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Capital Region Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management
Terrestrial Detection & Monitoring Report- Rensselaerville State Forest

Section 1. Survey Summary

General Information

Date Survey Conducted: 10/22/2025 County: Albany

Site Name: Rensselaerville State Forest Permit(s)/Permission(s) Acquired? Yes, NYS DEC
Temporary Revocable Permit

Address (if different): Time Spent on Site (Hours)/# of Staff on Site:

2-264 CCC Rd Preston Hollow, NY 12469 1 staff member, 4 hours on site

Parking Lot Latitude/Longitude: Property Owner Name, Title, and Contact:

Cheese Hill Rd- 42.49977561°N, 74.19064354°W Bill Schongar, Region 4 State Forest TRP Contact,

Scutt Rd- 42.49495259°N, 74.21716044°W william.schongar@dec.ny.gov, (518) 357-2450

CCC Rd-42.50177799°N, 74.21833497°W
Gordon Rd-42.49847918°N, 74.23058036°W

Not visited during this survey:
Gulf Rd Extension- 42.52812905°N,74.22099946°W
Kenyon Rd- 42.49600796°N, 74.17691312°W

Total Parcel Size (acres): 2,572 acres Survey Leader Name, Title, and Contact:
Sam Schultz, Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator,
ss986@cornell.edu

Worksite Size (acres): 150.11 acres Team Member Name(s) and Title(s): NA

Report Author: Sam Schultz Data Recorder & iMaplnvasives ID: Sam Schultz, 9924

Conservation Goal:

Delineate & assess a conservation value 1 To prevent and protect a conservation value
Local Eradication [1 Post-Treatment Monitoring 1 Containment
1 Suppression 1 Exclusion 1 Restoration
Survey Type:
Detection Delineation [ Follow-up Monitoring [1 Detection Training 1 eDNA

Highly Probable Areas [ Volunteer Engagement [ Crew Assistance Program Project

Site Description: The 2,572-acre Rensselaerville State Forest features more than 8 miles of trails open to the

public for a variety of uses. The trails make this state forest an ideal destination for outdoor recreation any
time of the year. Rensselaerville State Forest features 8 miles of multi-use trails and unpaved public forest
access roads that provide access to the property. The state forest is managed for multiple uses, including
timber production, watershed protection, wildlife habitat and recreation. Featured activities include hiking,
primitive camping, hunting, trapping, and watchable wildlife. The forest consists mainly of red spruce
plantations and beech with interspersed hemlock and white pine.

DEC manages these lands in accordance with the management activities described in the Helderbergs

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY

Departmentof 16 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provides financial
Environmental . . . . .
Conservation support to The Capital Region PRISM via the Environmental Protection Fund



http://www.capitalregionprism.org/
mailto:william.schongar@dec.ny.gov
mailto:ss986@cornell.edu
https://dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/helderbergsump.pdf

w Capital Region PRISM Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County

1 N
Partnership for Regional 50 West High St.
q_ — Invasive Species Management Ballston Spa, NY 12020
& capitalregionprism.org

Management Area Unit Management Plan (PDF). In addition to management objectives, the UMP contains

detailed information on natural features, recreational infrastructure, geology, natural and human history,
habitats, wildlife, fisheries and much more. If you have questions and/or comments about this UMP, please
email r4.ump@dec.ny.gov.

Survey Techniques: Surveying was conducted along highly probable areas within this forest including roads and
trails. A visual trailside and roadside survey was conducted, all invasive species detected were mapped using Field
Maps and non-detections for forest pests were recorded in iMap Mobile App. All invasives that were limited in
distribution were removed except the ones along Kropp Rd due to limited time.

Site Significance: This site was selected as part of the Capital Region PRISM’s effort to re-evaluate state
lands for the Priority Conservation Model. This site does not score highly significant on a comprehensive
or ecological score. This site also does not contain any significant natural communities or rare, threatened
or endangered species. However, this site was found to have a relatively low number of invasive species
present on the property.
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Figures 1, 2 & 3: The two screenshots on the top are taken from the NYNHP Terrestrial Prioritization
Models, the lower screenshot is taken from the NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper.
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Section 2: Survey Result Summary
Invasive Species Present:
If Applicable
Area
i A
Common . et/ kgl Phenology/ Percent Distribution/ Infested red
Scientific Name | Threat Form/ . Cover . Treated
Name . Life stage Abundance (acres/mile .
Rank Lifecycle (%) s (acres/miles
s if linear) o
if linear)
Hgﬂnc:er;;\:(/:lfle anooanrC:\:/c;i 4, VH V:ﬁ:::)y Vegetative 10% Sparse 0.32 acres | 0.08 acres
Bristly Lady’s Persicaria Untier | Annual . 0 Linearly .

Thumb longiseta ed, M forb Vegetative 20% Scattered 1.26 miles 0 acres
Japanese M/§r0§teglum 4, VH Annual Vegetative 45% Linearly 0.58 miles 0 acres
Stiltgrass vimineum Grass Scattered

Perennial
Periwinkle Vinca minor 4, M Ground Vegetative 98% Monoculture | 1.11 acres 0 acres
Cover
Autymn Elaeagnus 4, VH Woody Veget.a.tlve/ 5% Trace 0.12 acres | 0.02 acres
Olive umbellata shrub Fruiting
C Rh
Btf)crl?tr:g:n catZerIZiLéZ 4, VH Tree Vegetative 15% Sparse 0.1 acres 0.04 acres
.Orlental Ce{astrus 4, VH Wc.>ody Fruiting 10% Sparse 0.08 acres | 0.02 acres
Bittersweet orbiculatus vine
Multifl R Wood
Lgolseora mulz;lc;ra 4, VH sl'?rc;by Vegetative 10% Sparse 0.24 acres 0.1 acres
Black Locust pselfJ(;tZ)lgéZcia 4, VH Tree Vegetative 5% Trace 0.04 acres 0 acres
Spotted Cent P ial
knznged i’;ozl;;ea 4, H e::g.a Flowering 10% Sparse 0.02 acres 0 acres
Artemisi P ial D
Mugwort ! em/s'la 4, erennia Flowering 25% ense 0.02 acres 0 acres
vulgaris Forb Plants/clump
Total For All Species 1.84
miles, 0.28 acres
2.05 acres
Native/Other Non-native Species Present:
Trees: Shrubs:

e American beech (Fagus grandiflora)
e Eastern hemlock (Tsuga candensis)
e  White pine (Pinus strobus)
e Red Spruce (Picea rubens)
e Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
e Striped maple (Acer pensylvanicum)

e White poplar (Populus alba)
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Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa)
White Meadowsweet (Spiraea alba)
Brambles (Rubus spp.)

Winterberry Holly (/lex verticillata)

Herbaceous Forbs:
Goldenrod (Solidago spp.)

White heath aster (Symphyotrichum

ericoides)
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Figures 4 & 5: Screenshots above taken from ArcGlIS Online and iMapinvasives Desktop. The
images show searched areas (purple), presence points, polygons, and polylines (green),
treatments (red) and non-detect points for forest pests (yellow).
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Section 3: Summary of Recommendations

Additional Notes: There were multiple issues that arose throughout this survey. Rivenburg Hill Rd is a partially
private road that is closed off and gated from the entrance connected to the State Highway 145. There were also
many downed trees on both roads and trails within the state forest, it is advised to bring a chainsaw to remove
these barriers in the future. Something of note, there are multiple primitive campsites throughout the property
so many people were sleeping in their cars on the property. Many of the trails and side roads were heavily
flooded with large ruts making them impossible to continue on without bushwhacking (definitely impossible to
drive on). These trails/roads that were attempted for access during this survey were Scutt Rd (the northern half),
and the trail on Rivenburg Hill Rd. Additionally, there was active logging happening directly next to the road on
Gordon Rd near some of the parking areas and it was not noted on the NYS DEC website, so situational awareness
is paramount at this location. Cell phone service is also limited on the property; there is some service on the
northern half of Scutt Rd.

Response: The Capital Region PRISM will conduct response actions on the isolated invasive plants detected
within this state forest to limit invasive species pressure within the forest. Focus will be on highly probable areas
within the forest.

Post-Survey Monitoring: The Capital Region PRISM will monitor this site every 3 years to determine if there are
new introductions into the state forest. If any invasive species are detected, they will be immediately removed
as survey efforts will focus on highly probable areas within this state forest.
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