relatively healthy 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Near 
stream 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: >200 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 61-80% 
 

Crown Density: 61-80% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Some, not many young seedlings present 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Snowpack was quite deep the day of this survey, so a four-wheel drive 
vehicle and snowshoes made this trip much easier. 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Taconic Ridge State Forest – Rensselaer County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.809585,-73.288713 
Acres Surveyed: 61.3 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 3 hours, 1 staff member 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? 
Elongate hemlock scale, honeysuckle, barberry and oriental 
bittersweet 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly white pine, 
small hemlock stand intermixed, mostly inaccessible in 
gorge and off state property. 
 

Natural Community Type: Beech-maple mesic forest 
 

Habitat Quality: Moderate, trees are showing some early 
signs of decline (some canopy loss and lower branches) 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near 
drinking water; rare species present; Other): Near stream 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100-150 
trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low 
branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 61%-81% 
 

Crown Density: 61%-81% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Some, not many smaller saplings 
present 
 
 

 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Four-wheel drive vehicle is recommended as parking is very steep and 
during the time of this survey, it was very icy and unplowed. Snowshoes were also handy for this survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Daniel’s Rd State Forest – Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.104939, -73.794805 
Acres Surveyed: 45.4 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 3.5 hours, 1 staff member 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Some EHS present but in low amounts 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-hardwood forest, hemlock swamp 
 

Habitat Quality: High quality hemlock stand, very low amount of invasives or other stressors on the property 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Matrix 
of wetlands throughout the property. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 81-100%, closer to 81% 
 

Crown Density: 81-100%, closer to 81% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, various age hemlocks and cones are present. 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Accessing the parking lot was not impossible but was definitely difficult. 
Four-wheel drive was required, and it is a narrow access road so running into anyone else makes it very 
difficult. Additionally, with the recent snow and ice storms, even with snowshoes, travel was slow through the 
forest. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Lake Desolation State Forest – Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.15397077, -73.96912367 
Acres Surveyed: 29.5921 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 staff person on site, 4 hours 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Balsam Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? HWA detected, balsam woolly adelgid was not detected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Dense stands of balsam fir, potentially resulting in strong 
competition 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly balsam fir and red spruce with interspersed hemlocks 
 

Natural Community Type: Dwarf shrub bog (High quality occurrence of uncommon community type) 
 

Habitat Quality: Healthy 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Wetlands 
interspersed throughout property 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low, reachable branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 81-100% 
 

Crown Density: 81-100% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: No, hemlocks are interspersed and there is not a lot of regeneration of hemlocks 
specifically but there are many young red spruce trees 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Travel through the state forest was difficult due to deep snowpack and 
unfavorable conditions for snowshoeing. Caution should be exercised. 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 The Saddles State Forest – Washington County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.52779, -73.424105 
Acres Surveyed: 43 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 4 hours, 1 staff member 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Evidence of deer presence 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Secondary forest, predominantly hemlock with eastern red cedar and white pine 
at lower elevations. 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-Northern Hardwood Forest 
 

Habitat Quality: Very High-Quality Habitat 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Multiple 
streams throughout the property. NYS DEC Environmental mapper also shows significant natural habitat and 
rare and endangered species within the vicinity of the property. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100-150 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, most trees have low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 61%-80% 
 

Crown Density: 81%-100% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, multiple different age class trees 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Winter access for this property is extremely difficult as there is a long access 
road that is all uphill, even with 4-wheel drive access is still difficult. The road is also unmaintained. In addition, 
with the multitude of streams on the property, one should be aware and mindful of high flood waters which 
greatly limits access to much of the state forest. 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Capital District Wildlife Management Area/Cherry Plain State Park – Rensselaer County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.622471, -73.410146 
Acres Surveyed: 23 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 2 staff on site (one in training), 3 hours 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Emerald Ash Borer  
Detected? No for HWA, signs of damage of EAB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? One Japanese barberry plant detected on site, evidence of deer 
usage within the area 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock, secondary forest. Some older growth white pine and 
hemlock. Evidence of past logging activity (old logging roads, decaying stumps) 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-hardwood Forest 
 

Habitat Quality: High quality habitat, very little disturbance 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): streams 
nearby 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100-150 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Some 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 41%-60% 
 

Crown Density: 61%-80% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, different age classes are present. Cones present. 
 

Potential hazards to be aware of: No hazards identified during this survey. 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Peck Hill State Forest – Fulton County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.0830345, -74.4423828 
Acres Surveyed: 2.7 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 hour on site, 1 staff members 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? None observed 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood forest 
 

Habitat Quality: Very High 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Stream and 
wetland nearby 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 25-30 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 80% 
 

Crown Density: 90% 
 

Presence of Regeneration:  
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Muddy, wear waterproof boots, parking lot is muddy as well. Snowshoes 
may be useful as there was still quite a bit of snow in the forest at the time of this survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Rockwood State Forest – Fulton County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.05482505, -74.48848665 
Acres Surveyed: 10.85 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 3 hours on site, 1 staff members 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Secondary forest, mix of white pine, yellow birch and hemlock 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood forest 
 

Habitat Quality: High 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Stream and 
lake nearby 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 50-60 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 60% 
 

Crown Density: 80% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Some 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Muddy, wear waterproof boots, parking lot is muddy as well. Snowshoes 
may be useful as there was still quite a bit of snow in the forest at the time of this survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Lincoln Mountain State Forest – Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.1828426, -73.81591727 
Acres Surveyed: 27.2 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 3 hours on site, 1 staff member 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? High usage by deer 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly hemlock, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock Hardwood Forest, Hemlock Swamp, Black gum maple swamp also within 
state forest 
 

Habitat Quality: Very High 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Wetland 
complex throughout site 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 150 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low reachable branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 90% 
 

Crown Density: 90% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, cones and various ages of hemlock 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Road is very soft this time of year so parking within the first lot is strongly 
recommended. 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Anchor Diamond Park– Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.93966888, -73.87449197 
Acres Surveyed: 2.5 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 hour on site, 1 PRISM staff 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes, used for mortality check 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? None identified. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Hemlock-northern hardwood, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood 
 

Habitat Quality: Medium, some invasives present on site but not close to this stand, not the healthiest trees 
but not the worst I’ve seen. 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Unnamed 
tributary that feeds into Ballston Lake 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 25 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 50% 
 

Crown Density: 70% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, various aged trees present 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: None identified at this time. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
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 Plotterkill Preserve – Schenectady County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.82970118, -74.03669255 
Acres Surveyed: 3 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 hour on site, 1 PRISM staff 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes, used for mortality check 
 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 

Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? None identified. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Hemlock-northern hardwood, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood 
 

Habitat Quality: Medium, some invasives present on site but not close to this stand, not the healthiest trees 
but not the worst I’ve seen. 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Plotterkill 
going through the preserve. Steep slopes/gorge. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 50 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 60% 
 

Crown Density: 70% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, various aged trees present 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: None identified at this time. Muddy, muckboots recommended. 
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 Tibbits State Forest – Rensselaer County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.84809738, -73.35045193 
Acres Surveyed: 14.28 acres  
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 2 hours on site, 1 staff person 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes, used for mortality check 

 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Some invasives present on site. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Hemlock-northern hardwood, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood 
 

Habitat Quality: Medium, invasives present on site. 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Steep slopes. 
Wetland part-way up the hill. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 70% 
 

Crown Density: 70% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Some 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Cold and windy on the day of this survey. Layers were helpful. 
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 Pittstown State Forest – Rensselaer County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.8172656, -73.47096404 
Acres Surveyed: 22.135 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 2.5 hours on site, 1 staff person 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes, used for mortality check 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? None identified. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Hemlock-northern hardwood, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood 
 

Habitat Quality: High, no invasives visible during survey, low levels of disturbance. 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Stream 
present in some areas surveyed. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 100 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 70% 
 

Crown Density: 60% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Some 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Cold and windy on the day of this survey. Layers were helpful. 
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 Ushers Rd State Forest – Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 42.91243605, -73.77213615 
Acres Surveyed: 5 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1.5 hours on site, 1 staff person 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes, used for mortality check 

 

 
Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Hemlock-northern hardwood, secondary forest 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood 
 

Habitat Quality: Medium 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): None 
observed. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 30 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 70% 
 

Crown Density: 70% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Some, cones present 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: None identified at this time. 
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 Snake Hill Preserve – Saratoga County 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.00470709, -73.7340759 
Acres Surveyed: 1.5 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1.5 hours on site, 1 staff person 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? Yes, used for mortality check 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Hemlock-northern hardwood, secondary forest. Primarily hardwoods with limited 
hemlock stands on site. 
 

Natural Community Type: Hemlock-northern hardwood 
 

Habitat Quality: Medium, variety of invasives on site but low anthropogenic disturbance 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): Highest point 
on Saratoga Lake, very steep slopes. 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 30 trees 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, many trees have low branches. 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 60% 
 

Crown Density: 80% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, various age classes of trees present on site. 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Be aware of steep slopes on site and loose rocks. 
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 Glowegee Creek Preserve (South) – Saratoga 

 

Parking Lot Coordinates: 43.021575417056916, -73.99992952946002 
Acres Surveyed: 14.36 acres 
Time Spent on Site (Hours)/ # of staff on site: 1 staff person, 1hour on site 
Species Surveyed for: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Detected? No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Stand Prioritization Metrics: 
Other stressors (drought, invasives, native borers)? Invasives such as multiflora rose, common buckthorn, oriental 
bittersweet, morrows honeysuckle and autumn olive present near trailheads, not invaded on interior of 
preserve. 
 

Forest Type & Composition: Predominantly secondary hardwood forest, scattered hemlock 
 

Natural Community Type: Successional northern hardwood forest 
 

Habitat Quality: Moderate, invasives present around trailheads and first half of trail, interior is uninvaded. 
 

Site Terrain Features (near stream, river or shoreline; near drinking water; rare species present; Other): wetlands 
present on site, streams present on site, in the vicinity of Great Blue Heron Rookery (according to NYS DEC 
Environmental Resource Mapper). 
 
Stand Characteristics: 
Approximate # of trees examined during survey: 20 trees. More hemlock on site not monitored at this time. 
 

Presence of Low Branches: Yes, almost every tree has low branches 
 

Live Crown Ratio: 80% 
 

Crown Density: 90% 
 

Presence of Regeneration: Yes, hemlocks of multiple age classes on site. 
 
Potential hazards to be aware of: Very muddy in spring. Muckboots are recommended. 
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